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PREFACE. 


Tur principal 4 of the followitig Eſ. 
ſay, is to delineate the character of Je- 


ſus Chriſt, from the facts recorded in the his 
ſtory of his life. In the execution of this de- 
ſign, it was thought proper to prefix a ſhort 
account of the extraordinary interpoſitions of 
Providence, recorded in the goſpel; in order 
to excite the greater attention to the principal 
ſubject and deſign of the Eſſay. This is done 
in the firſt ſection. In the two following ſecs 
tions a particular explication of the character 


of Jeſus is attempted to be given, from the 
hiſtory of his life. Many uſeful obſervations 


have been made, by different writers, on this 
ſubject; and the ſeveral virtues and perfecti- 


ons, which appeared in the life of Jeſus, have 


been marked. But what theſe writers have 
obſerved, gives us rather a detail of ſcattered, 


and connected view of the whole character at 
once. It would appear however from the re- 
ords of the goſpel, that the character of Je» 
us Chriſt was formed, in every part of it, up- 
dn the influence of one great and leading 
principle: arid that the whole tenor of his 
fe, proceeding from this influence, was one 
inited and conſiſtent thing. — To give this 
a 2 0 


though beautiful particulars, than a ſingle 
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ſimple and united view, is the deſign of whos 


is offered in the ſecond and third ſections. In 


the laſt ſection a few general reflexions on the 
life of Jeſus are ſubjoined, which, it is hoped; 
. will appear to be ſufficiently ſupported by the 
preceding narrative. 
If what is humbly offered to the public i in 
this Eſſay, however far ſhort it may fall of the 
dignity and importance of the ſubject, ſhall in 
any degree, contribute to make the character 
and life of Jeſus better underſtood, and more 
_ eſteemed: or if it ſhall induce ſome others, 
who have more leiſure and capacity, to do 
greater juſtice to the ſubject, the purpoſe of 
the publication 1s obtained. 
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JESUS CHRIST: 


INTRODUCTION. 


TT muſt be evident at firſt view to every one 
who looks into the writings of the four 
Evangeliſts, that they have given to the world 
' the hiſtory of a very extraordinary perſonage. 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe life and actions they have 
left upon record, was, in their apprehenfion, 
| the Son of God; Had been in the begin- 
ning with God, and was God,” and was ſent 
into this world by the ſpecial appointment of 
his father, on a very important and extraor- 
dinary deſign: and Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, ſo 
ſoon as he appeared publicly amongſt man- 
kind, aſſumed this high and ſacred character, 
declaring that what he taught and did was 
by his immediate commiſſion and authority. 
Hence we are naturally led to enquire, what 
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is to be found in the hiſtory of his life, that 
is equal to the dignity and importance of this 
character; and we unavoidably expect to 
meet with ſome peculiar marks of excellence 
and merit in the life of a perſon whom we are 
taught to honour as the meſſenger and Son. 
of God. We ſhall find accordingly in the 
hiſtory of his life, ſuch a ſeries of extraordi- 
nary events, as fully anſwers this natural ex- 
peRation, and marks his character in a wy 
ſtriking and diſtinguiſhed manner. 
- Theſe extraordinary events were of two 
| kinds, 
1, Such as proceeded more 4 Of 5 
from the providence of God, and were the 
effects of an extraordinary interpoſition of his 
power. 
2dly, Such as proceeded more immediately 
from Chriſt himſelf, and were the conſequen- 
ces of his own extraordinary wiſdom, power 
and goodneſs, 
To theſe two different atteſtations of hikes 
character, Jeſus appears to have referred, 
when he told the Jews, * I am one that bear 
© witneſs of myſelf, and the Father that ſent 
me, beareth witneſs of me, i. e. I atteſt the 
truth of my commiſſion from the Father, by 
the purity and goodneſs of my life, by the 


John viii, 29. 
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wiſdom and importance of the doctrines which 
I teach, and by the mighty works which I per- 


form. The Father alſo beareth witneſs of me 
by the marvellous interpoſitions of his power 


= and providence in my behalf. 


It is chiefly propoſed in the following eſſay, 
to conſider thoſe events in the hiſtory of the 
| goſpel by which Jeſus Chriſt bore witneſs of 
himſelf, and manifeſted the peculiar dignity 
and importance, of his character: as theſe 
| However were accompanied with ſome extra- 
ordinary interpoſitions of providence, by which 
his heavenly Father alſo bore witneſs of him, 
it may not be improper to prefix a ſhort ac- 
count of them from the records of the go- 
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Of the wt inter peſi tions of divine 
Providence recorded. in the hi fory of Jeſus 
Chri N.. I 


HEN God ſent his Son into the world, 
he judged it proper to atteſt his divine 
commiſſion, and announce the dignity and im- 
portance of his character by ſome very extra- 
ordinary appearances of providence, He did 
not indeed diſtinguiſh him, or announce his 
_ dignity by any ot thoſe outward honours and 
advantages of life, which are the great objects 
of human ambition, and by which the pride 
of man makes him fond to be diſtinguiſhed. 
| Jeſus was ſo far from being honoured and di- 
ſtinguiſhed in this manner by his heavenly 
Father, « that he lived entirely deſtitute of all 
the honours and advantages of this world, 
He had not, as he ſays himſelf, Where to 
lay his head;' as his prophet hath expreſſed 
4 * He had no form nor comelineſs; when 
* men ſaw him, there was no beauty that they 
ſhould defire him, and therefore he was re- 
jected and deſpiſed. | 
This circumſtance however was with great 
propriety adapted to the ſacred office which 
he was to bear, and the purpoſes for which 
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he came from God. He was ſent into this 
world with a view to plant the principles of 
virtue, and religious wiſdom in the hearts of 

men; and to raiſe them from the ſenſible and 
temporary enjoyments of this life, to the pur- 
ſuit of thoſe enjoyments which are of a ſpiri- 
tual, religious and immortal nature, But the 
principal obſtruction which Jeſus had to en- 
counter in the execution of this deſign, was 


that ſtrong attachment to the intereſts and di- 


ſtinctions of this world, which is deeply root- 
ed in the heart of man, by his apoſtacy from 
God. It behoved him therefore when he came 
into this world, to ſet the inſignificance of all 
its intereſts and enjoyments in a proper light. 
This he did in a ſtrong and ſtriking manner 
by the doctrines which he taught; and ftill | 
more ſtrongly by the deſtitute and low ſtate of 
life in which he choſe to make his progreſs 
through this world, Jeſus hereby taught his 
friends of how ſmall account the enjoyments 
and diſtinctions of this world were in his e- 
ſteem ; and from his own. example ſhewed 
them, That the life of man conſiſteth not in 
* the abundance of the things which he poſ- 
ſeſſeth.“ To this it may be added, that the 
diſtihCtions of this world are of too little im- 
portance in the ſight of God to be choſen by 
him as the proper marks of his regard, or the 
means by which he would atteſt the honour 
＋4 3 
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of his Son. The worthleſſeſt of men have of- 
tentimes the greateſt ſhare of them, and the 
worthieſt of men have them leaft in their e- 
ſteem. God, we may believe, ſees nothing 
great or excellent among mankind, if it is not 
the immortal virtues and improvements of the 
ſoul, and the immortal and immutable diſtinc- | 
tions which proceed from theſe. 

But although Jefus Chriſt poſſeſſed none 
of the external honours and advantages of hu- 
man life, he was nevertheleſs remarkably ho- 
noured and diſtinguiſhed by his Father in a 
different way; and we meet with ſuch extra- 
ordinary expreffions of regard from the pro- 
vidence of God, in the hiſtory of his life, as 
muſt give us a very high idea of the dignity 
and merit of his character. Theſe I proceed 
to mention. 

On this part of the ſubject it may be of uſe 
to divide the n. of Jeſus into the follow- | 
ing periods, | 

1ſt, The period of his eſewcy and child- 
hood, when he made his firſt appearance in 


this world, 


2d, The period of his public miniſtry. 
3d, The period of his laſt nn and 


death. And, 


4th, That period which ſucceeded to his 
death till he finally departed from this. world. 
- 3ſt, Let us take a view of the infancy and 
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childhood of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ob- 
ſerve by what extraordinary appearances he 
was then diſtinguiſhed by divine Providence, 
and declared to be the Son of God. A patient 
and candid reader will not be furpriſed, if the 
manner in which he was conceived and brought 
into the world is mentioned in the firſt place 5 
and the rather that this extraordinary circum- 
ſtance is ſo well connected with the ſequel of 
the hiſtory, and ſo admirably ſuited to the 

dignity of him who was declared to be the 
Son of God. In the beginning he had been 
* with God, and was God;' and when he 
came into this world, he was to be diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the whole human race, by being Ho- 
ly, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners.” 
There could not therefore be a more proper 
introduction to the life of ſuch an extraordi- 
nary man, nor could any circumſtance either 
more ſtrongly indicate-the honour which in 
the beginning he had with God, or preſage his 
future innocence and purity, than this extra- 
ordinary event; and it may deſerve our par- 
_ ticular obſervation, that if it did not happen 
as recorded by the writers of the goſpel, it is 
impoſſible to conceive how they came to think 
of it, or to deviſe a circumſtance ſo admira- 


bly ſuited to the dignity of the perſon whoſe 


* Lukei.26 
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' hiſtory they have wrote. If it was only a con- 


trivance of their own, to dignify the ſubject 


of their ſtory, they muſt have had a degree of 1 


ingenuity and art, of which no reaſonable 
man can believe they were poſſeſſed. 

After Jeſus had been brought into the 
world in this manner, his firſt appearance up- 
on earth was diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſingular | 
interpoſitions from the providence of God. 
* An unuſual ſtar was ſeen by ſome eaſtern 


Magi, by which they underſtood that the 


king of the Jews, who was expected about 
that time by the whole Jewiſh nation, agree- 
ably to the prophecies preſerved in their ſa- 
cred records, was born in Judea; and by this 


marvellous appearance in the heavens, they 
were conducted to the place of his nativity. 


Much about the ſame time, ſome ſimple 
ſhepherds waiting on their flocks in the ad- 
jacent fields, were aſtoniſhed at the appear- . 


ance of an extraordinary light which ſhone 


from heaven, and of one of the glorious mi- 
niſters of God, who informed them that the 
Saviour of the world was then born at Beth- 
lehem; directed them where and how they 
ſhould: diſcover him, and foretold that this 
event ſhould be the ſource of joy to all the na- 
tions of the world: after which they heard a 


* Matt, ii. 2. + Luke ii. 8. 
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| multitude of the heavenly hoſt praifing God 
| on account of this event. | ; 


Jo theſe marvellous events, are to be join- | 


ed the deſcription of his character and office, 
which was given by the angel to the Virgin 


Mary“, the prophecy of Zacharias concern- 
ing Jeſus 4, the anthems that were ſung by 
Mary and Elizabeth on the promiſe of the 


angel g, the revelation that was made to An- 
na and Simeon in the temple, and the tranſ- 
port with which that holy man received the 


infant Saviour into his arms, and diſcourſed 
of him to thoſe who were worſhipping in the 
temple 5. 

By theſe events the nativity of Jeſus Chriſ, 


aud the firſt appearahce which. he made a- 


mong mankind, were diſtinguiſhed with pecu- 
liar marks of honour from the providence of 
God. In other reſpects the circumſtances of 
his birth were but mean, and ſuch as tend- 


ed rather to create contempt, His parents 


were obſcure and indigent ; they were not 
able to procure for their infant-child any bet- 


ter accommodation than is given to the cattle 


of the field ; and were, ſoon after he was 


born, obliged to fly with him into a foreign 
country in order to preſerye his life. But 


* Luke i. 32. + Luke i. 67, + Luke i. 39. 


$ Luke ii. 25, 
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amidſt theſe circumſtances of indigence and 
meanneſs, proceeding from the ignorance or 
wickedneſs of men, he was diſtinguiſhed by 
his heavenly Father with the higheſt marks of 
honour and eſteem. The great laws of nature 
and providence were changed, to introduce 


him to this world with a becoming honour | 


and ſolemnity; and the miniſters of God were 
ſent from heaven to announce his dignity. 

In this manner happened the nativity of 
Jeſus Chriſt : and it may not be improper ta. 
remark on this period of his hiſtory ; that the 
circumſtances with which it was accompanied, 
were with great propriety adapted to the two 
different ſtates in which he was afterwards. ta 
appear. He was, firſt, as the teacher, and the 
Saviour of the world, to humble and abaſe 
himſelf, and to ſuffer an ignominious and 

painful death, His prophet had foretold, that 
he ſhould be a * Man of ſorrows and ac- 
.*. quainted with griefs;* and he himſelf de- 
clares, T That he came not to be miniſtred un- 
* to, but to miniſter, and to give his life a ran · 
ſom for many. He was likewiſe to appear 
in a very high and elevated ſtation, as the an- 
gel had declared at his nativity: 4 He was 
to be great, and to be called the Son of the 
Higheſt; and the Lord God was to give him 


5 * Ifaiah liii, 3. + Mat. xx. 28. t Luke i. 31. | 
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© the throne of his father David: and in con- 
ſequence of his voluntary humiliation of him- 
. God was highly to exalt him, and to 
give him a name above every name, that at 
* the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, 
* of things in heaven, and things on earth, 
and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

The mean and the honourable circumſtan- 
ces of his birth, were agreeable. to theſe two 
different appearances, which Jeſus was after- 
wards to make. The firſt preſaged his ap- 
proaching ignominy and diſtreſs; and the 
laſt, the glory that ſhould follow.” 7 

After Jefus had made his firſt appearance 
upon earth in the manner above related, he 
lived in retirement and obſcurity, till he was 
about thirty years of age, and then entered 
on his public miniſtry, "This was the ſecond 
period of his hiſtory, in which it was propo- 
ſed to mention the marks of honour with 
which he was diſtinguiſhed y the providence 5 
of God. ; 

The firſt circumſtance of this nature, was 
the prophecy and miniſtry of John the Bap- 
tiſt, This fingular, and holy man, was ſent 
before him as his meſſenger, to diſpoſe the 


$ Phil. 3, 9, 
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Jews to receive him as the promiſed Mefſiah: 


and by his miniſtry a very ſingular atteſtation 


was given to the dignity of Jeſus. The mira- | 
culous prediction that was made to Zacharias 


and Elizabeth, * of the birth of John, and of 
the office which he was to bear, together with 


the extraordinary circumſtances in which he 


was brought into the world, were evidently 


intended by the providence of God, to mark 


the dignity of Jeſus, whoſe meſſenger he was 


declared to be: and when he came of age, 
the manner of his life, and the doctrine which 


he taught, no leſs remarkably contributed to 
this effect. He was not indeed diſtinguiſhed 


by the pomp of an ambaſſador from an earth- 


ly prince; but more agreeably to the nature 
of his office, and that of the Meſſiah before 
whom he was ſent, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf, 
by the wiſdom and importance of his inſtruc- 


tions, and by the uncommon purity and vir- 


tue of his manners. The external circumſtan- 
ces of his life were exceedingly contemptible. 
+ He reſided in a wilderneſs, and had little 
better food, cloathing, or accommodation 
than the cattle of the field; but he was ſo 


eminently diſtinguiſhed by the piety and pu- 


rity of his life, that in ſpite of the ſtrongeſt 
prejudice, he commanded the univerſal ve- 
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neration of the Jewiſh nation; and ꝓ made 
Herod, a debauched, licentious prince, reve- 
rence his character, and hear his inſtructions 
gladly, Agreeably to this, he did not labour 
to introduce Jeſus to the city, and people 
of Jeruſalem, in the pompous manner that 
an earthly prince is introduced into his king- 
W dom, but he attempted a more arduous and 
honourable thing. He laboured to procure 
their eſteem of his ſuperior dignity and vir= 
tue, their ſubmiſſion and obedience to his 
laws, and their acceptance of him as the Son 
of God and Saviour of the world, in ſpite 
of that peculiar and ſtrong averſion to him 
which he foreſaw they would conceive on ac- 
count of his poverty and meanneſs, the fim- 
plicity of his manners, and the purity of his 
doctrine; + He prepared his way, and made 
* ſtraight his paths, by filling up every valley, 
by levelling every mountain, i. e. by open- 
ing a paſſage into the hearts of men, through 
every prejudice, and every paſſion that op- 
ee him, That all men Rs ſee the ſal- 

* vation of God,” 

While John the Baptiſt was Fre ! 
in the duties of his office, Jeſus hiniſelf be- 
gan his public miniſtry. The firſt thing that 
occurs in this period of his hiſtory, is a ſin. 


+ Mark vi. 20. { Luke iii. 4. 
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gular expreſſion of his humility, accompanied 
with a fingular expreſſion of regard from his 
heavenly Father. Jeſus had come with the reſt 
of the Jews to receive the baptiſm of John, 
The Baptiſt knowing that he was the Chriſt, 
at firſt refuſed to do this office for him ; .de- 
claring that Jeſus could receive no advent Þ 
from his baptiſm, but that he himſelf ſtood N 7 
in need of the baptiſm of Jeſus, When Jeſus 
nevertheleſs, inſiſted that it was a proper thing; 
and that he was reſolved to ſhew by his ex- 
ample, a ſuitable regard to every ordinance 
of God, John conſented to adminiſter the ſa- 
cred inſtitution; and during the adminiſtra» 
tion, God was pleaſed to give a very ſingular 
atteſtation to the dignity of Jeſus, 9 Lo the 
© heavens were opened to him, and he ſaw the 
Spirit of God deſcending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him, and lo! a voice from 
heaven ſaying, This is my beloved Son in 
* whom I am well pleaſed.“ This remarkable 
interpoſition of the providence of God, at the 
opening of his public miniſtry, very natural - 
ly ſucceeded thoſe remarkable interpoſitions 
which had happened about the time of his 
nativity: and they as naturally preceded the i 
following remarkable events which bares 
in the progreſs of his hiſtory. 


5 Mat. iii. 16. 
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During the continuance of his public mini- 
| ſtry, we meet with few extraordinary interpo- 
ſitions from the providence of God; and the 
reaſon probably was this; that the dignity and 
importance of his character, was in that pe- 
riod, ſufficiently declared in a different man- 
ner, viz. by the extraordinary wiſdom of his 
inſtructions, and the extraordinary works of! 
power which he performed. By theſe Jeſus 
* bore witneſs of himſelf,” When he firſt ap- 
peared on earth, it was in circumſtances of 
indigence, meanneſs and contempt: God 
therefore judged it proper to atteſt his digni- 
ty at that period in the manner we have ſeen. 
When he ſuffered on the croſs, and was bu- 


lar 
he ried in the grave, he appeared in circumſtan- 
he ces of ſtill greater meanneſs and contempt ; | 


Wherefore the like fingular atteſtations were 
given by the providence of God, as we ſhall 
have occaſion to obſerve in the ſequel of = 


his eſſay. But during the period of his pu- 
the lic miniſtry, Jeſus by his extraordinary wiſ- 
al- om, and his mighty works, © bore witneſs of 
ons Þimſclt:* on this account, it is probable, we 
his ect with fewer atteſtations of his dignity 
the From Providence, in this period of his life. 

= There are however ſome inſtances of this 


Wind which deſerve our notice; ſuch as, 
iſt, His transfiguration on the mount in 


| pearance of his body, for His face did ſhine 


| proceeded from the cloud, announcing him 


Was pleaſed, and that men ſhould therefore 
hear him: theſe extraordinary events ſuffici- 
ently declared that Jeſus was the meſſenger 
and Son of God; that his office was ſuperior 


all preceding revelations were to give place, 
and to receive their full accompliſhment in 


The apoſtle Peter hath accordingly referred 
to this occurrence in the hiſtory of Jeſus, as 
one of the moſt remarkable atteſtations of 
his glory. + © We were eye - witneſſes of his 


ther, honour and glory, when there came 
ſuch a voice to him from the excellent glo- 
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the preſence of three of his difiples; . The 
change that was made upon the figure and ap- 


* as the ſun, and his raiment was white as 
*© light;* the preſence of Moſes and Elias-who 


attended him as his miniſters; the voice which | 


to be the Son of God in whom the Father Wil 


to that of Moſes and the prophets; and that 


the meſſage which he brought from God. 


* majeſty, for he received from God the Fa- 


* ry, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleaſed, | And this voice which came 
from heaven we heard when we were with 
N ak in the holy mount. | 


1 Mat. * 8. 4 FA Peter 116 
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wa, -2dly; + A circumſtance of the like nature is 
recorded by St. John. + Jeſus on a near pro- 
ſpect of his laſt ſufferings, and of his death 
upon the croſs, had ſignified, in the preſence 
of his friends, that his ſoul was troubled, and 
that he wiſhed (if it were poſſible) to be deli- 
vered from the melancholy proſpect; but that 
nevertheleſs he was willing, nay defirous, that 
in all events the name of his heavenly. Father 
| ſhould be glorified : on this a voice proceeded 
from the heavens in anſwer to his prayer, I 
have glorified my name, and will glorify it 
again.“ Then Jeſus told his friends, that 
this voice was heard, not on his account, 
but theirs: the reaſon probably of which e- 
vent was this; the friends of Jeſus were at 
that time very much aſtoniſhed and diſtreſſed, 
when they obſerved the trouble and 'depreſ- 
ſion of his ſpirit, and began to apprehend that 
he was ſoon to undergo ſome extraordinary 
humiliation and diſtreſs, in place of that ex- 
ternal dominion and authority which they had 
been looking for: and Jeſus knew they would 
be ſtill more aſtoniſſied and diſtreſſed when a 
little after this, they ſhould ſee him wicked- 
ly betrayed, and put to a diſhonourable and 
miſerable death. 'This appearance therefore 
of the providence of God, was made with 


7 John Kii. 27. 
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great propriety, and with great compaſſion to 
the friends of Jeſus, whoſe faith and confi- 


dence might have altogether failed, had they | 4a 


Not been at that time ſupported by this fin- of 
gular gent. F 

We are next to conſider the third period 
which was marked in the hiſtory of Jeſus, 
viz. That of his laſt ſufferings and death upon 
the croſs. If it be conſidered that Jeſus was 
to ſuffer an ignominious and painful death 
upon the croſs, and there, as he himſelf ex- 
preſſes it, To give his life a ranſom for ma- 
ny; ' it will not be expected that the provi- 
| dence of God ſhould at this period remark- 
_ ably interpoſe in his behalf. It behoved him, 
then to ſuffer all that ignominy and diſtreſs, 
which was neceſſary to accompliſh the pur- 
poſes of Providence in appointing him to ſuf- 
fer as the propitiation for the fins of men, and 
to give his life a ranſom for the world. Hence 
Jeſus called this period the + hour and power 
of darkneſs, and accounted thereby for the 
prevailing influence and triumph of his adver- 
ſaries. f He was at that time to ſuffer © From 
* Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
tiles and the people of Iſrael gathered toge · 
* ther, whatſoever the hand and the council 
© of God had determined before to be done. 


+ Luke xxii. 53. t Ads iv. a7, 
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| Nevertheleſs even in this hour of darkneſs. ſe- 
Veral extraordinary interpoſitions were made 
W by the providence of God to atteſt the digni- 
| P ty of him, who ignominioufly ſuffered and 
Wdicd upon the croſs, - The fun was marvel- 
ouſly cclipſed, and the earth was darkened, 
che vail of the temple rent, the earth trem - 
WE bled, the rocks burſt, ſepulchres were opened, 
Wand ſeveral of the ſaints aroſe and went into 
Jeruſalem. By theſe events God intended to 
declare, that Jeſus, notwithſtanding his pre- 
ſent ignominy and diſtreſs, was a perſon of 
the higheſt dignity; that he was the meſſen - 
ger and Son of God, as he himſelf had ſigni- 
ged. The captain of the guard who attended 


n, 

s, he execution did accordingly obſerve theſe 
15 ſtrange events with a ſerious peine, ſaying, 
f- Fruly this was the Son of God; and many 
d BY others t © ſmote. upon their breaſts, in token 
of their aſtoniſhment and anguiſh at the fight, 
r BS During the period we are now conſidering, 
c two very ſingular atteſtations of a different 


W kind were given to the innocence and dignity * 
Jof Jeſus, which though they do not ſtrictiy 
come within the plan of this eſſay, do how- 
ever merit our attention in this place; I mean 
We the atteſtations which were given by Judas, 
by whom Jeſus was betrayed; and by Pilate, 


+ Mat, xxvii. 54. } Lake xi 48 ; 
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by whom he was condemned. There is ſome- 
thing exceedingly remarkable in each of them, 

Judas had been a conſtant witneſs and com- 
panion of our Saviour's life, and a preacher 
of his goſpel. By, him nevertheleſs Jeſus was 
betrayed into the hands of thoſe who wait- . 
ed for a proper opportunity of apprehending 
him, and putting him to death. This treat- 
ment from one of his particular confidents 
and friends, could not fail of having at firſt 
view a moſt unfavourable influence upon his 
character, and to confirm the prejudices of his 
countrymen againſt him as a wicked and de- 
ſigning man: and undoubtedly had there been 
any marks of artifice or wickedneſs in the life 
of jJeſus, Judas would have readily, and joy- 
fully proclaimed them, with a view to juſtify | 
\ himſelf, The ſecret therefore, if there had 
been any in the caſe, would have now come 
out,and his enemies have had it in their power 
to baffle all his projects. But this was ſo far 
from being the conſequence of Judas? perfidy, 
that by its means a very fingular teſtimony was 
given to his maſter's innocence and dignity. 
Judas was unable to recollect a ſingle inſtance 
olf iniquity or artifice in the conduct and de- 


| F{gns of Jeſus: nay the fimplicity and virtue 


of his life appeared to him on recollection in 
ſo ſtrong a light, that the remembrance of his 
guilt and baſeneſs in betraying him, pierced 


his conſcience with inſufferable anguiſh; * He 
him, declared in the moſt public manner his 
own baſeneſs and injuſtice in betraying him ; 
and, in order to get rid of his intolerable an- 

Something ſimilar to this happened in the 
he had examined and converſed with -Jeſus, 
dicially and ſolemnly. declared his opinion of 


his innocence, and employed his utmoſt in- 
fluence and art to prevail with his accuſers to 


own ſafety and authority might be in danger 


. by preſerving him; and when he was in this 

4 manner, . conſtrained to condemn him to be 
5 crucified, he added to the ſentence a weak ſu- 

5 

. perſtitious attempt to transfer the infamy and 

: WI guilt of putting him to death, from himſelf to 


his accuſers, He took water and waſhed his 
hands before the multitude, ſaying, I am in- 


ye to it?! . 
This.i is perhaps one of the 20 OC- 


me ye WW... _ 9 . OS 


A | 


. 


and had heard all the evidence againſt him 
which his accuſers were able to produce, ju- 


conſent to his releaſe: nor could he be brought 
to condemn him, till + he ſaw from the facti- 
4 ouſneſs and tumults of the populace that his 


* nocent of the blood of this Juſt perſon; ſee 
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returned the price for which he had betrayed .. 


iſh and remorſe, went and hanged himſelf, 


behaviour of his judge | + Pontius Pilate, after 


— 
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currences in hiſtory. A judge from the bench 
of juſtice publickly declares the innocence of 
the man whom he publickly condemns. Pi- 
late, one would think, might have at leaſt 
feigned a conviction of his guilt, f in order to 
. conceal his own injuſtice; and in any other 
caſe a prudent man would have acted in this 
manner. But he had, it would appear, ſucha 
| ſtrong conviction of the innocence of Jeſus, 
and ſuch a deep. impreſſion of his dignity, 
that (though an artful man) he was not in the 
_ preſent caſe, able to refrain from declaring in 
2 public and judicial manner, his conviction 
of his innocence and dignity, at the very time 
that he publickly and n W 
him to be crucified. 
| Wee are now come to the laſt period i in the 
Hiſtory of Jeſus, viz. That which ſucceeded to 
his death, till he finally departed from this 
world and returned unto his Father. 445 
The grave is the laſt ſtage of human weak- 
neſs, wherein all the pride and glory of this 
world finks into diſgrace, But how ignomi- 
nious ſoever in the uſual courſe of nature, it 
was the ſcene of honour to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; for it was the place of his glorious re | 
— Hence the prophet Iſaiah prophe- 
cying of his reſurrection, ſays, * © His reſt 


2 Iſaiah xi. 10. 
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© ſhall be glorious: and the apoſtle Paul, + 
© He was declared to be the Son of God with 
power by the reſurrection from the dead. 
This event indeed, with the circumſtances 
with which it was accompanied, declared him 
to be the Son of God, with a very convincing 
evidence. When the diſciples ſaw him and 
converſed with him after he had rifen from 
the grave, when he afſured them that he had 
been raiſed by the mighty power of God, to 
the end that his innocence and dignity, and 
the truth of the goſpel might be fully aſcer- 
tained; it was impoſſible for them not to be 
convinced, that he was the meſſenger and Son . 
of God, as he had from the beginning de- 
clared himſelf to be. 

If we add to the event itſelf che circumſtan- 
ces with which it was accompanied, it becomes 
a ſtill ſtronger demonſtration of his innocence 
and dignity. The reſurrection was in conſe- 
quence of his own promiſe and prediction to - 
his friends, and after he had informed them, 
that he would put the deciſion of his cauſe an 
the truth of this event. It happened too in 
oppoſition to the moſt artful and ſtrenuous 
precautions of his enemies. 4 They had or- 
dered a ſtone, a ſeal, and a guard of ſoldiers to 
be ſet upon the ſepulehre in order to prevent 


+ Rom. i. 4. f Mat. xxvii. 66. 
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a fraud: and theſe precautions, no doubt, 
would have been effectual, had Jeſus been a 
deceiver of the people; but they were but 
weak expedients when employed againſt the 
wiſdom and the power of God. Inſtead of an- 
ſwering their fooliſh and malicious deſign, 
they remarkably confirmed the truth of that | 
event, which they were intended either to 
prevent, or to conceal. * Add the earthquake 
with which the reſurrection was accompa- 
nied, the preſence of the angels who rolled a- 
way the ſtone and fat upon the ſepulchre; and 
the aſtoniſhment of the ſoldiers, when they 
ſaw their glorious appearance. Theſe circum- 
ſtances made the reſurrection of Jeſus from 
the dead ſo much the more authentic and de- 
_ cifive evidence of his being the Son of God. 

: Jeſus having continued with his friends for 
a conſiderable time after his reſurrection from 
the dead, aſcended in a viſible manner in their 
| Preſence to the Father. + And he led them 
bout as far as Bethany, and he lift up his 
hands and bleſſed them. And it came to 
paſs as he bleſſed them, he was parted from 
* them, and carried up to heaven. f And 
* while they looked ſtedfaſtly toward heaven, 
as he went up, behold, two men ſtood by 
them in white apparel; which alſo ſaid, Le 


Fo Mat, XXvili. " 7 Luke xxiv. So. f Acts i. 10. : 
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© men of Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up in- 


to heaven? this ſame Jeſus, which is taken 

up from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come-in 
© like. manner as ye have ſeen him go into 
© heaven. And they worſhipped him, and re- 
turned to Jeruſalem with great joy.“ His 
final departure from the world in this extra- 
ordinary manner, was directed by the provi- 
dence ,of God, probably, with a view to give 
his friends the moſt ſenſible and convincing 
demonſtration of his total conqueſt over 


death, and that he had the power of raiſing, 


them to everlaſting life. By this event was re- 
mar kably donfirmed the truth of what he had 
declared to his diſciples. * That it was the 
* will of him that ſent him, that every one 
who ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlaſting life, and that he would 
* raiſe him up at the laſt day, That he came 
forth from the Father, and was come into 
the world; and that again he would leave 
* the world, — go to the Father.” 

Jeſus had come into the world in a very 
different manner from what the reſt of the 
ſons of Adam do. It was not by the original 
condition and law of his exiſtence, but by his 
own voluntary choice, upon a ſpecial emer- 
gency, and to ſerve an extraordinary purpoſe 


* John vi. 40, xvi. 28. 
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in the providence of God: therefore after he 
had ſerved the purpoſe of his coming to the 
world, he returned immediately, and in an ex- 
traordinary manner, unto God, from whom 
he came. By his leaving the world in this 
manner, he was no leſs remarkably diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt of mankind, than he had | 
been by the manner in which he had come 
Into it ; and by each of theſe events he was 
declared to be the 8on of God. 
The extraordinary circumſtances which ac- 
companied this event, add to its ſignificance; 
ſuch as the * appearance of the angels to the 
diſciples who were preſent, and the voice 
which proceeded from the clouds declaring 
him to be the perſon, who ſhould come again 
from heaven in the ſame glorious manner, to 
be the judge of all the earth. . Hereby, were 
the friends of Jeſus ſufficiently aſſured, that he 
was approved by God in every thing which 
he had ſaid and done, and was therefore re- 
admitted with honour into the heavenly world. 
+ They accordingly after his aſcenſion wor- 
: n him, and returned to Jeruſalem with 
great joy. 

Theſe were the extraordinary interpoſitions 
of Providence, by which Jeſus was declared 
to be the meſſenger and Son of God: and the 


Acts i. 9. + Luke xxiv. 52. 
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following obſervation may be made on this 
part of the ſacred hiſtory; chat if Jeſus i is ſup- 

poſed to be the perſon whom he is deſcribed 
to be in the hiſtory of the goſpel; (and ſurely 
no one can ſay it was impoſſible for ſuch a 
perſon to exift, or to come into this world) 
if he is the only Begotten, and eternal Son 
of God; if he came into this world by an 
immediate commiſſion from the Father, to 
enlighten, purity, and redeem the human 
race, if mens reception of him as the Son of 
God, and their obetlience to the goſpel, be of 
ſuch importance to their virtue and happineſs, 
as they are there deſcribed to be; from all this 
it is natural to infer, that the extraordinary 
facts which have been mentioned, are not ſo 
unlikely, or ſo difficult to be believed, as their 
marvellous, and extraordinary nature would 
at firſt fight lead us to conceive. The unuſual 
nature of theſe events, and their being ſo dif- 
ferent from what happens in the ordinary 
courſe of things, gives them an improbable 
appearance, and with ſome perſons totally 
deſtroys their credibility. But it ought to be 
conſidered, that in the hiſtory of ſuch a per- 
ſon as Jeſus is deſcribed to be, they are pro- 
bable events, and ſuch as we might naturally 
expect to meet with in the records of his life. 
Their improbability is removed by the pecu- 
liar circumſtances of the caſe. It was neceſſas' | 
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ry that ſuch an extraordinary meſſenger from 
God ſhould be diſtinguiſhed in ſome fingu- 
lar and extraordinary manner by his provi- 
dence : and it will puzzle any man to imagine 
in what more ſignificant and certain manner 
this could have been done, than by the mar- 
vellous events which have been mentioned: 
nor will it be eaſy to avoid the following al- 
ternative, either to affirm that it was impo: 
ſible for ſuch a perſon, as Jeſus is deſcribed to 
be, to have exiſted, and to have come into 
this world; or to allow, that the marvellous 
events recorded in the goſpel were the pro- 
bable effects of his appearance, and ſuch as 

we might __ to find in the Py of wh 
life. | 

It may be added to the priceding bitte 
tion, that it is exceedingly improbable, and 
difficult to be believed, that the writers of the 
goſpel could of themſelves have invented ſuch 
a ſeries of events, ſo admirably ſuited to the 
character and office of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
ſtill more improbable, that they could have 
dared to appeal to the knowledge of the pu- 
blic for the truth of theſe events; and moſt of 
all improbable, that on this appeal, they could 
have made one, not to ſay innumerable con- 
verts to the goſpel, had not the evidence of 
their truth been entirely inconteſtable; eſpe- 
cially when it is conſidered that che writers of 
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the goſpel had to combat all thoſe principles 
in the human mind, that oppoſe in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner, the belief of every religious in- 
novation. | 
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Of the diſcovery which Jeſus gave of his che 
rafter, and miſſion, by the miracles which he 


wrought. 


in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which proceeded 


more immediately from himſelf, and were 


the effects of his own extraordinary wiſdom, 
power and goodneſs. By the events already 


mentioned, the Father bore witneſs of him.“ 


By thoſe which we are now to mention, he 
< bore witneſs of himſelf.” 


As God did not mark the dignity of his 


Son by the external honours and diſtinctions 
of this world, ſo Jeſus Chriſt himſelf did not 

chooſe to be diſtinguiſhed, or to mark the me- 
rit and importance of his character, by any of 
thoſe talents and abilities, by which the am- 


bition and the pride of men make them fond. 


to be diſtinguiſhed, | 
Tt is by extenſive ſcience or inventions in 


uſeful arts, by ſkill in politics, or arms, and 


the like accompliſhments, that men ſtrive to 
acquire the admiration of their fellow-men, 
and to raiſe themſelves to dignity and emi- 
nence; and in each of theſe, it muſt be own- 


the following part of this eſſay, we are to 
conſider thoſe marks of dignity and merit 
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ed, there is an excellence and merit, which na- 
turally raiſes admiration and reſpect. There 
is, at the ſame time, a different kind of excel - 
lence, which, though leſs generally admired, 
deſerves the higheſt admiration and eſteem, 
viz. that which lies in the virtuous and bene - 
volent affections of the heart; and which, 
without ſolliciting the honours and diſtincti- 
ons of the world, is ſatisfied with the ſecret 
honour and reward which ariſes from itſelf. 
Thoſe virtuous and benevolent affections of 
the heart, when they are directed by ſufficient 
wiſdom, and ſupported by ſufficient power, 
and are exerted in ſome great and extenſive 
ſphere of life, conſtitute the higheſt excel - 


lence, and exhibit to our view the moſt re- 


ſpectable and amiable charactTe. 
At the ſame time it ought to be obſerved, 
that theſe good affections of the heart may be 
directed and applied to two different purpo- 
ſes. 1ſt, They may lead a man to employ the 
power and wiſdom of which he is poſſeſſed, in 
promoting thoſe external and temporary in- 
tereſts of mankind, which ariſe trom the out- 
ward conveniencies, or ornaments of life; or, 
2dly, They may lead him to promote thoſe 
internal and immortal intereſts of men, which 
are founded on the wiſdom, piety and virtue 
of their hearts. The firſt of theſe intereſts are 
promoted by the literary, the mechanical, the 
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commercial, or the political arts of life; the 


latter are promoted by moral and religious 


_ InſtruCtions, and by virtuous example. When 
the kind affections of the heart are directed 


' and applied to the laſt of theſe ends, they are 


then undoubtedly in the nobleſt direction: 


and if, under this direction, they are ſupport- - 
ed by ſufficient power and wiſdom, they form 


a character of the higheſt merit t andi np 
tance, 

Now herein Jeſus ans the merit of his 
character; neglecting thoſe inferior kinds of 
excellence which gratify the curioſity and va- 
nity of man, or are ſubſervient only to the 

outward ornament and happineſs of life; o- 
verlooking the diſtinctions which ariſe from 
ſcience, eloquence, politics, and arms ; he 
choſe to be diſtinguiſhed only by the piety 
and goodneſs of his heart, and by ſuch exer- 
tions of his power and wiſdom, as were requi- 
fite either to enſure, or to extend the effects 
of his benignity: and the bleſſings which he 
laboured to ſpread among mankind, were not 
the external temporary bleſſings of this life; 


but thoſe internal and immortal bleflings | 


which proceed from wiſdom, piety and virtue. 


It was the buſineſs of his life, to eſtabliſh upon 


this foundation, the preſent tranquillity and 


happineſs of men, and their future, and im- 


mortal welfare in the kingdom of his Father. 


—. 3 
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That this was the peculiar excellence and 
merit of his character, will eaſily appear from 
the hiſtory of his life. The Evangeliſts have 
not indeed attempted to give a deſcription of 
his character, or to draw it in form. No ef- 
fort of this kind appears in the hiſtory of the 
goſpel. They have only given a ſimple nar- 
ration of the conduct and tranſactions of his 
life, and left the world from thence to form 
their judgment of his character. When they 


relate his moſt deſerving and illuſtrious acti- 


ons, they do it without any expreſſions of 
applauſe, and in the ſame calm and artleſs 
manner in which they have recorded the 
leaſt important circumſtances of his life, 
There ſeems to be in this reſpect, a ſimpli- 
city of manner peculiar to the writers of the 
goſpel; and it gives a ſtrong preſumption of 
their candour and ſincerity, Hiſtorians who 
write the lives of eminent and illuſtrious men, 
(how candid ſoever in their narratives) are 
not able to conceal their prepoſſeſſions in their 
favour, or the art which they employ to em- 
belliſh and exalt the merit of their character. 
But a ſimple narrative of facts, without the 
ſmalleſt effort in the writer to embelliſh them, 
or to ſet them in any other light than what 
they muſt appear in, to every one, after they 
are ſimply told, gives a very ſtrong preſump- 
tion both of the knowledge and veracity. of. 


34 THE WIETE/ OF * 
the writer, and that without being heated or 
miſled by his own imagination, he hath given 
__ an unaffected recital of real facts, of which he 
had the moſt undoubted certainty. 

In order then to aſcertain the character of 
Jeſus Chriſt, we muſt enquire into the mea- 
ſures of his conduct, as recorded in the hiſto- | 
ry of the goſpel: and from theſe we may be | 
able to form the moſt exact and certain judg- 
ment of it; for it is ſtrongly markt in every 
- circumſtance and action of his life. 

There is in every character, conſiſtent with 
itſelf, ſome ruling principle or paſſion, which 
gives it its peculiar diſtinction : and in order 
to perceive the different parts of which it is 
compoſed, in their proper light, we muſt con- 
ſider them in their connexion with this ruling 
principle. Attempting in this manner to al- 
certain the character of Jeſus Chriſt, it will 
appear from the records of the goſpel, that 
the ruling principle of his life was a compaſli- 
onate concern for the miſeries of men; eſpe- 
cially thoſe fatal and eternal miſeries which 
flow from ignorance of God, depravity and 
guilt, together with an ardent, generous deſire 
to reſtore them to the oppoſite felicity, ariſing 
from religious wiſdom and immortal life; a- 
nimated in this deſire, by the thought, that by 
promoting theſe important and everlaſting in- 


tereſts of men, he did the will of God, and 


JESUS CHRTST. . 35 
exccuted the commiſſion which was given him 
by his Father. Prompted by this principle he 
had come into this world. He came to ſeek 

and ſave that which was loſt : to miniſter-- 
and give his life a ranſom for many: to ſave 
his people from their ſins: that whoſoever 
© believeth on him might not periſh, but have 
© everlaſting life: and having been determin- 
ed by this motive, to come into the world, he 
was directed by its influence in every inſtance 
of his conduct. This we ſhall find was his di- 
ſtinguiſhing and peculiar character, by which 
we muſt explain all the particular tranſaQi- 
ons of his life, and place them in their proper 
Tight, | 
Before we attempt to trace the influence of 
this principle, in the meaſures of his conduct, 
it may be proper to obſerve with relation to 
the principle itſelf ; that it equally referred to 
the will of God, and the happineſs of men; 
and that Jeſus by an equal attention and re- 
gard to each of theſe, was directed: in the 
whole proceedings of his life. In all thoſe 
compaſſionate and generous endeavours to 
promote the virtue and immortal happineſs of 
men, in which he ſpent his life; we ſhall find 
him conſtantly expreſſing a nd attention 
to the will of God, and doing good with a pe- 
culiar chearfulneſs and zeal, becauſe it was 

the work which his heavenly Father. had 
G 2 | 
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given him to do. The truth of this remark 
ſufficiently appears from the records of the 
goſpel. It is needleſs to quote particular paſſa- 
ges in proof of it. The reader may only be put 
in mind of the manner in which he began his 
public miniſtry, and in which he reflected on 
it, towards the concluſion of his life. When 
he made his firſt attempt to inſtruct the people 
of Jeruſalem, he informed his friends, That 
he was then about his Father's buſineſs, 
When near the cloſe of life, he reflected on 
his former conduct, he addreſſed his heavenly 
Father in this manner; Þ © I have glorified 
© thee on earth, I have finiſhed the work 
* which thou gaveſt me to do.“ Thus, was the 
ſpirit of devotion and humanity equally ex- 
prefled in the character and life of Jeſus 
Chriſt, —He was indeed the moſt devout per- 
ſon that ever lived upon the earth. An at- 
fectionate and ſerious ſenſe of God, and a re- 
verend attention to his providence and will, 
were expreſſed in every word that proceeded 
from his mouth, and in every action of his 
life. + His frequent retirements from the 
world, to converſe with God in prayer. 5 The 
. devout addreſſes which he made to him by 
prayer, in the preſence of his friends. The 


* Luke il. 49. + John xvii. 4. f Mat. xiv. 23. Maik 
L. 38. | Luke v. 16. vi. 12. þ$ Mat. xi. 25. John xi. 41. 
Xl, 27. XVI. 1. Mat, vii. 7. Luke xi, 1. xViii. 2. 
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exhortations which he gave them to be fre- 
quent and importunate in prayer. His direc- 
tions to make God the ſupreme object of their 
love, their 4 fear, their + truſt, $ his perfec- 
tions the pattern of their imitation ; and his 
approbation ${ the ultimate and higheſt aim of 
all their actions: above all, his patient and 
perfect reſignation to the will of God, when 
he ſuffered by the order of his providence ; 
theſe ſufficiently diſcover the devotion of his 
character. —Jeſus was at the ſame time a per- 
ſon of the moſt benevolent and active ſpirit ; 
for he ſpent his life in offices of mercy, and 
* went about continually doing good.” 

This remarkable coalition of devotion and 
humanity, proceeded from thoſe amiable and 
joyful views which he always entertained of 
the goodneſs of his heavenly Father. His de- 
votion towards him, was all of it an exerciſe , 
of love, proceeding from the knowledge of his 
goodneſs, and directing him to ſerve him, un- 
der the delightful apprehenſion of a merciful 
and loving Father, From this idea, he per- 
ceived that nothing could be ſo grateful an ex- 
preſſion of his piety to God, as his doing offi- 
ces of mercy towards men, whom he conſider- 
ed as his family and children. By this means, 


Mat. xxii. 37. Luke xii, 4, t Mat. vi. 25. 
$ Mat. v. 44. $$. Mat, vi. x. | 
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his piety was equally removed from a monk- 
iſh, fanatical retirement from the world, and 
a weak ſuperſtitious attachment to external 


forms, Devotion and humanity, coinciding 


in their dictates and demands, directed him 


with equal influence, in every action of his 


life: and by that ſame tenor of conduct, by 
which he did the will of God, he promoted 
the immortal intereſts of men. In this light he 


himſelf puts his character, and the motive of 


his life. I came down from heaven, not to 


do mine own will, but the will of him that 
© ſent me. And this is the Father's will which 


* ſent me, that of all which he hath given me, 
© I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up 

again at the laſt day. And that every one 

* which ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
© may have everlaſting life.” This great cir- 
cumſtance compleated the merit of his charac- 
ter, and gave the virtue of his life an eleva- 
tion and ſtability which n6 oppoſition was 


able to control. 


In conſidering the influence of this impor- 
tant principle on the particular tranſactions of 
Jeſus' life, we are chiefly to attend to his de- 
portment, during the courſe of his public mi- 


niſtry. His character was not fully manifeſt- 
ed, till he entered on this period of his life. 


John vi. 38. 
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There were, however, a few incidents in his 


hiſtory prior to this poſed, ien E merit 


our attention. | 
1ſt, When Jeſus was but a child a 


twelve years of age, * he went into the temple, 
and placing himſelf among the doctors of the 
church, diſcourſed in ſuch a manner on the 
doctrines of religion, as raiſed the admiration 
and ſurpriſe of all who heard him. From this 
circumſtance it appears; 1ſt, That Jeſus, even 
in the earlier years of his life, poſſeſſed the 
ſame extraordinary wiſdom, which he after- 
wards more fully manifeſted in his riper years. 
2dly, That, had it been his choice, he might, 
even at that carly period of his life, have ap- 
peared publickly in the world, with diſtin- 
ouiſhed honour and applauſe. 

2dly, About the ſame time + when his pa- 
rents reprehended him for leaving them with- 
out their knowledge; though he aſſerted his 
prerogative as the Son of God, yet he ſub- 
mitted to their authority, and lived with them 
in obſcurity and ſervile labour, till he was a- 
bout thirty years of age. 

This part of his hiſtory gives an opening to 


his character, which merits our attention. In 


that carly and active period of life, it was ex- 
tremely ſingular in Jeſus, to retire into obſcu- 


3 Luke it. 46. - + Luke ii. 48. | 
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rity and ſervile labour, with the conſciouſneſs 
of ſuch ability and wiſdom, as might have 
raiſed him to the higheſt influence among 
mankind. This long and mean retirement, 
Jeſus nevertheleſs readily ſubmitted to, be- 
- cauſe his time was not come;' the period fix- 
ed by Providence for the commencement of | 
his miniſtry, was not yet arrived. Hereby the 
ſupreme and-ruling motive of his life, began 
early to appear: and from. this circumſtance 
of his hiſtory, we may draw a ftrong pre- 
ſumption of the diſintereſtedneſs and purity 
of his deſigns. Had he been directed by inte- 
reſted and ambitious motives; or had it been 
his plan, to raiſe himſelf to external grandeur 
and proſperity; it was a prepoſterous and 
fooliſh choice, to live till he was thirty years 
of age in ſervile labour and obſcurity. He 
ſhould have been employed in acquiring the 
advantages of human art, and the knowledge 
of the world; or by the diſplay of thoſe un- 
common talents of which he was poſſeſſed, 
even in his earlier years, opening: to himſelf 
the road to future honour and proſperity, in- 
ſtead of working with his hands at the buſi - 
neſs of a carpenter. This circumſtance withal 
diſcovers that the wiſdom and. the mighty 
works, which he afterwards diſplayed, were 
not the acquiſitions of induſtry and art, but 
the immediate gifts of God. Hence the Jews, 
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not appriſed of his peculiar character, very 
ſenſibly expreſſed their wonder and ſurpriſe, 
* © Whence hath this man this wiſdom, and 
« theſe mighty works? Is not this the carpen- 
© ter's ſon? + How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned ?* The anſwer to theſe 
queſtions was given by our Saviour himſelf ; 
and it is the only ſatisfying account that could 
be given; My doctrine is not mine, but his 
that ſent me.“ 

Similar to this retirement and obſcurity, 
was the choice which Jeſus made at the begin- 
W ning of his public miniſtry, of a few illiterate 
and ſimple men, to be his particular confi- 
dents and friends, and the publiſhers of his 
religion. This was a very ill directed choice, 
if he had the intereſts and honours. of this 
world in view; but was perfectly well ſuited 
; to his plan of enlightning the underſtandings, 
and purifying the hearts of men, by thoſe re- 
ligious, and moral truths, which are not learn- 
. ed by the wiſdom of this world, but by the 
8 PDemonſtration of the Spirit, and power of 
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God:“ and which are beſt received by the 


ſimple and upright in heart, who are not 
ſpoiled by the vain philoſophy and pride of 
men. It was probably with a reference to this 
choice, that he thanked his Father in the 
manner we are told he did, © © I thank thee, 
Mat. zii. 54, f John vii. 15, f Mat. xi. 25. 
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O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be- 

cauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from the 

* wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them to 

babes. Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed 
good in thy ſight.” ; 

Having made theſe few remarks on the 
earlier periods of our Saviour's life, we are | 
Now to conſider the account which is given 
of his public miniſtry. | 

In this period of his hiſtory, two thing 
chiefly demand our attention. 

iſt, The extraordinary works, which hei 1 
recorded to have done. 

2dly, The more ordinary incidents and 
tranſactions of his life. 

Jeſus called himſelf the meſſenger of God, 
and aſſerted, that what he taught, in order to 
eſtabliſh the immortal intereſts of men, was 
by his ſpecial appointment and authority, 
Beſide the eſſential wiſdom, and importance 
of the doctrine, which he taught; it behoved 
him therefore to convince the world of the 
truth of his commiſſion, and awaken mens at- 
tention to the meſſage which he brought from 
God, by ſome proper credentials, and proots 
of his authority. Theſe (added to the extra- 
ordinary interpoſitions of the providence of 
God, already mentioned) were the miracles. 
which he wrought, ſuch as his giving eyes to 
the blind, hearing to the deaf, health to the 
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diſcaſed, reaſon and wiſdom to thoſe who 
were deprived of them, his calming the winds 
and ſeas, raiſing the dead, and the like; How 
far theſe mighty works were a ſufficient proof 
of his divine commiſſion, it is not our preſent - 
purpoſe particularly to enquire, It may be 
proper only to obſerve, that our beſt and moſt 
en natural apprehenſions of the providence of 
God, lead us to conclude, that he would ne- 
os Wl ver give to any one, a power to do ſuch 
| mighty works as Jeſus did, on a ſolemn in- 
is WY vocation of his name, and appeal to his au- 
| thority ; whilſt however he had no commiſh- 
id on from him; and whilſt the doctrine which 
he thus confirmed by thoſe natural marks of 
d, his authority, was a falſhood and impoſture. 
to On this ſuppoſition, we ſhould be obliged to 
as i think, that the merciful Creator of the world, 
y. inſtead of being diſpoſed to enlighten and re- 
ce deem the human race, and lead them in the 
ed way to everlaſting life, was diſpoſed to leave 
them in inextricable uncertainty ; nay to ſet, 
to an impoſture and deceit, what the common 
ſenſe of mankind leads them to receive as the 
moſt authentic mark of his authority. Under 
the power of this natural apprehenſion, Ni- 
codemus, a man of learning and authority a- 
mong the Jews, addreſſed our Saviour in this 
ſenſible and candid manner, 17 Rabbi, thou 
7 oak ill. 2 
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art a teacher come from God, for no man 
* can do thoſe miracles which thou doſt, ex. 
* cept God be with him.” | 
Without entring any farther i into the proof 
of Chriſt's authority, from the miracles which 
he wrought, it is more particularly to our pre. 
ſent purpoſe, to take notice of the manner in 
which they were performed, and the end to 
which he directed and applied them. It ap» 
pears from the whole hiſtory of the goſpel, 
that Jeſus wrought his mighty works with that 
ſame benevolent and mereiful deſign which 
had brought him to this world, and which 
directed him in all the other tranſactions of 
his life, viz. that by the aid of their authority, 
he might ſerve the intereſts of religion and 
virtue in this world, and enſure the evertaſt- 
ing happineſs of men. No inſtance can be gi- 
ven wherein it appears that any of his miracles, 
were wrought to create aſtoniſhment, or to 
raiſe an uſeleſs admiration of himſelf; far leſs 
to be an engine of ambition, or eſtabliſh any 
ſecular intereſt in this world. Jeſus by the 
ſame power and wiſdom, by which he wrought 
his mighty works, might undoubtedly —have 
raiſed himſelf to the higheſt pitch of influence 
among mankind, By that wiſdom by which 
He knew all men, and what was in man; 
and þy which he foreſaw the uncertain and 
remote events of Providence : he might have 
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eaſily explored the utmoſt extent of ſeleee; 
or penetrated into the deepeſt arts of human 
policy, By that power, by which he cured 
thoſe diſeaſed and miſerable perſons, who ap- 
plied to his compaſhon, he might have eaſily 
ſurmounted every obſtacle that could oppoſe 
the moſt aſpiring and immoderate ambition. 
But no effort of this kind appears in the life 
of Jeſus. He was fully ſatisfied with ſuch ex- 
ertions of his power and wiſdom, as were beſt 
adapted to demonſtrate his authority as a 
teacher fent from God, and to convey the in- 
ſtructions of the goſpel with proper efficacy 
to the heart of man, 'To this purpoſe were all 
the miracles which he wrought directed and 
applied : and to their authority, conſidered in 
this light, he conſtantly appealed. | 

The nature of the miracles which Jeſus 
wrought, gives a further opening to his cha- 
rater. Whilſt they were employed by him as 
means of promoting mens future and immor- 
tal happineſs, they at the ſame time, promot- 
ed their felicity and comfort in this preſent 
world, and were the moſt agreeable expreſ- 
ſions of his mercy to the bodies and lives of 
men. In this light they are conſidered by the 
apoſtle Peter, 1 where he obſerves, that © Je- 


- 4 Luke vil 19. John x. 25. 37. Luke v. 24. 
| AQts x, 38. 
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ſus went about doing good. and hella all 

that were appreſſed of the devil.“ The Jews 
fooliſhly inſiſted that Jeſus ſhould demon- 
ſtrate his authority. by producing uſeleſs won- 
ders in the air, * which they called a ſign from 
heaven; and ſome of his diſciples with great 
er folly deſired him to employ. his power in Y 
deſtroying the lives of his oppoſers. He ne. 
vertheleſs invariably employed his power in 
doing offices of mercy : and the writers of his 
life obſerve, that as he made a general ap- 
peal to his miracles, as the proofs. of his di 
vine commiſſion, ſo he was induced to work 
them on the particular occaſions which oc- 
curred, from compaſſion on thoſe miſerable 
perſons for whoſe immediate benefit and com- 
fort they were done. 

The miracles of Chriſt being of ſuch a be- 
nieficial and uſeful nature, ſuited the ſpirit of 
his office as the Saviour of the world, with a 
ſingular propriety. At the beginning of his 
miniſtry, they were the moſt agreeable indi- 

cations he could give of his merciful deſigns, 
and were juſt ſuch works of power, as we 
might naturally expect from a perſon of his 
character. He had come from God with a 
commiſſion to ſave the ſouls of men, which 
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© had been loſt; and the mighty works by 


which he ſhewed his power to execute the gra- 
cious commiſſion, were ſuch as ſaved the lives 
of men, and promoted their ſecurity and com- 
fort in this world. They were hereby fitted in 
an admirable manner, to engage our confi- 


u dence, as well as to raiſe our admiration; and 


14. 


at once exhibit him to our view, as the power- 
ful and merciful Saviour of this world. In 
this light he put them to his friends, when 
they deſired him to exert his power in the pu- 
niſhment of the Samaritans; + © Ye know not 
* what manner of ſpirit ye are of; for the 
* Son of man is not come to deſtroy mens 
© lives, but to ſave them.” In this exertion of 
his power, Jeſus copied from the works of 
God: © For what things ſoever the Father 
* doth, theſe doth the Son likewiſe. The re- 
gular and ſtated operations of the providence 
of God, are equal expreſſions of his goodneſs, 
as of his power. If on ſome particular occa- 
ſions he ſeemingly departs from this amiable 
plan, as in earthquakes, peſtilences, inundati- 
ons, and the like terrible events; yet theſe but 
rarely happen, when compared with the be- 
neficial influence of Providence in the uſual 
courſe of nature: and we have reaſon to be- 


+ Luke ix. 54, 
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lieve, they are ordered with a merciful de. 
ſign of awakening men's attention to the hand 
of God, when it cannot be done by the gen. 
tler operations of his goodneſs, In like man · 
ner were the miracles which Jeſus wrought, 
equal expreſſions of his goodneſs, as of his 
power, If at any time he appears to have de. | 
parted from this plan, it was only in one or 
two inconſiderable inſtances, + in his blaſting 
the barren fig-tree, and permitting the devils 
to deſtroy the herd of ſwine : and theſe, we 
have reaſon to believe, were done with the 
- merciful deſign of admoniſhing the world, 
that he had power to puniſh the wickedneſs of 
men, when they would not be reclaimed, as 
he had power to pardon and to bleſs them, in 
caſe of their repentance, and obedience to the 
goſpel. 
The miracles of Chriſt, conſidered in this 
light, were withal, the moſt natural and pro- 
per ſpecimens, that could be given of that au- 
thority, and influence, which he claimed as 
the Saviour of the world. They were exert! 
ons of that ſame influence, on the preſent and 
external. intereſts of the human nature; which 
he declared himſelf to be poſſeſſed of, with re- 
lation to its future and immortal intereſts in 
the kingdom of his Father When he called 


+ Mat, viii, 28, Mat, xxi, 19. 
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himſelf the light of this world, ſent from 
heaven, to lead mankind to the knowledge of 
the living God, and the conditions of their 
future happineſs, as the ſubjects of his king- 
dom; he opened their eyes and ears, to lead 
them to the knowledge of the works of God, 
and to enſure their happineſs and comfort in 
this preſent life: nay reſtored to ſuch as were 
deprived of it, that reaſon, and intelligence, 
which is the diſtinguiſhing prerogative of the 
human nature, and the neceſſary baſis of its 
happineſs, —When, by his grace, and truth, he 
offered to purify the hearts of men, and to 
| re-eſtabliſh the internal virtue and perfection 
of their ſouls, he cured the moſt inveterate 
diſorders of their bodies. When he aſſerted 
his authority to forgive the ſins of men, he de- 
livered them from the miſeries, which had 
befallen them as the conſequences of their ſins, 
When he claimed the power of raiſing up 
his friends to everlaſting life, he raiſed up La- 
zarus his friend, and others from the dead,and 
aroſe himſelf, according to his promiſe. By 
theſe, and the like extraordinary works (which 
Jeſus wrought at pleaſure, and on every pro- 
per occaſion that occurred) he diſcovered to 
the world, that he had the ſovereign directi- 
on of all the preſent intereſts of mankind in 
| his hand; and thereby gave the ſtrongeſt evi- 
dence, which the nature of the caſe admitted 
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of, that he was alſo qualified to be the Sa 
our of their ſouls; and was equally diſpoſed, 
and able, to enſure their everlaſting intereſts 
beyond the grave. That all power was given 
* to him in heaven, and in earth: and that he 
had the words of everlaſting life. 
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SECTION III. 


Chrift's moral and religious charaFer more par- 


ticularly confidered and explained from the 
conduct of his life. 


AVING conſidered the miracles of 
Chriſt, as the firſt diſcovery which he 
gave of his character and office, as the meſ- 
ſenger of God, we are, in the next place, to 
conſider the more ordinary incidents, and 
tranſactions of his life, — In this part of the 
eſſay, it is propoſed to enquire more particu- 
larly into his moral and religious character, 
and with this view, to trace through the con- 
duct of his life, the influence of that impor- 
tant principle, which, as was obſerved before, 
gave the peculiar colour,and diſtinction to his 
character. ä 
Jeſus having aſſerted his b en as the 
meſſenger of God, began his public teaching 
with a ſolemn exhortation to repentance, or 
that change of mind, without which, he 
knew, impure and ſinful creatures, ſuch as 
men, would not be able to attain that happi- 
neſs, and immortality, which it was the pur- 
poſe of his miſſion to this world, to bring 
D 2 
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them to. ** Jeſus began to ſay, repent, for 
© the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 


Soon after he had thus opened his commil. | 


fion, we are informed, + that when he went 
about preaching the goſpel of-the kingdom, 
He ſaw the multitudes, and was moved with 
* compaſſion on them, becauſe they fainted, 
and were ſcattered abroad, as ſheep having 
no ſhepherd. They fainted,” i. e. they were 
3gnorant of, and unſupported by thoſe truths 
of God, which give nouriſhment and ſtrength, 


and comfort to the ſoul of man; They were 


© ſcattered abroad, as ſheep having no ſhep- 
© herd,” i. e. they had no ſufficient inſtruc- 
tor, to lead them in the way to happineſs 
and immortality, That this was the ſenſe of 
theſe expreflions, appears from the goſpel of 
St. Mark, + where we are informed, that be- 
ing thus moved with compaſſion, becauſe the 


people were as ſheep. having no ſhepherd, 


He therefore taught them many things. 
This circumſtance at the beginning of our 54- 
viour's public miniſtry, naturally ſuggeſts the 
following remarks. 

1ſt, That the firſt and ſtrongeft point of 
light in which he viewed mankind, was that 
of their being rational and immortal crea: 


ba Mat, iv, 17. F Mat, ix. 30. 7 Mark vi. 34+ 


a $2BY — A Ts | 


ro folk K K fred 4 gg — — , — AY aw wk K oo 


JESUS. CHRIST. 63 


tures, capable of moral and religious inſtrue- 
tions, and of — by their intense, to 
everlaſting life. 

2dly, That viewing FT in this point of 
light, the firſt emotion which he felt concern- 
ing them, was pity to-their ſouls; becauſe for- 
want of moral and religious inſtructions, they 
were. wandering from that rational, virtuous 
and immortal happineſs, for which their. na- 
ture was deſigned. | 

3dly, That as this compaſſion to the ſouls 
of men, diſcovered a diſpoſition that was ex- 
cellent and amiable, in its own nature, ſo it 
ſuite& with a very great propriety, the purpoſe 
of his coming to this world, and: gave a moſt 
agreeable indication of what was to be the 
ruling principle and motive of his after life. 
The Evangeliſt informs us, + that immediate- 
ly before he had expreſſed his compaſſion: on 


che multitude, he had been healing all man- 


ner of diſeaſe and-ſicknefs among them :. and 
very probably the people as they ſtood around 
him, were expreſſing their gratitude and joy, 
on the occaſion. 'This, to any other perſon, 
would have given compleat ſatisfaction.and 
delight. Jeſus however had too deep an in- 
ſight into the intereſts of human nature, to 
be ſatisfied with theſe events. He knew that 
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the diſeaſes of the body, and all the viſible ca · 
lamities of life, were but trifling, when com- 
pared with thoſe unſeen and everlaſting mi- 
feries, which ariſe from ignorance and-guilt, 
or, what he calls the loſs of the immortal 
ſoul. 

He knew that the people whom he Gon as 
round him, rejoicing in the effects of his be- 
neficent and mighty works, and acknowledg- 
ing their obligations to their benefactor, were 
created for enjoyments of a different, and 
more important nature; that he himſelf had 
come from heaven to lead them to theſe no- 
bler enjoyments; but that they were ſo un- 
fortunate as not to know, either the nature of 
that happineſs for which they were deſigned, 
or the method of attaining it; nor had hither- 
to met with any wiſe or faithful teacher, to 
conduct them to it, —Jeſus beholding the mul- 
titudes in this uncommon, but affecting light, 
had compaſhon on them, ſays the Evangeliſt, 
(alluding to the tenderneſs and care of a faith - 
ful ſhepherd) * © Becauſe they were as ſheep 
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* This image would convey a ſtronger apprehenſion of the 

Nate of Jeſus? mind to the Jews who lived in the days of the 
Evangeliſt, than it does to us. The paſtoral life was then in 
great honour and eſteem; the riches of their greateſt men con- 
ſiſted chiefly in their flocks, and they placed their honour and 
delight in attending them, and preparing proper nouriſhment 
and paſture for them, Whatever therefore concerned the in- 
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e having no ſhepherd.* He ſaw them ſtraying 
from the path that leads to happineſs and im- 
mortality, entered on the path that leads to 
everlaſting miſery ; and without any wiſe and 
faithful monitor to ſtop them in the fatal pro- 
greſs: viewing them in this affecting light, his 


heart was moved with a divine compaſſion, ' 


and therefore he proceeded to the work for 
which he came into this world, He began to 
teach them many things. 

The whole ſucceeding labours of his life, 
were agreeable to this beginning of his public 
miniſtry. It was the invariable intention of 
his life, during the period of his public mini- 
ſtry, that by means of his inſtructions and ex- 
ample, men might be recovered from igno- 
rance and wickednefs, and conducted in the 
path of piety and wiſdom, to eternal life. In 
this bleſſed work, he laboured with a zeal ſo 


tereſt or ſafety of their flocks, aſſected them in a very ſenſible 
and tender manner. Virgil in his firſt eclogue, makes Me- 
liboeus ſpeak in a very feeling manner to his flock, and much 
in the way that a tender parent would addreſs his children. 
Line 75. 

« Ite meae, pecus quondam felix, ite capellae, 

Non ego vos poſthac—— 
This affection of a ſhepherd to his flock, muſt have been, in 
ancient times, of a much more ſoft and tender kind, than we 
can eaſily conceive, when, alluding to it, our Saviour could 
fay, John x. 11. The good ſhepherd layeth down his life 
for the flock.” 5 
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peculiar to himſelf, and diſcovertd ſuch indif. 
ference about the intereſts, of this world, ſuch 
a perfect reſignation, and tranquillity under 
the adverſities of life; and ſuch invariable be, 
nignity and meekneſs under the higheſt pro- 


_ vocation, from the wickedneſs of men, as mark 


his character in a very ſtriking and n 


guiſhed manner. 


The ruling principle of his 185 was inder 
ſo prevalent and ſtrong, that in no circum- 
ſtance it would admit of any oppoſition or 
control, either from the weakneſs of huma - 
nity, or the malice of the world. Superior to 
theſe, in the moſt difficult and trying circum- 
ſtances, he proceeded with uninterrupted con- 
ſtancy and goodneſs, to do the will of God, 


and promote the everlaſting happineſs of men. 


In this light let us take a view of ſome of the 
principal tranſactions of his life. $2 
In the firſt place we may obſerve, that the 


ruling principle and motive of his life, was to- 


tally ſuperior to the animal infirmities of the 
human nature, and the ſtrong neceſſities to 
which they make us liable. The interviey 


which he had with the woman of Samaria, 


recorded by St. John, * merits our particular 
attention in this light, | 


When me entered on this interview, be 


| 
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had been exhauſted by a tedious and painful 
journey through the country of Samaria, and 


had ſat down on Jacob's well to reſt himſelf, 


and probably to drink of the water of the 
well; the diſciples having gone to buy provi 
ſion in a neighbouring village. The perfor 
with whom he had this interview was a Sama- 
ritan, with whom the Jews, from a national 
and religious antipathy, had no communica- 
tion; ſhe was withal a perſon of a mean and 
worthleſs character, which occaſioned the fur: 
priſe, and diſpleaſure of his diſciples, when 

they found him engaged in converſation with 
her. But none of theſe circumſtances, how: 
ever diſagreeable, could prevent his embrac- 
ing, in an ardent, manner, the opportunity 
which was then given him by Providence, of 
promoting the inſtruction and ſalvation of 
immortal ſouls. The anſwer which he made 
to the diſciples, when they deſired him to eat 
of the proviſions they had brought, gives a 
ſtrong diſcovery of the ſtate and temper of his 
mind, * © I have meat to eat that ye know not 
* of; my meat is to do the will of him that 
* ſent me, and to finiſh his work; i.e, nature 
calls, as ye ſuppoſe, for ſome refreſhment and 
ſupport ; but I obſerve a different call, and 


* John iv. 34. 
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ftel a different, and a ſtronger inclination, © 


ven to do the will of God, by promoting the 
inmortal happineſs of men: I am conſcious 


F a pleaſure from the indulgence of this no- 


er inclination, ſuperior to what Ican receive 
om partaking of the food which ye have 
brought. Are there not (he adds) yet four 
months, and then cometh the harveſt ? be. 
© hold, I ſay unto you, lift up your eyes, and 
„look on the fields; for they are white alrea 

dy to the harveſt; i, e. the huſbandman re- 
joiceth in the proſpect of the fruits of har- 
veſt, for a conſiderable time ere the ſeaſon 
comes: I regard the inſtruction and ſalvation 
of immortal ſouls with the ſame attention and 
concern that the huſbandman obſerves the 
product of his labour through the year: I ob- 
ſerve at preſent, many ſouls around me, pre- 
pared and ready to receive the inſtructions 
which I brought from God: can I overlook 


this precious opportunity, or attend to any o- 


ther buſineſs or avocation upon earth ? 
Thus, Jeſus manifeſted his concern to ſeek 


and ſave that which was loſt,” The joy which 


he expreſſed when he ſaw the multitudes rea- 


dy to receive the inſtructions. which he 


brought from God, exactly tallies with the 
Pity which he had expreſſed, when he ſaw them 


Fainting, ſcattered, and without a guide : and 


- 
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both equally proceeded from the generous 


and amiable principle, from which he had 


been induced to come into this world. | 
2dly, The ruling principle of Jeſus' life, 
was, in like manner, totally ſuperior to the 


E higheſt provocation he could meet with from 


the ingratitude and injuſtice of the world. 
Every one knows what a ſtrong - propenſity 
there is in human nature, to reſent, and reta- 
liate the injuries we have received; or, at 
leaſt, to defiſt from doing offices of kindneſs 
to thoſe who have offended us, and perſiſt in 
the offence. The benignity of Jeſus, howe- 

ver, had ſo totally ſuppreſſed this violent pro- 

penſity, that he not only continued to the end 


of life, to do the kindeſt offices for thoſe who 


maliciouſly hated and oppoſed him, but con- 
tinued to do them, with the ſame pleaſure and 
facility, as if no oppoſition had been given 
him—*After he had performed an extraor- 
dinary cure, on a perſon that was blind and 
dumb, the common people drew-a very natu- 
ral concluſion, That he was the Chriſt. But 
the Phariſees immediately attempted to per- 
vert this natural judgment of the people, 
They aſcribed, with equal ignorance and ma- 
lice, the cure which he had wrought, to a 
confederacy with Satan; and laboured to 


* Mat. xii. 224, — 
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make the populace believe, that, aided by che 
power of Satan, he was an inſtrument and 
promoter of his kingdom. Nothing could 


be conceived more ſpiteful, or unjuſt. Had 


Jeſus been directed by the ſelfiſh, and ambiti- 
Qus motives of the world; or by any other mo- 
tive, than that of eſtabliſhing the everlaſting 
intereſts of men, his patience and goodneſs 
mult have been entirely overcome, by this ex- 
ceſſive malice and ingratitude: and from that 
time, he would have left theſe malicious and 
ungrateful men to the conſequences of their. 
wickedneſs. —Feſus, however, ſtill proceeded 
in his merciful endeavours; to enlighten and 
reclaim them: meek and gentle reaſonings, 
and a calm appeal to the natural and common 
ſenſe of mankind, were all the returns which 
he oppoſed to this provoking and malicious 
abuſe. * Every kingdom divided againſt it. 
* ſelf, is brought to deſolation: and every 
© houſe divided againſt itſelf, ſhall not ſtand. 
* And if Satan caſt out Satan, he is divided. 
_ ©. againſt himſelf: and if I by Beelzebub caſt 

out devils, by whom do your children. caſt 
© them out? But if I caſt out devils by the 
« Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 
© is come unto you.” In this reply, Jeſus ma- 
nifeſted a compoſure and benignity peculiar to 


* Mat, xii, 24. 
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kimſelf, and ſhewed, that no degree of oppo- 
ſition from the malice, and ingratitude of men, 
was able to ſurmount the generous and ar- 
dent zeal, with which he laboured to pro- 
mote their everlaſting welfare. + © He came 


don from heaven, not to do his own will, 
* but the will of him that ſent him.“ Had Je- 


ſus done his own will, and followed the natu- 
ral propenſion of the human heart, he would 
have chaſtiſed this ingratitude and malice by 
his mighty power, But having come from 
heaven to do the will of God, by promoting 
the. immortal happineſs of men; he therefore 


overlooked their utmoſt malice and ingrati- 


tude, and in ſpite of it, proceeded with inva- 
riable benignity, to do the work for which he 
had been ſent into this world. And indeed 
the mild and gentle manner, in which, in a va- 
riety of inſtances, he treated the captious and 
enſnaring oppoſition of the Jews, and endea- 
voured to correct their ignorance, and errors, 
even when they proceeded from the moſt cri- 
minal and malicious prejudice, ſets that benig- 
nity and pity, which was the ruling: principle 
of his life, in a very ſtriking light. | 

Thus, when he was accuſed of blaſyhemy 
by the ſcribes, + becauſe he had faid to the para- 
Iytic OY that his fins were forgiven him; in 


+ John vi, 36. | Mat, ix, . 
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what manner did he treat their prejudice and 


enmity ! Not with impatience and anger, or 
expreſſions of reproach : but, with the utmoſt 
gentleneſs and moderation, and by the force 
of argument, he endeavoured to convince 
them of their error and miſtake, * Where. 
* fore, ſays he, think ye evil in your hearts: 
for whether is it eaſier to ſay, thy ſins be 


* forgiven thee, or to ſay ariſe and walk: but 
that ye may know that the Son of man hath | 


power on earth to forgive ſins, (then faith 


© he to the ſick of the palſy) Ariſe, take up 
* thy bed, and go into thy houſe; and he a- 


© roſe and departed to his Boüfe. 
likewiſe; when he was reproached for keep- 
ing company with publicans and ſinners, as if 
he himſelf had been their aſſociate and friend, 

* he meekly and gently E out to them, 
the reaſons of his conduct, The whole need 

* not a phyſician, but the ſick. But go and 
learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy 

* and not ſacrifice: for I am come not to call 
* the righteous, but finners to repentance.'— 


When the Phariſees accuſed the diſciples as A 


tranſgreſſors of the Sabbath, he calmly rea- 
ſoned with them, and endeavoured to con- 


vince them of their miſtake from their own 
ſacred oracles f. When they wanted to ac | 


; 5; Mat, IX, YO | 1 Mat. Xii. 1. 5 
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cuſe himſelf as a tranſgreſſor of the Sabbath, 


becauſe on that day, he healed the ſick; he mild- 

A band at the ſame time, with the ſtrongeſt force 

e Hof argument thus expoſtulated the caſe with 
them; * What man ſhall there be among 

4 you, that ſhall have one ſheep, and if it fall 

. into a pit on the Sabbath day, will he not 

. lay hold on it, and lift it out? How muck 

ut eis a man better than a ſheep? Wherefore it 


js lawful to do well on the Sabbath days/— 
In the ſame manner when the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees accuſed his diſciples of impiety, becauſe 
they tranſgreſſed the tradition of the elders, 
in their eating with unwaſhen hands; + he 
calmly pointed out their error, and the great 
inconſiſtency of their own behaviour, when, 
ſo ſtrictly obſerving the tradition of the el- 
ders, they tranſgreſſed the commands of God. 
In the ſame patient and gentle manner did 
he reaſon with the Sadducees, and expoſed 
the weakneſs and futility of their objection a- 
gainſt a future ſtate ; — with the. Phariſee, 
rho, tempting him, {enquired which was the 
lirſt and great command; with the ſcribes 
and Phariſees together, $4 when they aſked 
him, why his diſciples neglected to faſt, and 
Pray, after the example of the diſciples of 


* Mat, xii. 16. — Mark iii. r. — Luke xiii. NE om 
| Mat. xv. 1, — Luke xi. 379. — f Mat, _ 9 
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John ;—and with the Jews aſſembled at the 
temple, when accuſing him of blaſpheny 
becauſe he had called himſelf the Son of God 
he thus gently replied, * Is it not written in 
* your law, I ſaid ye are gods? If ye calle 
* them gods, unto whom the word of God 
* came, and the ſcripture cannot be broken: 
* ſay ye of him whom the Father hath ſand. 
* fied, and ſent into the world, Thou blaſphe: 
* meſt, becauſe I ſaid I am the Son of God, 
© If I do not the works of my Father, believe 
me not. But if I do, though ye believe not 
me, believe the works, that ye may knoy 
and believe, that the . is in wy and! 
in him. 
Whaever will lay together theſe paſſages in 
the life of Jeſus Chriſt, and calmly attend to 
the temper and ſtate of mind which he expreſ. 
ſed, will undoubtedly perceive a mildneſs and 
benignity of heart, and a generous concern 
for the everlaſting intereſt of men, which no 
kind of prejudice, enmity, or oppoſition from 
the world, was able to ſurmount, or even to 
impair, Many other inſtances of the like nw 
ture, will be eaſily obſerved by thoſe who are 
acquainted with the hiſtory of the goſpel. 
3dly, The ruling principle of Jefus' lit 
was ſuperior to all regard for the applauſe or 
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cenſure of the world. This regard is an inno- 


cent, and frequently an uſeful principle, in the 
preſent ſtate of human nature. It is never- 
theleſs to be acknowledged, that the pureſt 


and moſt perfect virtue, is that which needs 
not the ſupport or inſtigation of this prin- 


ciple, but is able to ſupport and ſatisfy itſelf, 


with the ſilent approbation of the conſcious 


mind, and of the righteous judge of all the 
earth, independant of the eye and approbati- 
on of the world. + This ſublime pitch of vir- 
tue, Jeſus had preſcribed to his diſciples, and 
he ſet them an example of it in his life He 
wrought his moſt beneficent and glorious mi- 
racles, with a modeſty, with a filence and re- 
ſerve, which diſcovered an entire indifference 
about the obſervation of the world; and that 
his ſole intention in them was, to glorify. his 
Father, and promote the happineſs of men. 
| Hence it is obſerved by the Evangeliſt, that 
his behaviour, in this reſpect, anſwered the 
deſcription of the prophet, + © He ſhall not 
* ſtrive, nor cry, neither ſhall any man hear 
* his voice in the ſtreets,” i. e. He ſhall not 


ambitiouſſy contend for that honour and pre- 


cedency, which any other man would have 
contended for, on the merit of ſuch benefi- 
cent a 2 works. Nay, ”_ did not 


4 Mat, yi. 1,—— I Mat, xii, 19,— 
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only overlook the honours and applauſes of 
the world, when he was employed. in doing | 
the moſt important ſervices for men; but did 
them, when he knew, that from the-igno- 
rance and prejudices of the world, he would 
incur the public hatred and contempt. 
When we do good, ſays an ancient philo- 
ſopher, with awiew to advance our own inte- 
reſt and honour, this does not imply, that 
there is any genuine principle of goodneſs in 
the heart. It is only-when we do good, with- 
out any intereſted and ambitious deſign, and 
when we look for nothing in return. Butto 
do good at the expence of our own intereſt 
and honour, and with the certain foreſight, 
that our goodneſs will expoſe us to hatred and 
. contempt; this evidently ſhows, not only that 
we are directed by a principle of pure difin- 
tereſted goodneſs, but that this principle is fi- 
perior to all control. That this ſublime idea 
of perfection, was realized and exemplified in 
the character of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt appear to 
every one who attentively conſiders the hiſtotf 
of his life, The doctrines which he taught, 
for the inſtruction and reformation of mar: 
kind; and his public remonſtrances again 
the reigning ſuperſtitions and corruptions of 
his country-men, drew upon him the ſevereſt 
perſecution and reproach. The perſons too 
with whom he choſe ofteneſt to converl; 
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pecauſe they principally needed his inſtructi- 
ons, or were beſt diſpoſed to receive them, to- 
tally deſtroyed the reputation of his virtue, 
and made him to be hated as the friend of 

* publicans and ſinners.“ Jeſus, nevertheleſs, 
proceeded with the ſame benignity, as if no. 
F ſuch op PEN. or e pe had oc- 
curred. 

Under this head alſo, may be winked thoſe 
beautiful expreſſions of humility, that are re- 
corded in the life of Jeſus. The pride of hu- 
man nature uſually diſpoſes men to flight ſuch 
offices of mercy, as may be thought below their 
ſtation; and which, for that reaſon, tend to 
diminiſh the external deference and regard 
which is paid them in fociety, But the over- 
flowing goodneſs of the bleſſed Jeſus was to- 
tally ſuperior to every conſideration of this 
nature. With as much readineſs and pleaſure 
he performed thoſe offices of mercy, which. 
were likely to be deſpiſed as below his atten- 
tion and regard, as thoſe which were likely to 
procure the moſt extenſive approbation, —— 
Thus, when travelling from Jericho to Jeru- 
ſalem, * he ſtopped his journey, called for the 
two blind perſons who were begging alms up- 
on the road, and by a miracle cured them of 
heir blindneſs, though the multitude, who at 


2” Mat, XX. 2922 — 
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that time attended him, had rebuked them * L 
calling upon Jeſus ; ; deeming them below his Ml 
notice and regard. — From the ſame humble 
condeſcending goodneſs, J he took the little 
children, which had been brought to him, in 
his arms, and bleſſed them, and from their 
ſimplicity and innocence, taught the doctrine 
of humility ; though the diſciples had rebuk- 
ed the perſons who had brought them, think- 
ing them below the notice of their maſter.— 
The ſame temper of mind moſt remarkably 
appeared, when he waſhed his diſciples feet, 
This was deemed the meaneſt office of dome 
ſtic life, Nevertheleſs, Jeſus did this office 
for his diſciples, as an example of that humble 
condeſcending goodneſs, with which he would 
have them behave amongſt themſelves ; de- 
claring, that if he who was their Lord and 
Maſter, fubmitted to this humble office, 
much more ought they to condeſcend to the 
humbleſt offices of nn towards one an- 
other. 
4thly, The piety and W of this Lon 
Jeſus Chriſt, having for its object, the mol 
important and extenſive intereſts of hum 
nature, was therefore totally ſuperior to il 
thoſe narrower principles of goodneſs, whid 
are ſo — and ſo powerful in the mind o 


1 Mat, xix, Ie nw John xiil. 2. | 
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man. A fond attachment to our country, to 
our relatives or friends, are innocent and lau- 
dable, under proper limitations; but extreme- 


ly apt to exceed their proper bounds, and to 
miſlead the minds of men from a due regard 


heir Wo more extenſive and important obligations; ; 
rine WW nay, many of the errors and iniquities of life 
uk: proceed from their excels ; and often too, a- 
Ink- mong thoſe who are of the beſt diſpoſed na- 


tures, If a perſon, therefore, whilit he ſhews 


nearer ties of life, at the ſame time ſhows a 
more extenſive principle of goodneſs, which 
no partial attachment can control, his charac- 
ter muſt appear in the moſt amiable light. In 
this light, an occurrence in the life of Jeſus, 
may deſerve our particular attention;* While 
he talked with the people, i. e. as he was in- 
ſtructing them in the doctrines of the goſpel, - 
* behold, his mother and his brethren ſtood 


an: without, deſiring to ſpeak with him. But he 
anſwered and ſaid, Who is my mother ? and 
* who are my brethren? And he ſtretched 
mo 


forth his hands towards his difciples, and 
* faid, Behold my mother, and my brethren. 
For whoſoever ſhall do the will of my Fa- 
ther which is in heaven, the ſame is my mo- 
d d 0 ther, and ſiſter, and brother,” This part of Je- 


„Mat. xii. 46.— 
E 3 


all becoming tenderneſs and ſenſibility, in the 
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ſus' conduct, has been raſhly blamed by ſome, 
as if he meant, by his example, to extinguiſh 
thoſe affectionate and ſoft attachments to our 
relatives and friends, which are ſo uſeful, and 
the ſource of ſo much comfort in the preſent 

| ſituation of human life. No man however, 
who examines the whole hiſtory of his life, 
will believe that this was the ſpirit and inten- 
tion of his conduct. He had lived till he wa 
about thirty years of age, “ in ſubjection to 
his parents, and had laboured with his hands 
for their ſupport, in retirement and obſcuri- 
ty; though, even in his earlier years, he had 
diſcovered ſuch wiſdom and ability, as fitted 
him for appearing on the public ſtage, with 
the higheſt honour and applauſe.— Among 
i = the twelve whom he had choſen to be hiscon- 
| ſtant followers and friends, there was one 
whom he loved with a peculiar affection, and 
= with whom it would appear, he lived in the 
reciprocal endearments of a delicate and ten- 
= deer friendſhip.— f In the laſt moments of his 
| X life, he gave a ſtrong diſcovery of filial at- 
fection to his aged parent; when expiring on 
6 the croſs, he recommended her to the care of 
= his-beloved friend, as he himſelf was then to 
9 leave the world :—{ and he ſharply reproved 


* Luke ii. 32,—Mark vi. 3. f John xiii, 23. f John 
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one, the Phariſees, and ſcribes, becauſe they broke 
wiſh through the ties of gratitude, and natural af- 
our fection to their parents, by their ſuperſtition. | 
and WT Theſe circumſtances put together, ſufficiently 
ſent declare the ſenſe which Jeſus had of the re- 
wer, Wl gard that is due to the ſympathies. of nature, 
life, and the ties of friendſhip. 
ten. The behaviour of Jeſus, therefore, in this 
. paſſage of his life, admits of a very different 
n to explanation, and ſuch, as is natively fuggeſted 
and from all the other circumſtances of his life, 
uri. He was at that time employed about the work 
had which his Father had given him to do, which 
itted was to teach men the way to everlaſting life. 
with Wich the faithful execution of this work, he 
ons would ſuffer no other buſineſs, or tie to in- 
on- terfere : he confidered thoſe who were diſpo- 
one ſed to be his friends and affiſtants in this work, 
and as connected with him by a more ſacred and 
the important tie, than what is fuggeſted by the 
ten- natural affections of the human heart. To in- 
his ſtruct ſuch perſons in the important doctrines 
af. of the goſpel, and in the method of enlight- 
on ning and ſaving the ſouls of men, was in his 
eof Judgment, a call from Providence, to which 


it behoved the tendereſt inclinations of his 
nature to give place. — The conduct of Jeſus 
conſidered in this light, inſtead of being de- 
fective, or blameable, deſerves our higheſt ap- 
probation and eſteem. It was intended to ex- 


E 4 
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emplify an important branch of virtue, which 
men need often, and much, to be reminded 
of; viz. that all the narrower affections of the 
human heart, even thoſe of the moſt innocent 
and amiable nature, ought always to ſubmit 
to the direction and control of the more im. 
partial and extenſive principles of goodneſs, 
From the inſtances which have been given 

it appears, that a generous concern for the e- 
verlaſting intereſts of men, was not only the 
diſtinguiſhing and ruling principle of Jeſus 
life, but maintained a ſovereign and invariable 
command over all the other inclinations of 
the human nature, and triumphed over every 
oppoſition i it could meet with from the world. 

N It will give a farther illuſtration of the cha- 
racter and ſpirit of the bleſſed Jeſus, to ob- 
ſerve, that this leading principle of his life, did 
not only, with an influence ſuperior to all con- 
trol, exert itſelf in thoſe circumſtances of his 
life, wherein ſuch an exertion was required, 
and in which it met with the ſtrongeſt oppo- 
fition from the weakneſs of humanity, and 
the malice of the world; but that at all other 
times, and in every ſituation of his life, it had 
the conſtant and the ſole direction of his con- 
duct. The great end for which he came in- 
to this world, was perpetually preſent ta bis 
thoughts, and engroſſed his attention and con · 
cern at every moment of his life. Hence it 
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was, that the different objects which he met 
with in his paſſage through this world, and 
the different incidents which happened jn the 
progreſs of his life, were conſidered by him, 
only in the light of their ſubſerviency to the 
inſtruction, and ſalvation of immortal ſouls; 
and were improved by him in * we with 
admirable wiſdom, 

This appears remarkably, i in the apologues 
or parables, recorded in the goſpel: in which 
from the works of nature, and the various 
incidents of human life, he conveyed the moſt 
appoſite and engaging illuſtrations of religi- 
ous and moral truths.— The ſame thing ap- 

pears from the admirable manner in which 
he grafted his divine inſtructions on the dif- 
ferent ſituations of his life. Thus, “ from the 
circumſtance of the woman of Samaria, her 
drawing water from the well, he took occa- 
ſion to inſtruct her, with a ſingular propriety, 
in the doctrine of eternal life, as the living 
water which he brought from God, to refreſh 
and comfort the immortal ſoul. + From the 
miraculous diſtribution of the loaves among 
the multitude, he conveyed the ſame inſtruc-. 
tion, under the ſimilitude of the bread of life. 
+ From the cure of the man that was born 
blind, he led men to the knowledge of the 


3 John iv. ä : 7 John vi. 26.— 1 John ix. 4. 
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light of life. * From the reſurrection of La: 
zarus from the grave, he inſtructed them in 
the doctrine of a future reſurrection to eter. 
nal life, wry 

It was owing to the ſame prevailing andy per- 
petual attention to the everlaſting intereſts of 
men, that he took occaſion to communicate 
the moſt important leſſons of religion, from 
the curious or enſnaring queſtions that were 
put to him.—+ When aſked about the num- 
ber of them that ſhould be ſaved; inſtead of - 
anſwering the queſtion, which was rather cu. | 
rious than edifying, he grafted on it this im- 
portant admonition; that every man ſhould 
ſtrive and labour for himſelf, to be among the 
number of them who ſhould be ſaved. 

When he was aſked whether the apoſtle . 
John ſhould die in the ſame manner in which 
he had foretold the death of the apoſtle Peter, 
he checked the uſeleſs curioſity, and immedi- 
ately directed the attention of his friends, to 
their own proper buſineſs and ny which 
was, To follow him.” 

It was from the prevailing influence of- the 
fame difintereſted ſpirit, that he kept himſelf 
entirely diſengaged from the uſual connexions 
and projects of this world; whilſt he watched 
with a peculiar attention on every incident 


John xi. 25.— 1 Luke xiii. 23.— f John xxi. 20.— 
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and opportunity, which put it in his power to 
promote the everlaſting intereſts of men.— 
Thus, * when one applied to him, to deter- 


mine in a queſtion which he had with his bro- 


ther, with relation to their temporal con- 


| cerns; he immediately declined giving any 
judgment in the caſe, Jeſus eaſily perceived 


that his determination would affect only the 
external intereſts of the contending parties, 
while it left their ſpiritual and everlaſting in- 
tereſts, in the ſame ſituation in which they 

were before. The determination therefore of 
the queſtion, was the province of a civil judge 
but not of him; whoſe office was to inſtruct 
and fave the ſouls of men. Nevertheleſs, with 
equal wiſdom and propriety, he took occaſion 
to inſtruct the perſon who had made the ap- 
plication, and the diſciples who were preſent ; 
how to form a right judgment of the higheſt 
intereſt, and happineſs of man; admoniſhing 
them withal, againſt that covetous attachment 
to the riches of the world; which is the ori- 
gin of all thoſe unhappy conteſts which divide 
the hearts of men. Take heed, and beware 
* of covetouſneſs: for a man's life conſiſteth 


after which admonition, he delivered a moſt 
inſtructive parable to the ſame effect. 


Luke xii. 13.—— _ 
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A like diſcovery of his character, was gi. 
ven by his conduct towards Martha, and her 
ſiſter Mary, when he viſited at their houſe; * 


Martha, as a mark of her reſpect for Jade 


employed her whole attention in preparing a 


proper entertainment for him at her houſe.— 
Mary neglecting this external ſervice, liſten- 
cd with a deep attention to the religious leſ- 
ſons which he taught, —Jeſus obſerving their 


different behaviour, publickly approved of 


Mary's conduct, and blamed the conduct of 
her fiſter.—* Martha, Martha, thou art care - 
ful and troubled about many things: but 
* one thing is needful: and Mary hath cho- 
* ſen that good part, which ſhall not be taken 
away from her. Martha had expreſſed her 
regard for Jeſus, according to the faſhion of 
the world, and in a way that would have been 
approved by any other perſon, who had come 
to viſit her. Jeſus however made no account 
of theſe expreſſions of reſpect. He preferred 


the behaviour of her ſiſter Mary, when ſhe 


liſtened to the inſtructions which he gave, 
and ſhowed no other ſollicitude, but that ſhe 
might receive the benefit, and comfort of his 
goſpel.— The reaſon of this conduct was, 


that he acted in a deer of life, peculiar to 


himſelf. He came not to be miniſtred unto, 


. Luke x. 38. 
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put to miniſter :? and the bleſſedneſs of his 
life, conſiſted not in receiving, but in giving. 
The only buſineſs of his life, was to ſpread 
into the minds of men thoſe divine inſtruc- 
tions which he brought from God; and who- 
ever diſcovered the moſt candid and ſerious 
{ diſpoſition to receive them, did him the moſt 
| acceptable, and honourable ſervice. Mary re- 
garded him in this light, therefore her beha- 
viour was approved. Martha had conſidered 
him in a different light, and therefore her 
behaviour was condemned. 
It was from the ſame principle, that he 
commended the“ behaviour of the woman 
who anointed his head, and wiped his feet 
with her tears and hair. Had theſe marks of 
her regard proceeded from the ſame idea of 
his character, that Martha entertained, when 
ſhe received him at her houſe, he would un- 
doubtedly have neglected them, as he had ne- 
glected Martha's ſervice; but they proceeded 
from a different cauſe, and Jeſus hath him- 
ſelf explained it. 
The woman had been convinced, that Je- 
ſus was the Son of God; that he had power to 
forgive the ſins of men; and ſhe had applied | 
to him with ſucceſs, to this effect. The marks = 
of her reſpect, when ſhe anointed him, and 


- 
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waſhed his feet, were intended to expreſs her 
gratitude for the pardon of her ſins, and to 
ſignify her ſollicitude for the continuance of 
this mercy; * She loved much,” ſays Chriſt, 
* becauſe much had been forgiven her.“ Thus 
the woman had conſidered Jeſus in his genu- 
ine and proper character, and was anxious to 
ſecure thoſe immortal bleſſings, which he had 
come from heaven to beſtow. Hence it may 
appear, that here, as well as in his conduct 
toward Martha, he acted wholly in the ſpirit 
of his ſacred office, and by the influence of 
that heavenly wiſdom and benignity, which 
directed him in every other action of his life, 
It was from the influence of the ſame hes. 
venly wiſdom, and abſtraction from the world, 
that he declined to interpoſe in the political 
debates which at that time prevailed among 
the Jews. —+ When the Phariſees, with the 
Herodians, from an intention to entangle him, 
aſked his opinion about the right of the Ro- 
man Emperor to levy tribute from the Jews, 
he gave ſuch af anſwer as was calculated in 
the beſt manner poſſible, to promote a ſenſe 


1 piety to God, and a dutiful regard to the 


rights of men; without determining in what 
was merely a political debate, which had no 
connexion with the buſineſs of his office, as a 


* Luke vii. 47,— + Mat. xxii. 15,— 
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teacher ſent from God; Render unto Caeſar 
the things that are Caeſars, and unto God 
the things that are Gods. “* In like man- 
ner, when he was required to pay the tribute 
money which was collected for the ſervice of 
the temple, though he aſſerted his right to be 


| exempted, yet he meekly and patiently com- 
| plied with the demand, that he might not give 


offence ; or enter into a debate, which might 
have obſtructed the great and only purpoſe of 
his life; the inſtruction and ſalvation of im- 
mortal ſouls. - \ 

For the ſame reaſon, Jeſus conſtantly a- 
voided taking any part in the theological con- 
troverſies of the Jews, but in ſo far as he ſaw 
it neceſſary to ſecure the eſſential intereſts of 
true religion. 'The errors and corruptions of 
the Phariſees, as totally deſtructive of theſe 
important intereſts, he publickly and ſtrenu- 
ouſly oppoſed. The diſtinguiſhing error of 
the Sadducees, F as it tended to deſtroy the 
principal foundation upon which he was to 
propagate the practice of religion, he in like 
manner publickly confuted and condemned, 
With relation to every other diſpute, as not 
having an immediate connexion with the vir- 
tne and happineſs of men, he appears to have 
obſerved a perfect ſilence and neutrality. 
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The perpetual aim of his inſtructions, was to 
propagate the love of God and man, and the 
duties of a holy life, on the faith that he had 
come from God as the inſtructor and Sayi. 
our of mankind. 'Theſe eſſential intereſts of 
practical religion being guarded and ſecured, 
he neglected all inferior diſputes, and taught 
the things of God, in ſuch a manner, as ei. 
ther to withdraw the attention of the world 
from every uneſſential and intricate debate; 
or preſerve ſuch a temper of benignity and 
meekneſs among men, as might for ever u- 
nite their hearts, whatever diſagreement in | 
their judgments might ariſe. 

It is well known how much theological dif 
putes (oftentimes concerning matters of the 
moſt minute and inconſiderable moment) 
have diverted mens attention from thoſe e. 

ſential duties of religion which admit of no 
_ diſpute; nay, what unjuſt, and violent anti- 

pathies, deſtructive of the ſpirit, and deſign of 
all true religion have ariſen from ſuch dif- 
putes. 'This appears to have been the unhap- 
py ſituation of the Jews and the Samaritans in 
our Saviour's time, with relation to the con- 
troverſy which they had about the place 
where God was to be worſhipped. The Jens 
had openly renounced * all ſocial and friend 
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ly intercourſe with their antagoniſts, and 
formed ſuch an odious idea. of their charac- 
ter, as created in their breaſts the moſt im- 
placable hatred and rancour. Hence, in or- 
der to expreſs in the ſtrongeſt manner, their 
averſion to our Saviour, and to give him the 
moſt opprobrious appellation which their ima- 
ginations could deviſe, they called him a * Sa- 
maritan, and ſaid he had a devil. — The man- 
ner of our Saviour's deportment towards 
theſe religious antagoniſts, merits our parti- 
cular attention. It appears from various in- 
cidents recorded in the hiſtory of his life, 
that he not only diſapproved of that unnatu- 
ral hatred and antipathy, with which they 
conducted their debate, but that he had it in 
his view entirely to extinguith it. He fignifi- 
ed, indeed, in his converſation with the wo- 
man of Samaria, that the Jews were in the 


right, on the ſubject in debate between them 


and the Samaritans; but that, nevertheleſs, 
the queſtion which divided them, was of 


ſmall importance in itſelf, as it concerned not 


what was moſt effential in the worſhip of the 
Deity : and by the zeal which he expreſſed to 
inſtruct her, and the reſt of the Samaritags, 
in the doctrines of the goſpel, he ſufficiently 
declared, that notwithſtanding their diffe- 


John iv. 48, John iv. 23. 
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rence of opinion on the matter in debate;both 
Jews and Samaritans were equally capable of 
being the true worſhippers of God. Having 
thus prepared the way for their mutual re- 
doncilement, our Saviour took every proper 
_ occaſion to give the Jews a more favourable 
impreſſion of the Samaritans than they were 
diſpoſed to entertain, and thereby to deſtroy 
their mutual hatred and enmity. Thus, when 
he deſcribes the nature and extent of that be- 
nevolence and charity, which he came from 
heaven to propagate among. mankind, # he 
deſcribes it as exemplified in the conduct of 
a Samaritan, and ſets it in oppoſition to the 
conduct of a Jewiſh prieſt and Levite. By this 
deſcription; he undoubtedly intended to cor- 
rect the antipathy which the Jews entertained 
againſt the Samaritans, as perſons totally de- 
praved.—It was very probably with the ſame 
amiable intention, that Jeſus reprehended i in 
ſo ſtrong a manner, the ſeverity of his two 
diſciples, when they deſired him to bring fire 
from heaven to deſtroy the Samaritans, who 
had oppoſed him in his journey to Jeruſalem; 
declaring that the hatred and revenge which 
they expreſſed, was very different from the 
ſpirit which he came from heaven to promote 
among mankind : the purpoſe of his coming, 


i Luke x. 20.— + Luke ix. 81. 


JESUS. CHRIST. 33 


being not to © deſtroy, but to ſave the lives of 

*men,—With the ſame intention, the Evan- 
geliſt appears to have recorded the ſtory of 
the ten lepers, *® whom Jeſus cured of their 
diſeaſe, One of them, it is ſaid, was a Sama- 
ritan; and his gratitude for the favour he had 
received; is marked by the Evangeliſt, and 
commended by our Saviour with this particu- 
lar note of approbation, * That he was a 
* ſtranger,” 

From theſe few remarks on our Saviour's 
conduct, with relation to the political and re- 
ligious controverſies of the Jews, it may ap- 
pear, that he intended to exclude from the 
plan of his inſtructions every controverſy of 
this nature, which had not an immediate con- 


nexion with the virtue and immortal happi- 


neſs of men: and purpoſely avoided every in- 
tricate enquiry or debate, which might either 
perplex their underſtandings, or divide their 
hearts.——The goſpel was indeed delivered by 
him with a plainneſs and ſimplicity, which 
makes it level to the capacity of every honeſt 
mind; independant of the ſubtilty and art, 
and of all thoſe curious and intricate diſtinc- 
tions, by which, in after ages, the learning 
and philoſophy of men has win, attempted 
to explain it. 


— 


Luke xvii, 12. 


32 


84 THE LIFE OF: 

To give a more compleat idea of the mind 
that was in Chriſt, it ought to be obſerved, 
that when he acted on the influence of that 
benevolence and pity to the fouls of men, 
which was the leading principle of his life, he 
expreſſed a fortitude and ftrength of mind, 
and at the ſame time a tenderneſs and ſenſibi- 
lity, that were very ſingular, and, which be- 
ing equally diſcovered in his conduct, ſet the 
peculiar turn, and ſpirit of his character in 
the ſtrongeſt light. Theſe two qualities hard- 
ly meet together in the ſame character, in an 
eminent degree. Strength of mind, and an in- | 
trepid zeal, in oppoſing the corruptions of 
the world, have been uſually accompanied 
with a certain harſhneſs and ſeverity, which 
deſtroys the more tender and humane feelings 
of the heart: and this appears to have been a 
blemiſh in the character of ſome of the beſt of 
our reformers. On the other hand, men of 
delicate and tender ſentiments, are, from this 
particular complexion, apt to fail in that de- 
termined oppoſition, which they ought to give 
to the errors and corruptions of the world. 
When, therefore, theſe two different qualities 
are united, and their different extremes are 
equally avoided; they form at once, the moſt | 
reſpectable, and amiable character. They dif- 
cover withal, that the virtue of the perſon 
thus diſpoſed, is not founded on his natural 
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complexion, but upon a rational, and moral 
principle, ſeated in the heart. Now each of 
theſe in an eminent degree, were united in 
the character and life of Jeſus, and they both 
proceeded from the ruling principle of his 


life. Animated by this principle, he entirely 
overlooked the hatred and contempt to which 


he ſaw himſelf expoſed, when he teſtified a- 


gainſt the vices of the world; and expreſſed a 


ſtrength of reſolution, and integrity, which 
no degree of enmity or oppoſition, was able 


to control, —By the influence of the ſame 
principle, he was ſoftened i into the moſt ami- | 


able tenderneſs and pity; when he obſerved 


the miſeries of mankind, and employed his 


power, in relieving and comforting the miſe- 
rable, in the moſt affectionate, and tender 
manner, Let us take a view of his temper, 
and deportment, in theſe two different lights. 

By the acknowledgment of his oppoſers, 
He was true, and taught the way of God 

in truth, neither cared he for any man. for 


he regarded not the perſon of men.“ + This 


firmneſs and integrity remarkably appeared in 


the bold and open oppoſition which he gave 


to the moſt favourite ſuperſtitions of the po- 
pulace, and the prevailing corruptions of 


thoſe who were in the oy rank of power and 


7 Mat, xxii, 26,— 4 Mat. xxiii, z,— Luke xi. 37.— 
F 3, 
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popularity. Hereby he provoked the univer- 
ſal hatred of his countrymen againſt himſelf, 
zs a dangerous innovator in religion, and one 
who intended to deſtroy their law and pro- 
phets. On this account he was condemned, 
and put to death; and thus ſuffeted as a mar- 
tyr in that cauſe which he came from heaven 
to promote. 

Did any of the ancient Philoſophers in the 
ſame rave and honeſt manner, teſtify againſt 
the ſuperſtitions and idolatries of their coun- 
trymen ? ? Amidſt the many excellent leſſons 
which they taught, did they not ſtill comply 
with thoſe abſurd idolatries, which their phi- 
loſophy ſhould have led them to renounce! 
*The wiſeſt and the beſt of them vindicated 
himſelf from the imputation of impiety, by 
appealing to the regard he had exprefled for 
thoſe ignorant idolatries, which were oppoſed 
with ſuch a generous and manly zeal by the 
apoſtle of the Gentiles, when he preached the 
S to the Athenians +, 

The behaviour of Jeſus in this particular, 
was equally prudent and couragious. He pru 
dently and piouſly obſerved thoſe public forms, 
which either had their authority from God, 
or were ſerviceable to the cauſe of true rel: 
gion: whilſt with the moſt intrepid honour 


See Plato and Xenophon's Apologies, Acts xvil, 16 


JESUS Ans r. 87 
and integrity, he publickly declared againſt 
the ſuperſtitions by which it was corrupted 
and debaſed. The accounts which are given 
of the public and ſolemn manner, in which 
he teſtiſied againſt the corruptions of the 
Phariſees and Scribes, who were at that time 


deemed the guardians of religion by the po- 


ulace; ſhow an example of 1 integrity, forti- 
tude, and public ſpirit, which in a very di- 
ſtinguiſhed manner mark the character of 
that perſon who was to come into chis world, ä 
as a witneſs, a leader, and commander to 
the people, and of whom it had been pro- 
pheſied, + © That he ſhould not fail, nor be 
* diſcouraged, till he had ſet Judgment | in the 
Fearth,”-- 

By this public oppoſition to the an 
and example of the Phariſees and Scribes, 
againſt whom he conſtantly expreſſed the 
warmeſt zeal, Jeſus gave the moſt convincing 


evidence of the diſintereſtedneſs of his de- 


ſigns, and that, f He ſought not his own 
* glory, but the glory of him that ſent him.” 
The populace in every age are. fond. of a reli- 
gion conſiſting of external form, 'To this they 
are uſually. attached with an exceſſive zeal, 


paying to it an attention and — ſuperior 


* Mat. Xxiii. 1. — Mark vii. 1. — Luke xi. 37.— ä 
7 Iſaiah xlii, 4. + John vii. 18. 
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to what they give to the moſt important lam 


of moral conduct. This, in particular, ap- 
pears to have been the diſtinguiſhing ſpirit of 
the Jewiſh nation, at the period in which our 
Saviour lived: and the Phariſees and Scribe 
being the chief conductors and examples of 
this popular ſuperſtition, were therefore fol. 


Jowed with an implicit admiration, by the 


people of Jeruſalem, —Had then Jeſus in. 
tended to procure the favour of the Jewiſh 
nation, and to have ambitiouſly employed it 


to his own private reputation, or advantage; 
he muſt have eaſily perceived, that the proper 
meaſure, was to flatter this prevailing incli - 


nation; and to adapt the religion which he 
taught, to that exceſſive fondneſs for exter- 
nal form, for which the Jewiſh nation was at 
that period ſo remarkable. Jeſus, however, 
obſerved a very different and oppoſite plan, 


The religion which he taught, was of a very 


ſimple nature, and of a moral tendency ; con- 
fiſting in the exerciſe of virtuous and good 
affections towards God and man, and in obe- 
dience to the important and eternal laws of 
<« juſtice, faithfulneſs, and mercy ;* ſupported 
. by the faith, that he had come from God; as 
the teacher, and the Saviour of the world. 
Theſe with him were the weightier matters 
of the law; which he ſet in oppoſition to all 
external forms , and in particular to the forms 
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to which the Jewiſh people and their moſt ad- 


mired inſtructors, were at that time moſt zea- 
louſly attached. Hence, inſtead of gaining the 
applauſe and leading of the populace, his in- 
ſtructions were exceedingly diſguſting and un- 
popular ; and therefore as an enemy to true 


religion, he was perſecuted, and reproached, 


and put to death, 

What puts this part of our Aber O gs 
racter in the ſtrongeſt light, is this remarkable 
circumſtance; that not only in the general 
ſtrain of his inſtructions, he declared againſt 
the errors of the age and place in which he 


lived; but took every proper occaſion to de- 


clare againſt the particular errors and corrup- 
tions of the-perſons to whom his diſcourſes 
were immediately addreſſed.— An intereſted 
and deſigning teacher artfully accommodates 
his doctrine to the prejudices of his hearers, . 
and tries to captivate their favour and ap- 
plauſe, by flattering their favourite corrupti- 
ons. But the blefſed Jeſus always choſe ſuch 
topics of inſtruction, and treated them in ſuch 
a manner, as was moſt directly calculated to 
expoſe the favourite corruptions and miſtakes 
of the perſons to whom they were addreſſed; 

whether they were his profeſſed friends, or 
his open adverſaries, Many ſtriking inſtan- 
ccs of this kind occur in the hiſtory of the 
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goſpel.— * When the Phariſees were watch. 
ing him, and ſought for an occaſion of accuſ. 
ing him, as a violator of the Sabbath-day; he 
took the opportunity, both by his inſtru, 
ons and example, to correct their ſuperſtit. 
ous views of that religious inſtitution, and to 
give them a rational account of its nature and 
deſign. — + Obſerving among the Phariſees 
with whom he was in company, the marks of 
an immoderate ambition, he took occaſion ta 
inſtry& them in the nature and importance 
of humility, and deſcribed the unlawfulnek 
and folly of their pride. On the ſame occ 
fion, when a man of eminence among the 
Phariſees had given an entertainment at hi 
Houſe; (and probably thought that ſuch an 
expreſſion of his hoſpitality was a ſufficient 
proof of the goodneſs of his character) Jeſus 
took occaſion to repreſent their inſignificance, 
when they were beſtowed on thoſe to whon 
they could be of little or of no importance, 
and who had it in their power to make a fuit- 
able return; whilſt the moſt important off 
ces of mercy to perſons in indigence and di 
ſtreſs, and from whom no return could be re- 
ceived, were neglected and forgot, —On an- 
other occaſion, we are informed, ꝗ that when 
he was diſcourſing to the Phariſees, who wert 


Lake xiv. 2.— f bid. .— f Luke xvi, 13-— 


JESUS CHRIST. or 
noted for their covetouſneſs, he taught them 
in a very candid and intrepid manner, the 
guilty and deſtructive nature of their crime, 


and its utter inconſiſtency with that ſervice of 
almighty God, to which they made very high 


pretenſions. — In the ſame light we are to 


conſider the explications which he gave in his 


ſermon on the mount, “of the genuine ex- 


tent and meaning of the moral law, in oppo- 
fition to the explications which had been gi- 
ven by the popular and artful teachers of the 
times. 

As Jeſus thus candidly and werepihy ex- 
poſed the errors and corruptions of his coun- 
trymen, who were his open and avowed ad- 


verſaries, he no leſs candidly oppoſed the fa- 


vourite miſtakes and errors of his friends. 


Their fond and ſanguine expectations of tem- 


poral proſperity, — the vain imaginations they 
had got, about the external pomp and power 
of the Meſſiah; — their ambitious contentions 
fot pre-eminence and place ;—theſe he fairly 
and faithfully expoſed ; engaging them to 
follow him, and embrace the goſpel which he 
taught, by no one idea that was ſuited to the 
taſte of a vain and corrupt heart. The mo- 
tives and encouragements which he fet before 
them, could have no attractive, but with per- 


" Mat, v. 20. 
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ſons whoſe taſte and temper were refined from 
every ſelfiſh, or ambitious paſſion :. nay Jeſys 
fairly told his friends, that they ſhould not 
be able to obtain the rewards and honours of 
his ſervice, but by a voluntary reſignation of 
all thoſe intereſts and honours, which are pur- 
ſued with the greateſt eagerneſs, by the (el. 
fiſhneſs and vanity of man; and by a patient 
ſubmiſſion to all the oppoſite afflictions which 
the hatred and malice of the world could in- 
Hlict. 
| If 0 we conſider the many inſtances of this | 
kind which occur in the + life of Jeſus, we 
muſt undoubtedly perceive, in a very ſtrong 
light, the integrity and candour of his charac- 
ter; and that without deſiring any favour, or 
aliftzoce from the world, nay in ſpite of e- 
very oppoſition which the world could give; 
he reſted the ſucceſs of his cauſe on the baſis 
of its own evidence and moment, and the pe- 
culiar protection of Almighty God. 

To this openneſs and intrepidity, in de- 
claring againſt the errors and corruptions of 
the world, Jeſus added the moſt amiable ten- 
derneſs and ſenſibility, —Whilft he was mak- 
ing his laſt public journey to Jeruſalem, the ſa- 


I Mat. x. 16.—34.——xvt. 24.—Xx. 25. — XXIV. 9 
Mark viii. 34. — Luke ix. 23.—$7. — XIV. 25. — ii. 
18. John xvi. x, 
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cred hiſtorian informs us, | that coming near 
the city, © He beheld it, and wept over it, ſay- 
* ing, If thou hadſt known, even thou, at 
jeaſt in this thy day, the things which belong 


of unto thy peace ! but now they are hid from 
of . tine eyes. For the days ſhall come, that 
1 thine enemies ſhall caſt a trench about thee, 
l- and compaſs thee round, and keep thee in 
at on every ſide, and ſhall lay thee even with 
h BY ground, and thy children within thee 
. and they ſhall not leave in thee one ſtone 
* upon another: becauſe thou kneweſt not 


the time of thy viſitation. This city of Je- 
ſalem over which he wept, and for which 
ic expreſſed his pity; in this affectionate and 
ender manner, had given him the moſt inju- 
ious and provoking uſage. The beneficent 
nd mighty miracles which he had wrought, 
and the gracious words which had proceeded 
rom his mouth; had been ſpitefully traduced ; 

ind with the moſt malicious artifice, blacken- 
d into the appearances of guilt by the peo- 
le of Jeruſalem : and he knew that in a few 
lays, he was to ſuffer much greater injuries, 
nd a miſerable death from their wickedneſs 
nd malice. He knew withal, that thoſe mis- 
ortunes of the people of Jeruſalem, over 
Flich he thus wept and mourned, were te 


Luke xix, 41. 
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iniquity againſt himſelf; and as a ſignal a. 


the human heart, which leads us to be ple 


againſt ourſelves. That ſelf-eſteem whichi 


merit of the ſufferer.— A ſeverer trial coul 
ſcarce be given to this principle in human i 
ture, than what was given to it when Jel 
_ beheld the city of Jeruſalem. It was howere 


. uſually ſo powerful in the heart of man, au 


getful of its wickedneſs, and malice agi 


come upon them, as the puniſhment of thei 


teſtation from the providence of God to hi 
own innocence and dignity. In theſe cir 
cumſtances, the tenderneſs and compaſſion 
which Jeſus here expreſſed, was very fingular, 
— There is ſomething in the conſtruction of 


ſed with the puniſhment of hcrrid and atr, 
cious wickedneſs, eſpecially if it is commitie 


ſo natural to the heart of man, is hereby fla 
tercd and careſſed. We look upon the pu 
niſhment as a kind of reparation for the inj 
ry, and a juſt humiliation of the guilt and dt 


entirely overcome by the ſuperior influen 
of his compaſſion... The ſuggeitions of th 
ſelf- eſteem, anger, and impatience, which: 


would have been ſo natural in the preſe 
caſe, were totally ſuppreſt. When he can 
near and beheld the city, he beheld it in! 
other light, than as an object of his pity. Ft 


himſelf; forgetful of the vindication of! 
own innocence and dignity, wats he Ener 
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heir was to ariſe from its deſtruction ; regardleſs 
| WY alſo of his own approaching ſufferings and 


) his | 
cir and ſaid, If &c. | POR 
Moll ln certain circumſtances, grief arid tears 


ular are not unbecoming in the greateſt man: they 

n of may even indicate the dignity and greatneſs of 
plea his character; when they proceed from ſuch 
atroM ſentiments as great and good minds only are 


ſuſceptible of. It will be difficult for us to 
imagine any circumſtance of life, in which 


itte 
ch'1 


fat they could appear with a more becoming dig- 
e puWnity, or indicate a nobler turn of heart, than 
ina what our Saviour expreſſed when he beheld 
d eruſalem and wept.. 


Another ſtrong diſcovery is given of the 
lame ſtate of mind, by the manner in which 
he foretold the treachery of Judas. * Jeſus, 
' fays the Evangeliſt John “, was troubled in 
' ſpirit, and teſtified, and ſaid, Verily verily I 
ſay unto you; that one of you ſhall betray 
me.“ That this trouble was not on his own 
gzccount, but on account of the unhappy man 
whom he was to be betrayed, may be fairly 
ferred from the narrative which is given of 
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in this matter by the other three Evangeliſts. 
: Fe When Jeſus told his diſciples, that one of them 
gainiould betray him, he added, (theſe Evange- 
of! „ : | 


ne John xili, 21. 


death, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 


trouble of compaſſion for the miſerable man, 
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the crime, Jeſus expreſſed the greateſt ſatis 


ſelf, becauſe by what he was to ſuffer, through 
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men ſuffer by their own wickedneſs, eſpeci 
ally if their wickedneſs be of a vgs n 
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liſts obſerve) a compaſſionate and tender l. 
mentation over the wickedneſs and miſery of 
—_ of whom he ſpake. ' + The Son of 
man indeed goeth, as it is written of him! 


but wo to that man by whom the Son of 
man is betrayed: good were it for that man, 


© if he had never been born.“ This account 


: given by three of the Evangeliſts, compared 


with the narrative of St. John, makes it evi. 
dent, that the trouble of his ſpirit was the 


who was going by his wickedneſs to deftroy 
himſelf, It is farther evident, from what the 
ſame Evangeliſt John obſerves, that immedi. 
ately after Judas had gone out to perpetrate 


faction and complacency with relation to him- 


the treachery of Judas, his heavenly Father, 
and himſelf were to be glorified, 4 Wher 
Judas was gone out, Jeſus ſaid, Now is the 
* Son of man glorified, and God is glorikec 
in him.” — Conſidering the matter in thi 
light, Jeſus here expreſſed a very uncommon 
ſtrain of tenderneſs and generoſity, Wher 


+ Mat. xxvi. 24. Mark xiv. 27. * xxii, 21. 
} John xiii, 32. 1 % 
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and atrocious nature, the ſentiments. of pity 
are uſually filenced by hatred of their wicked- 
nels, and a ſenſe of the juſtice of their pu- 
niſhment. This is much more the natural ſi- 
tuation of the human heart, when the guilty 
ſuffer for a crime, which hath been commit- 
ted againſt ourſelves. But the goodneſs and 
' humanity of Jeſus excluded every ſentiment, 
but that of pity for the miſerable man who 
was going to betray him. . He made no reflec- 
tions on his own innocence, or on the guilt 
of his betrayer, but ſuch as proceeded from 
this principle. When he ſpake of his iniqui- 
ty, it was not to expreſs reſentment, but com- 
paſſion ; viewing it only in the light of its 
connexion with his future miſery, © When he 
* teſtified and ſaid, one of you ſhall betray 
me; he was troubled in ſpirit, and ſaid, The 
Son of man goeth as it is written of him, 
but wo unto the man by whom he is be- 
ured: good were it for that 1 man he had 
never been born.” | 
An inſtance of the like humanity anda ten- 
Lberneſs appeared ſoon after he had been be- 
trayed, and immediately before his crucifixi- 
on. When he was going from Jeruſalem to 
the place of execution, he obſerved ſome of 
lis particular friends weeping, and bewailing 
his unhappy fate. But Jeſus, with a greatneſs, 
and dignity of mind peculiar to himſelf, re- 
| G | 
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in which Jeſus was at that time, he diſcovered 
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prehended their diſtreſs, and defired them to 
be concerned only for themfelves, and their 


rn but not for him. + © Jeſus turning 


© unto them, ſaid, Weep not for me, but weey 
for yourfelves, and for your children, For 
* behold, the days are coming, when they | 
* ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are the barren, &c.“ Being 
perfectly reſigned to the will of God, wi 
relation to his own perſonal calamities, his 
whole intention was employed about the inte- 
reſts of his countrymen and friends, Their 
atrocious wickedneſs in putting him to death, 
and the miſeries which they were bringing on 
themſelves, and their poſterity, were, even in 
the bitterneſs of death, the only objects that 


affected him, and about which alone he would 


have his weeping friends exprefs their pity and 
concern. Conſidering the mournful ſituation 


in this conduct, a grandeur and humanity, 
which would have been much admired. in 
common ſtory g. | 


+ Loke xxith, 27.— 

+ See x great encomium by Voltaire on St. Hi klalre. Hi 
arm being ſhot by the ſame bullet that killed Marſhal de Tu- 
renne, and his ſon who'ſtood by him weeping and bewailiny 
his misfortune, St Hilaire ſaid to him, It is not for me, but 
* for that great man, (pointing to Turenne) for whom yo! 
©* ovght to mourn.” Words, ſays Voltaire. that may be com- 
pared to what is moſt heroic and ſublime in the reeords of bi 
tory. Voltaire Lewis XIV. vol. 1. P. 26a. . 
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I ſhall mention only one other inſtance of 
this delicate humanity and tenderneſs of mind, 
which, amidſt expreſſions of the higheſt dig- 
nity and grandeur, appeared in the life of Je- 
ſus —* At the grave of Lazarus, we are in- 
formed, that Jeſus © groaned in ſpirit, and was 
« troubled, and wept.* This diſtreſs appears 


to have proceeded from that ſocial tenderneſs 


and ſympathy, which is planted in our nature 
by the hand of God; and which is indeed one 
of the moſt beaurifel impreſſions of his hand, 
upon the heart of man, Jeſus ſeeing Mary 
and her fiſter Martha, and the Jews who had 
come from Jeruſalem on occaſion of the death. 
of Lazarus, much afflicted, and in tears, on 
the loſs of their beloved friend, mingled his 


1 and tears, and * wept with them that 


wept. When Jeſus ſaw his ſiſters weeping, 
and the Jews alſo woegdng, he was troubled 

in ſpirit, and wept.' — This diſtreſs might 
probably proceed alſo from another cauſe, 
and one that was peculiar to himſelf. Jeſus, 
we may believe, obſerved the ignorance and 
weakneſs of his friends, in being ſo deeply 
moved by an event which, to his view, muſt 


have appeared ſo ſlight a one; viz. that their 
virtuous friend had, for a little while, got the 


ſtart of them in his paſſage to the heavenly | 


* John xi, 33.—— | 
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world. In this light Jeſus had directed them ö 
to conſider the event. v. 23. Thy brother 


© ſhall riſe again. v. 25; I am the reſurrecti- 


* on and the life, he that believeth' in me, 


though hewere dead, yet ſhall he live. je. 
ſus had a perfect knowledge of the happineſs 
of the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect. He 
knew that his departed friend was now among 
that bleſſed number; and having the whole 
compals of eternity before him, the interval 
between the death of Lazarus and that of his 
ſurviving friends, muſt have appeared a very 
inconfiderable period in his eye. Viewing the 
death of Lazarus in this peculiar light, he pi- 
tied and wept for the extreme afflition of his 
friends, proceeding from ſuch an inconfide- 
Table cauſe. Had they been ſufficiently en- 
lightened by the diſcoveries of life and im- 
mortality, which he had given them, their af. 
fliction, he knew, would have been remark- 
ably diminiſhed, if not totally removed. He 
therefore groaned within himſelf, and was 
* troubled in ſpirit, and wept,” when he ſaw 
his friends ſo deeply affected by the tempo- 
rary afflictions of this preſent life, and ſo little 
affected by the intereſting objects of that fu- 


ture and eternal life, in which he had inſtruc- 


ted them. 
Thus, it may appear with what an amiable 
tenderneſs of ſpirit Jeſus was endowed, Com- 
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paſſion for the miſeries of men, eſpecially for 
thoſe miſeries, which they had brought upon 


' themſelves by their own ignorance and guilt ; 


was the ruling principle by which he was con- 


ducted through the whole of life. To the 


gentle diftates of this generous compaſſion, all 
anger, impatience, or contempt, ſo natural 


and ſo powerful in the mind of man, con- 
ſtantly gave place, — You will find him ac- 
cordingly, always putting the moſt merciful 
and mild conſtructions on the faults of men, 


which they could admit of; eſpecially on fuch | 


2s were committed againſt himſelf, —* Hence 
he check d the ſeverity and reſentment of his 
diſciples againſt the, Samaritans, who had 
oppoſed him in his journey to Jeruſalem, — 
+ Hence he check'd the pride and ſeverity of 
the Phariſees againſt the woman who had been 
convicted of adultery. t Hence, when he re- 
buked his diſciples in the garden of Gethſe- 
mane, for their inattention and ſtupidity, he 
at the ſame time made the mildeſt and the beſt 


apology for them that he could. Fhe ſpirit 


indeed is willing, but the fleſh is weak.“ — 
Hence he check'd the anger of the diſciples 
at the ſons of Zebedee; adding the divineſt 


leſſon of meekneſs and humility, that ever had 


* Luke xi. 51. — + John vii. 1. I Mat. xxvi. 4a. 
Mat. XX. 24. | | : 
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been taught, Ye know that the princes of 
© the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, 
© and they that are great exerciſe authority 

upon them; but it ſhall not be ſo among 

you: whoſborer will be great among you 
let him be your miniſter : and whoſoever 
© will be chief among you, let him be your ſer- 
© yant; even as the Son of man came not to 
be miniſtered unto, but to miniſter, and to 
give his life a ranſom for many. — * Hence 
in fine, expiring on the croſs, he interceded 
with his Father in behalf of thoſe who were 
barbarouſly putting him to death ; adding for 
them an apology, which nothing but the 
higheſt pitch of humanity and mildneſs could 

ſuggeſt. Father, forgive them, for they r 

not what they do.” 

Jo ſet this gentleneſs and ood of the 
bleſſed Jeſus in its proper light, it ought to be 
obſerved ; that by the conſtruction of the hu- 
man nature, men are led to conſider wicked- 
neſs and guilt, as the proper object of their 
hatred and anger, and as meriting a proper 
puniſhment. This part of the human frame 
we cannot but approve, and in our preſent fi 
tuation it appears to be of great importance. 
There is nevertheleſs another light.in which 
' the milder diſpoſitions of humanity would lead 


* Luke xxiii. 34. 
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us to conſider the wickedneſs of men; viz. as 
the ſource of their own unhappineſs and miſe- 
y; and on that account, the object of compaſ- | 
ſion to a virtuous and honeſt mind. If then, 
while one retains all that averſion and hatred 
to the vices of the world which is requiſite to 

\ diſcourage and oppoſe them, he, at the ſame 
time, from a meek and calm attention to the 
miſery, with which they are connected in the 
ſcheme of providence, is diſpoſed to pity, ra- 
ther than to anger, and from this gentle prin- 
ciple employs the ſtrongeſt efforts in his pow- 
er, to enlighten and reclaim the vicious; this 
undoubtedly diſcovers the moſt excellent and 
perfect ſtate of mind we can conceive, —In 
this ſtate of mind, Jeſus ſo invariably preſer- 


ved himſelf through the whole of his tranſac- © 


tions with mankind, that in no one circum- 
ſtance of his life, do we find him expreſſing a- 
ny ſentiment or affection towards them, but 
what proceeded from its influence. The 
vrathful and vindictive paſſions of the human 
heart ſeem to have had, in no inſtance, the 
direction of his conduct; though they often 
met with the ſevereſt provocation. We are 
indeed informed that he was once provoked 
to anger. But it was but once: and by attend- 
ing to the circumſtances of the caſe, we ſhall 
be able to perceive, that this ſingle inſtance of 
his anger perfectly conſiſts with what has been 
G 4 
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juſt now obſerved, nay is a ſtrong confirmati. 
on of its truth, When the Phariſees were 
watching for an opportunity of acculing him, 
+* He looked round about on them, ' ſays the 
Evangeliſt, *with anger, being grieved for the 
* hardneſs of their hearts. This hardneſs of 
their hearts, or the unfeeling and obſtinate op- 
poſition which they gave to the important in- 
ſtructions which he brought from God, the 
truth of which he had confirmed with ſuch 
convincing evidence; moved his anger. But 
this anger, we are told, proceeded from his 
grief; he looked upon them with anger, be- 
* ing grieved for the hardneſs of their hearts. 
This grief could be nothing but the tender and 
humane diſtreſs which his pity made him feel, 
when he obſerved their ignorance and guilt, 
and its fatal conſequences on their future hap- 
pineſs. It was the grief which a compaſſionate 
and tender heart conceives at the fight of hu- 
man miſery. His anger proceeding from this 
generous and amiable ſource, could not be 
accompanied with pride, hatred, or revenge, 
but with gentleneſs, benignity and mercy: 
nor could it prompt him to oppoſe, but, to 
promote the happineſs of the perſons by whom 
it was provoked. It was the ſame ſpecies of an- 
ger which is felt by an affectionate and tender 


+ Mark iii, 3. 
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parent, when he ſees his beloved child ſtray- 
ing from the path of innocence and happineſs, 
and running himſelf into deſtruction by his 
own inſenſibility and folly. This anger, not 
ariſing from the ſelfiſh but the ſocial and hu- 

mane aſſections of the heart, prompts the pa- 
rent, not to harſhneſs and ſeverity, or to hurt 
the welfare of his child; but on the contrary 
to ſave him, by every merciful and uſeful of- 
fice in his power. When anger proceeds 
from an idea of injuſtice to ourſelves, it may 
be deemed a ſelfiſh paſſion; and is more or 
les accompanied with hatred, and deſire of 
revenge; prompting us to inflict ſome puniſh- 
ment or evil, on the perſon .againſt whom it 
is conceived, But when it riſes from the 
idea of another's folly and injuſtice to him- - 
ſelf, and is accompanied with grief and ſor- 
row at the fight of his unhappineſs, it is a 
feeling that proceeds from goodneſs, and has 
no other effect upon our conduct, than to 
prompt us by every gentle office in our power, 
to ſave the perſon againſt whom it is conceiv- 
ed, from his unhappineſs and folly. —This 


was the mind which was in Chrift Jeſus; 


which beſides its own excellence, was ſuited 
vith a ſingular propriety to the nature of his 
office, and the motive of his coming to this 
world, which was, To ſeek and ſave that 

' which was loſt. = | 
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To this tenderneſs and ſenſibility, on oc. 
caſion of the different objects of diſtreſz 
which Jeſus met with in this world, may he 
joined thoſe peculiar ſentiments of tender. 
neſs, which he expreſſed to his choſen follow. 


ers and friends. Although it was the general 
purpoſe of his life, to be the common friend 


and benefactor of the whole human race, yet 


he judged it proper to make choice of a few 
particular perſons to be the conſtant compa- 
nions of his miniſtry : and for them, he ma- 
nifeſted, upon all occaſions, a peculiar affec- 
tion and regard. Jeſus appears to have made 
this choice of them with two deſigns. Firſt, 
That he might inſtruct them fully in the doc- 
trines.of the goſpel, and thereby qualify them 
fully, for being inſtructors to the reſt of man- 
kind. Secondly, That, in his conduct to- 
wards them, he might exemplify that pecu- 
liar friendſhip and regard, which he intend- 
ed, and promiſed to expreſs towards all who 
ſhould become afterwards his friends to the 
end of the world. His behaviour towards 
theſe his choſen friends, makes a conſiderable 
part of the hiſtory of his life; and it ſets be- 
fore us a moſt beautiful example of the diſin- 
tereſted friendſhip of a virtuous and feeling 
heart. The expreſſions of it may be traced 
through the whole of his public miniſtry; in 

the care and pains which he employed, 
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*to inſtruct them fully in the doctrines of the 
ooſpel, —T to prepare them for the trials, he 
foreſaw, they were to meet with in the ſer- 
vice of religion, and to ꝗ furniſh them with 
proper grounds of conſolation and ſupport, 
when they ſhould be called to ſuffer in his . 


cauſe. But this part of his character appears 


in the ſtrongeſt light, from the diſcourſe 
which he directed to his friends, and the 
prayer which he addreſſed to his father in 
their behalf, a little before his death, 

When the diſciples (whom he expreſsly 
called his friends) began to apprehend that 
he was ſoon to leave the world, whereby they 
would loſe the benefit and comfort of his 
preſence; the proſpe& very much troubled 
and afflicted them. Jeſus obſerving their an- 
xiety, addreſſed them, as their friend, in the 
following manner. Let not your heart be 
* troubled ; ye believe in God, believe alſo in 
me. In my Father's houſe are many man- 
ſions; if it were not ſo, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you; and 
*1f I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to myſelf; that 
here I am, there you may be alſo.— But, 
that the interval between his leaving them, 


* Mat xiii. 5 + Mat. x. 16,— xxiv. 3.— Mark xiii. 
9. | Luke xii, 32.— xxi. | 8 John xiv. 1. 
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and his return ta receive them to himſelf 
might not be entirely comfortleſs ; he pro- 
- miſes to ſupply his place by the Spirit of 
Truth, whom, as ſoon as he was gone, he 
would ſend from heav'n, to be their com- 
forter and guide, and to abide with them for 
ever. Þ+ © I will pray the Father, and he ſhall 
give you another Comforter, that he may 
* abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of 
Truth. He ſhall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, 
* whatſoeverlT ſaid unto you. For their far- | 
ther comfort, he aſſures them that if they con- 
tinued in the words which he had given them, 
they ſhould not only be beloved by himſelf, 
but likewiſe by his heavenly Father, to whoſe 
preſence, as their advocate and patron, he 


was going to return. * He that hath my 


* commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
© that loveth me; and he that loveth me ſhall 
be loved of my Father, If a man love me, 
© he will keep my words; and my Father will 
© love him, and we will come and make our 
* abode with him. At that day ye ſhall ak 
© in my name; and I ſay not that I will pray 
the Father for you; for the Father himſelf 
* loveth you, becauſe ye have loved me, and 
* have believed that I came out from God. 


+ John xiv. 16, 26. John xiv. 21. Xvi. 26. 
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On theſe promiſes he gives them peace, and 
gives it in the moſt ſincere and feeling man- 
ner; aſſuring them that they needed not to 
be afraid or troubled at the thought of his 
departure from them: + Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you; not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you: let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
He indeed candidly informs them, that they 
muſt incur the enmity and hatred of the 
world ; but, at the ſame time, gives them ſuch 
W : view of the cauſes of this enmity, and ſug- 

geſts ſuch grounds of conſolation, as could 
not fail of reconciling them to it, and of af- 


: fording them an immediate experience of that 
. peace of mind, which he was now leaving 

them, in ſpite of it.“ If the world hate you, 
; ye know that it hated me before it hated 


you. If ye were of the world, the world 
i ' would love his own : but becauſe ye are not 
' of the world, but I have choſen you out of 
1 the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
Remember the word that I ſaid unto you, 
k The ſervant is not greater than the lord. If 
they have perſecuted me, they will alſo per- 
ic ſecute you: if they have kept my ſaying, 
4 they will keep yours alſo. But all theſe 
» ' things will they do unto you for my name's 


t John xiv. 47. " John XV, 18.— 
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* ſake, becauſe they know not him that ſent © 

* me. They ſhall put you out of the ſynz. 

* gogues; yea, the time cometh, that who. 

_ © ſoever killeth yon, will think he doth God 

* ſervice, Theſe things will they do unto you, 

© becauſe Ghop: have not known the Father, 
* nor me.” 

With the Ges Sa and commiliilin 
deſign, he forewarns them of the ſorrow and 
diſtreſs which they ſhould feel on his depar: 
ture from them; but withal aſſures them, 
that their ſorrow would very ſoon be turned 
into joy. * © Verily I ſay unto you, ye ſhallf 
* weep and lament, but the world ſhall re- 
* joice: and ye ſhall be ſorrowful, but your 
* ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy. A woman 
* when ſhe is in travail, hath ſorrow, becauſe 
her hour is come: but as ſoon as ſhe is de- 
© livered of the' child, ſhe remembreth no 
more the anguiſh, for joy that a man 1s 
born into the world. And ye now there- 
© fore have ſorrow; but I will ſee you again 
and your heart ſhall rejoice, / and your jo) 
© no man taketh from you. In the world,) 
* ſhall have tribulation; but be of goo 
| © cheer, I have overcome the world.” 

In this affectionate and tender manner, dd 
Jeſus, in the near proſpect which he had o fo 


John xvi. 20, 33. 
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returning to the Father, take leave of his be- 
loved friends, and provided for their future 
comfort and tranquillity, | 
Immediately after Jeſus had ended this diſ- 
courſe, he addreſſed a ſolemn prayer to the 
Father, wherein, in a ſtill more affectionate 


and ſtriking manner, he expreſſes his concern 
for the welfare of his friends. He begins the 


prayer, by declaring to the Father, that the 
honour and reward which he requeſted from 
him was, that by his influence, his friends 
might be admitted to eternal life.” * * Father, 
the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy 
* Son alſo may glorify thee. As thou haſt 
given him power over all fleſh, that he 
ſhould give eternal life to as many as thou 
' haſt given him. And this is life eternal, that 
they might know thee the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, I 
have glorified thee on earth; I have finiſhed 
"the work which thou haſt given me to do. 
And now, O Father, glorify thou me.'— 
By this requeſt, Jeſus, in the moſt exalted 
ſtrain of friendſhip, makes his own glory 
(which, he knew, was always dear unto the 
Father) to conſiſt in the eternal welfare of 
his friends, He requeſts it therefore, on the 
_ of that regard which the Father en- 
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tertained for his beloved Son, and as the re. 


ward of that ſubmiſſion to his will, where 
he had glorified him on earth, and * finiſhed 


the work which he had given him to do,” 
As Jeſus had no other deſign in coming to 


the world, but to enlighten and to ſave the 
ſouls of men, he therefore aſked no other re. 
ward or honour from the Father, but that 
his followers and friends, even thoſe whom 
© God had given him,” ſhould, by his influ- 
ence, be raiſed to everlaſting life. — As a far- 
ther argument on which he requeſted the 


eternal welfare of his friends, he deſcribes | 


them as equally belonging to the Father, and 
as equally entitled to his friendſhip, in re- 
gard, they had candidly embraced the meſ- 
ſage he had brought from God. * I have 


' © manifeſted thy name unto the men which 


thou gaveſt me out of the world: thine they 


* were, and thou gaveſt them me; and they 


have kept thy word. I pray for them which 
* thou haſt given me, for they are thine; and 
© all mine are thine, and thine are mine. 
To add weight to his requeſt, and more fully 
to expreſs the ſtrength of his concern for the 
welfare of his friends, he further pleads, that 
he himſelf was ſoon to leave the world, that 
then, theſe tender objects of his care, would 
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de expoſed to all the evils of the world, deſti- 
tute of that direction and ſecurity which they 
had hitherto enjoyed, from his being preſent 
with them; and that, therefore, they would 


ſand in need of a peculiar protection from 
the providence of his Father. And now 


I am no more ip the world, but theſe are in 
the world, and I come to thee, Holy Fa- 


ther, keep through thine own name, thoſe 
(whom thou haſt given me. Whilſt T was - 
with them in the world, I kept them in thy 
name: and now I come to thee, I have gi- 
yen them thy word, and the world hath hat- 
' ed them, becauſe they are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world. To finiſh 
his requeſt, and as the higheſt wiſh which his 
heart could form in behalf of his followers 
and friends, he ſupplicates the Father to unite 
them to himſelf, and make them one with 
him, in like manner as the Father and the 
Son were one. Þ+ © That they all may be one, 
'as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; 


| © that they alſo may be one in us, I in them, 


and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
' fet in one, and that the world may know 
that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them, 
as thou haſt loved me. The full ſenſe and 
meaning of theſe expreſſions, it may be diffi- 
John xvi, 22. f John avi, an,— 
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cult to underſtand. But this much at leaf 
they ſignify, that Jeſus here prayed unto the 
Father, that his friends might act upon the 


ſame plan, and be united with himſelf, in the 


ſame deſign of eſtabliſhing the influence of 
truth and righteouſneſs among mankind, az 
he himfelf was united with the Father in this 
glorious cauſe; and that, after their depar: 
ture from the world, they might be admitted 
to the heavenly manſions; where the bleſſed 
conſequences of this union with the Father, 
and with the Son, were to be enjoyed for e 
ver in their full perfection. —And a more im- 
portant, and ſublime * cannot be cons 
ceived! 

Thus Jeſus paged in favour of his friends 
and in the immediate view of leaving them, 
committed them to the care and protection of 
his Father. Could the moſt affectionate pa- 


rent upon earth, when juft about to leave | 


the world, with all the tendereſt emotions of 
parental friendſhip and anxiety, awakened in 
his boſom by a ſenſe of the dangers to which 
his beloved offspring were ſoon to be expoſed, 
more earneſtly ſupplicate the care of heaven 
in their behalf, than Jeſus here ſupplicates 
his heavenly. Father to be the guardian of his 
friends, after he himſelf ſhould leave the 
world! 
It will give us a more complete idea of the 


wt WwEF wo Tr + ao oe T 


1 . 


Sy = 


JESUS CHRIST, dig” 
character of Jeſus to obſerve, that in proſe- 
cuting the deſign for which he had come from 
God, he conſtantly expreſſed a ſublime indif- 
ference about his own ſituation in this world, 
and all thoſe advantages of life which ſo deep- 
y intereſt the affections of the reſt of man- 


kind. The only object which affected him, 
was the advancement of the glory of his Fa- 


ther, by the holineſs and happineſs of men. 
He had no other project or attachment upon 
earth. This world he viewed only in the light 
of its being loſt in ignorance and wickedneſs; 
and himſelf only in the light of his being ſent 
into it by his Father, to conduct mankind to 
knowledge, holineſs, and immortality, In e- 
very other reſpect, as he expreſſes it himſelf, 
„He was not of this world.“ This elevated 
ſtate of mind appears not only from the great 
indifference with which he treated all the ex-. _ 
ternal comforts of this life, but from the fin- 
gular tranquillity and chearfulneſs of mind 
with which he bore all its oppoſite afflictions; 
more eſpecially the great afflictions which he 
ſuffered at his death. Jeſus had foreſeen 
them, and had. frequently foretold them to 
his friends. When he ſpake of them, it was 
vith expreflions of complacency, conſidering 
them as the appointments of his heavenly Fa- 
ther, and the means of his accompliſhing thoſe 
great deſigns of Providence for which he had 
H 2 
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come into this world; and which, in chis view, 
he had voluntarily choſen to undergo, Two 
inſtances in particular may deſerve our atten- 
tion . f 
Aan ine paſſage of the goſpel 6 pro- 
duced, * it is obſerved, that immediately af. 
ter Judas had gone out to execute his traiter- 
ous deſign, Jeſus, as to what concerned him- 
ſelf, expreſſed his approbation and compla- 
cency, in the following terms; © Now is the 
* Son of man glorified, and God is glorified 
in him: that is; Judas is gone out to ex- 


ecute his wicked and inſidious deſign: by his 


means J am juſt going to be delivered into the 
hands of cruel men, and to ſuffer a diſho- 
nourable and miſerable death. I rejoiee ne- 
vertheleſs, in the melancholy proſpect; as l 
know that by this means my office as the 8a- 
viour of the world ſhall be known, and in 
conſequence of this, the glory of my Father, 
and the everlaſting intereſts of men thall be 
ſecured. 
2dly, Another ftrong every of the ame 
ſtate of mind is recorded by St. Matthew f. 
When Jeſus had acquainted his diſciples with 
the ignominious and painful manner in which 
be was to die, Peter full of zeal for the ho- 
nour of his maſter, (which however at that 


John ali, 312. f Mat. i. ate 
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time he did not underſtand) thus expreſſed his 
diſſatisfaction and ſurprize: Be it far from 
thee, Lord: this ſhall not come unto thee.* . 
To which Jeſus thus replied ; * Get thee be- 

' hind me, Satan, or thou adverſary, thou art 
an offence to me; for thou ſavoureſt not the 


. things that be of God, but thoſe that be of 


men: i. e. thy judgment in this matter is di- 
rected by the wiſdom of this world, but not 
by the wiſdom that comes from God. It ap- 
pears from this reply, that Jeſus was regard- 
Jeſs of himſelf, and determined in the ſtrong- 
et manner, that his own intereſt and honour 
ſhould be entirely overlooked, if ever they in-. 
terfered with the glory of his Father, or the 
happineſs of men : nay, that he would regard 
his beſt friends as his greateſt enemies, if they 
ſhould endeavour to diſcourage him from ſuf- 
fering in this cauſe. The judgment therefore 
of the apoſtle Peter, though it proceeded 
from friendſhip to himſelf, was n * 
him with a generous diſdain. 

In the like circumſtance, any other perſon 
would have commended the affection of his 
friend, and joined with him in expreſſing his 
deſire to avoid the ſufferings of which he 
ſpake; deeming it a ſufficient expreſſion of 
his virtue, that if this could not be done, he 
was reſolved to ſuffer with a patient ſubmiſ- 
ſian to the will of God. But Jeſus, i in this 

H 3 
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reply, a a height of zeal "TY the PY 
of his Father, and the happineſs of 'men 
which was altogether peculiar to himſelf, 
Agreeable to this beginning, was the whole 
of his following behaviour. In the evening 
in which he was betrayed, he went into the 
garden of Gethſemane, well knowing what 
was to befal him there; and determined yo- 
luntarily to put himſelf into the hands of 
thoſe who had concerted his deſtruction. 
When he knew that Judas, with his band of 
ſoldiers, were come into the garden to exe- 
cute their treacherous deſign, he thus expreſ- 
ſed his readineſs to ſuffer; * * Riſe, let us be 
going; behold, he is at hand that doth be- 
tray me. We are informed, indeed, that 
ſoon after he had come into the garden, he 
fell into a ſtrange aſtoniſhment, and with an 
appearance of horror and reluCtancy, prayed 
unto his Father, that if it was poſſible, he 
might be delivered from the proſpect that 
was now before him. He began, ſays his hi- 
ſtorian, + © to be ſorrowful, and very heavy: 
© and ſaid to his diſciples, My ſoul is exceed- 
£ "_ ſorrowful, even unto death. — Being in 
©* agony, he prayed more earneſtly : and his 
* ſweat was as it were great drops of blood, 
Y * falling down to the ground. * This agony 


Mat. xxvi, 46. t Mat. xxvi. 37,— Luke xxi. 44— 
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and ſorrow, with the earneſt and repeated 


ſupplications which he addreſſed unto his Fa- 
ther, may ſeem at firſt view inconſiſtent with 
the fortitude and ſtrength of mind, which he 
diſcovered in the preceeding periods of his 
life, and had expreſſed in fo ſtrong a manner 


\ to his friends, but a very little while before : 


and it may be difficult for us fully to appre- 
hend the nature, and the cauſe of this di- 
_ *, It appears, however, from the rela- 


Although it may be difficult, to apprebend the nature of 


the agony which Jeſus, ſuffered in the garden, or to explain 
the cauſe of it, yet one thing ought to be attended to; that 
Jeſus had then the immediate proſpect, not only of à painful 
and miſerable death, but of chr it as a ſacrifice and a- 
tonement for the ſins of men: and that when 2 Ze came into 
the garden to be betrayed into the hands of thoſe who were 
yaiting to inflift, this miſcrable death, he began the painful 
ſacrifice, and was juſt arrived at what he calls, The hour, 
and the power of darkneſs. Now what might be implied in 
the — of death as * a ſacrifice and propitiation for the ſins 
' of men,” what painful and amazing apprehenſions, the pro- 
ſpect of it in this light, might awaken i in his mind, it is difi- 
cult for us to determine or conceive. This, however, every 
one knows, that the ſame degree, or kind of outward ſuffer- 
ings, raiſe very different emotions in the mind of man, ac- 
cording to the different cauſes from whence they are ſuppoſed 
to ſpring, and the different lights in which they are apprehend- 
ed by the ſufferer himſelf, An innocent and worthy man, ſuf- 
fering i in the cauſe of truth and virtue, ſupported by the con- 
ſciouſneſs of his own. integrity, and the merited eſteem of. 
God and man, ſuffers death, in a manner, and with impreſ- 
ſions very different from thoſe which accompany the ſufferings 


_— 


120 THE LIFE. or 


tion which is given of this matter, * TY 
ever was the cauſe of this diſtreſs, he bore it 
with the ſame expreſſions of regard and ſub- 

miſſion to the will of God, and the ſame at- 
tention to the everlaſting intereſts of men, by 
which he had been diſtinguiſhed: in all the 


of a guilty man, tormented with the conſciouſneſs and re- 
membrance of his guilt, and a ſenſe of the merited contempt 
and hatred of the world. —Jeſus was indeed an innocent and 
virtuous ſufferer; and no part of his diſtreſs could be accom- 
panied with the conſciouſneſs of guilt, or the reproach of his 
own heart. But as he now began to ſuffer, as * a ſacrifice and 
* propitiation for the ſins of men,” it is not eaſy for us to ſay, 
how far an agony of mind might be awakened by the proſpect 
now before him; reſembling the anguiſh of a guilty criminal, 
when he ſuffers, and is put to death by the hand of public 
Juſtice. — That this, or ſomething ſimilar, was really the caſe, 
ve are led to apprehend from the account which the ſcriptures 
give us of the reaſons and manner of his death ; particularly 
when they inform us, That he bore our griefs, and. carried 
* our ſorrows: that he ſuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he 
. * might bring us to God: that he redeemed us from the curſe, 
being made a curſe for us; and, that the Lord laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.” Theſe ſtrong expreſſions ſeem to lig- 
nify, that when Jeſus ſuffered death, it was with a peculiar 
bitterneſs and agony, becauſe he ſuffered it as a propitiation for 
the fins of men: and that alongſt with the external pains and 
agonies of his accurſed death upon the croſs, he ſuffered all 
that inward anguiſh and aſtoniſhment which it was poſlible, or 
proper for the juſtice of Almighty God, to cauſe bim to un- 
dergo, who was to expiate the fins of men, and to give ſinful 
creatures a ſufficient impreſſion of the guilt and n ol 
their ctimes, 
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preceding periods of his life. In the midſt of 
his diſtreſs, his attachment to the will of God, 


and his deſire to fulfil the merciful intenti- 
ons of his Providence, ſufficiently appeared. 


When he prayed, * Father, if it he poſlible, 
let this cup paſs from me;* he immediately 
ſubjoined thoſe memorable words, * Never- | 
' theleſs, not my will, but thine be done. If 


this cup may not paſs from me except I 
„drink it, thy will be done;' i. e. If what I 
now aſk, is not conſiſtent with the wiſe and 


gracious purpoſes of Providence; if it ſhould 


obſtruct the great deſign for which I came in- 
to this world ; it is what I neither aſk nor 
chooſe; in that caſe I relinquiſh my requeſt, 

and reſign the matter wholly to thy holy will, 
Thus did the piety and goodneſs of his heart 


triumph over the reluctancy and weakneſs of 


his nature. The fortitude and reſignation of 
a virtuous man under the calamities of life, 
does not ſignify, that he is inſenſible of the 
greatneſs and weight of his calamity ; but that 


feeling it, according to the natural conſtitu- 
tion of a man, he nevertheleſs willingly re- 


ſigns himſelf into the hands of God, and 


proceeds immoveably to act the virtuous and 
vorthy part aſſigned him by his Providence, 


This was evidently the fituation of Jeſus 


Luke xxii. 42. Mat. xxvi. 42. 


* 
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. . Ton is overcome by affliction and diſtreſs, and 


* 
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mind, when he was in agony, and prayed un. 
to his heavenly Father, Thy will be done. 
I his ſame ſtate of mind was farther figni. 
fied, by his mild and gentle treatment of his 
friends, in the midſt of his diſtreſs. When 
they fell afleep, he gently reproved them, for 
their inattention and ſtupidity ; but added an 
apology in their behalf, which nothing could 
have ſuggeſted, but that ſame benignity and 
goodneſs, which was conſpicuous in every ac- 
tion of his life: * What, could ye not watch 
* with me one hour? The ſpirit indeed is wil. 
© ling, but the fleſh is weak.” When a per- 


ſtruggles againſt it with a reluctancy that is 
inconſiſtent with the fortitude and patience of 
a virtuous mind; all the ſoft and kind emo- 
tions of the heart ſubſide, and an unfeeling 
ſullenneſs and diſcontent uſually ſucceeds, 
When, therefore, under the ſevereſt preſſure 
of diſtreſs, the ſufferer preſerves that ſame 
goodneſs and benignity which he had exprel- 
ſed in the moſt ſerene and eaſy circumſtances, 
of his life; he gives in that caſe, the ſtrongeſt 
proof of his fortitude and patience, and that 
he ſtill retains the full poſſeſſion, and enjoy- 
ment of himſelf. This was the mind that was 


9 Mat. xxvi. 40.— 
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© in Chriſt,” even at this dark and mournful 


period of his life. 


Immediately after Jeſus had come out of ' 
this aſtoniſhment, and had prayed unto his 
Father in the manner we have ſeen, he pro- 
cceded to his laſt ſufferings and death, with 


\the ſame determined reſolution which he had 


expreſſed before, When Judas and his band 
of officers appeared, he moſt readily and 
chearfully put himſelf into their hands“. Ju- 
' das then having received a band of men, 
and officers from the chief prieſts and Pha- 
' riſees, cometh thither with lanthorns, and 
torches and weapons. Jeſus therefore know- 
ing all things that ſhould come upon him, 
went forth, and ſaid unto them, Whom ſeek 
ye? They anſwered him, Jeſus of Nazareth. 


* Teſus ſaith unto them, I am he.“ A circum- 


ſtance is here mentioned by the Evangeliſt 
which is remarkable. When Jeſus inform- 
ed the ſoldiers that he was the perſon whom 
they ſought, + © they immediatey ſtarted back, 

and fell to the ground. Whether this pro- 
ceeded from a conviction of his innocence 
and dignity, which at that inſtant ſtrack 
them irreſiſtibly, or from ſome extraordinary 
exertion of the power of Jeſus; it ſhews he 


might have eaſily confounded and diſperſed 


, John xviii. 3 . 17 John xvii. 6 . 
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them, if it had been his choice; and that 


therefore, it was entirely with his own COn- 
ſent, that they apprehended him. 
At the ſame time, he cured the a 


ear, which the apoſtle Peter had cut off: ac. 


gauainting Peter, that if he pleaſed he could 
pray to God, and receive the aſſiſtance of his 
mighty angels; but that he was determined to 
decline all reſiſtance in that matter; knowing 
that what he was to ſuffer, was agreeable to 
the will of God, as declared and predicted by 
his prophets. 

After Jeſus had been betrayed and appre 
hended, we ſhall find through the whole of 
his deportment, till he expired upon the croſs, 
ſuch expreſſions of benignity and meekneſs 
towards men, and of ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God, accompanied with ſuch a generous con- 
cern to accompliſh thoſe important ends of 
Providence for which he had come from hea- 
ven, as in a very particular manner manifeſt 
the ſpirit of his character. We may conſider 
in this light,“ the mild and gentle manner in 
which he addreſſed the ſoldiers who had 
dome to apprehend him; Are ye come out 

© as againſt a thief with Gronks and ſtaves to 
take me? I ſat daily with you teaching in the 
* temple, and ye laid no hold on me, ' — The 


Mat. xxvi. 55. 
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gentleneſs of mind with which he received Ju- 
das who betrayed him, + * Friend, wherefore 

art thou come? The anſwer which he 
made to the diſciples when they attempted to 
reſiſt the ſoldiers; + © The cup which my Fa- 
ether hath given me ſhall I not drink it? 


The compaſſionate concern which he expreſ- 


{ed for the ſafety of his friends, when he put 
himſelf into the hands of thoſe who came to 
apprehend him, * I have told you that I am 
' he whom ye ſeek, if therefore ye ſeek me, 
let theſe go their way. The calm ſubmiſ- 
five ſilence which he kept when they ſpitted 
on him, and reviled him, and witneſſed many 
falſe and malicious. blaſphemies againſt him. 
—The mild reply which he made to the per- 
ſon who ſtruck him on the face in the pre- 
ſence of the council, + © If I have ſpoken evil, 

bear witneſs of the evil; but if well, why 
ſmiteſt thou me 2— The generous diſtreſs, 
which, in the midſt of his own bitter ſuffer- 
ings, he expreſt for the approaching calami- 
ties of his country $$, © Weep not for me, but 
for yourſelves, and for your children. For 
* behold, the days are coming, in the which 
they ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are the barren, and 


ht. xxvi. 0. + John xviii. zo, John xvii. 8. 
Mat. xxvi. 63. axxvii, 3. I John xvii, 23. 
$5 Luke xxili, 27. . 
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the wombs that never bare. His unexem. 
pled goodneſs and forgiveneſs, when he pray. 
ed unto his Father, in the midſt of his ex- 
piring agonies, for thoſe who were putting 
m to death *, Father, forgive them, for 

© they know not what they do.'—Laſtly, the 
devout and holy manner in which he bowed 


| his head, and yielded up the ghoſt, —Look:- 


ing backward on all that he had done, and 
perceiving that the wiſe and great deſigns of 
Providence were now fully accompliſhed by 


his ſufferings, he therefore chearfully reſign · 
ed his life into the hands of God, ſaying, + MW i 


© It is finiſhed,” —Looking forward from this 
preſent, to the future and eternal world, he 
breathed out his laſt, in the exerciſe of holy 
confidence in God, and with joy committed 
His departing ſpirit into his hands. 4 Father 
* into thy hands I commit my ſpirit” . 

In this manner did the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
leave this world, and return unto his Father. 
His death was in all reſpects equal to his lite. 
In both it appears how much his mind was 
raiſed above this world; and that neither its 
allurements nor afflictions, nor its friendſhip 
or malice, could give the ſmalleſt interrupt! 
on to the progreſs of his goodneſs, Superior 
to theſe, in every inſtance of his conduct, he 


* Luke xxili. 34. + John xix. 30. f Luke xxili. 46. 


- tf „„ had” 


to do, 

Examples of heroic magnanimity are al 
ways affecting. When we ſce the worthy man 
involved in deep affliction and calamity, yet 
undaunted and ſerene, and ſtill preſerving the 


enjoyment of himſelf with compoſure and 


tranquillity , his fortitude and ſtrength of 


mind is regarded with peculiar approbation 
and complacency, —When to this compoſure, 


in the midſt of his calamity, he adds the exer- 
ciſe of every virtuous and kind affection to- 
wards men ; preſerves the ſame benignity and 
goodneſs to his friends; and gives the ſame at- 
tention to their happineſs, that he did in the 
moſt ſerene and eaſy periods of his life: we 
behold ſo noble and generous an effort, with 
high admiration and ſurprize.—If to this he 
farther adds the ſofteſt emotions of humanity 
and mercy, to the unjuſt 'and cruel inſtru- 
ments of his calamity, expreſſing no other af- 
fection towards them, but a ſorrowful com- 
paſſion at the thought of their unhappineſs, 
vhile he neither ſhrinks from his own miſ- 
fortunes, nor ſupplicates our tears and ſym- 
pathy for himſelf; there is ſomething ſo di- 


vinely graceful in this conduct, that it raiſes 
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proceeded to the laſt moment of his life, with | 
invariable conſtancy, to execute the work' 
which his heavenly Father had given him 


/ . - : * 
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our aſtoniſhment, and ſeems to riſe above the 


higheſt effort of humanity ! That Jeſus ſuffer. 
ed, and left the world in this manner, will ap. 
pear to every one who gives attention to the 
hiſtory of his ſufferings and death. 
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SECTION IV. 


_ General reflefiions 6 on the 2 * ti fe of 


Jefu Chriſt. 


ö FFAVIN G attempted to delineate the cha- 


rater of Jeſus Chriſt, from the hiſtory 


of his life, it is natural to pauſe a little, and 


reflect on the proſpect which it ſets before us. 
The hiſtory of Jeſus is of a very ſingular 
and extraordinary nature; and the character 


it exhibits to our view, is as ſingular and ex- 


traordinary. It preſents us with an example 
of excellence and goodneſs, far above the 
common level of the world; and ſeems to re- 
alize thoſe ſublime ideas of the perfect man, 
which were entertained with ſo much admira- 
tion and delight, by the beſt philoſophers in 


ancient times. In this light, the character of 


Jeſus Chriſt will appear, by reflecting on the 
great principle by which he was directed ; and 
the invariable influence which this principle 
preſerved in every circumſtance of his life, 
and on every inſtance of his conduct. | 
We have ſeen the ruling principle and mo- 
tive of his life. It was that ſame principle by 


hich we muſt believe the Almighty was in- 


duced to create the human race, and by which, 
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he is directed in the whole of his divine admi. 
niſtration. According to our beſt ideas of his 
nature, nothing can be deemed of ſuch im- 
portance in the eye of God, as the eſtabliſh. | 
ment of truth and righteouſneſs among the 
rational ſubje&s of his kingdom. To this end, 
as alone adequate to the deſigns of infinite 
goodneſs and perfection, we muſt conceive all 
the other parts of his adminiſtration to be 
ultimately referred. To re-eſtabliſh this im- 
portant intereſt among mankind, when it was 
unhappily obſtructed and impaired; Jeſus 
came into this world: and from thence the 
whole tenor of his life and manners was de- 
rived. Directed by this principle, the bleſ- 
ſings which he ſpread among mankind, were 
not only of the moſt excellent, but of the 
moſt permanent and diffuſive nature; and 
fach, as men of every age and nation under 
heaven, might equally participate, The wil- 
dom which he brought from God, and that 
religious virtue which he laboured to eſtabliſh 
upon earth, were of as much importance to 
every other age and nation of the world, as to 
__ that age and nation of the world in which he 
lived. He was therefore equally the friend 
and benefactor of the whole human race. 
We have alſo ſeen the invariable influence 
of this principle on the whole of his deport- 
ment. The circumſtances and reception which 
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he met with upon earth, were ſuch, as had 
the ſtrongeſt tendency to check the influence 
of this benevolent and. holy principle, and 
muſt have totally ſurmounted it, if it had not 
been invincible, Every thing that could be 
done by the wickedneſs and malice of man- 


kind, was oppoſed to the exerciſe and pro- 


greſs of his goodneſs. He proceeded, never- _ 
theleſs, with the ſame unſhaken conſtancy, as 
if no diſcouragement, or oppoſition had oc- 
curred, In doing the will of God, and pro- 
moting the immortal happineſs of men, he 
was totally regardleſs of himſelf, —unaided by 
the comforts of this world, —contradicted by 
the higheſt malice and ingratitude, —and at 
laſt, without the leaſt impatience or com- 
plaint, became a willing martyr in the cauſe 

for which he had come from God, by an in- 
fimous and miſerable death.— When the Phi- 
loſopher, in a celebrated paſſage of antiquity, 
deſcribed the character of the juſt and perfect 
man, treated with all the hatred and contempt, 


which is due to the vileſt criminal, while he me- 
rited all the honour and eſteem which is due 


to the moſt perfect virtue; he unknowingly, 
deſcribed the character and ſituation of the 
Son of God. The features are ſo ſtrongly 
markt, that one can eh miſs the . 
cation . 1 
* The paſſage referred to, is in the ad book of. es 
L 2 
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Added to the extraordinary merit of the 
character, we are ſtruck with the idea of its 
wonderful propriety.— Jeſus was declared to 
be the Son of God, in a ſenſe that was pecy- 
| liar to himſelf, © He fhall be great , faid the 
angel, when he announced his conception to 
- the Virgin Mary, and ſhall be called the 80n 


Republic, and is to the following nai - He is a _ 


and ingenuous man, defiring, not the appearance, but the 


reality ef goodneſs. We mult take from him the appearance 
of goodneſs: for if he ſhall appear to be juſt, he ſhall have 
© honours and rewards; and thus it may be uncertain whether 
© he be ſuch for the ſake of juſtice, or on account of the te- 
' © wards and honours that are given him. Let hit be ſtript of 
every thing but juſtice. Whilſt he doth no injuſtice, let him 
have the reputation of doing the greateſt, Let him be tor- 
* tured for Juſtice, not yielding to reproach, and ſuch things as 
* ariſe from it; but immoveable till death.” 

To this paſſage from a Heathen anthor, it may not TY 
proper to ſubjoĩn a paſſage from one of the Apocryphal. books, 
called the Wiſdom of Solomon, which looks like a deſcription, 
or prophecy, of Jeſus Chriſt. _ 

Cap. ii. 1 3.—* He profeſſeth to have the knowledge of God; 
nd and he calleth himſelf the child of the Lord. Let us ſee if 

bis words be true, and let us prove what ſhall happen in the 

end of him. For if the juſt man be the Son of God, he will 

5 help him, and deliver him from the hand of his enemies. 
s Let us examine him with deſpitefulneſs and torture, that we 
may know his meekneſs, and prove his patience. Let us 
* condemn him, with a ſhameful death; for by his own ſaying 
b he ſhall be reſpected. Such things did they imagine and were 
© deceived: for their own wickedneſs hath blinded them.“ 

1 Luke i. 31. 
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of the Higheſt.“ His perſon is accordingly 

deſcribed in terms which ſignify the higheſt. 

eminence and dignity: * He is the brightneſs. 
' of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image 
© of his perſon, —He had been in the form of 
God. In him the fulneſs of the Godhead 


\ * dwelt, —and men beheld in him the glory as 
' of the only begotten of the Father. Jeſus 


alſo was declared to be the Son of man, and 
the Saviour of this world: and as the Son of 
man, He came to miniſter, and to give his 
life a ranſom for many: to be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities: to have com- 
' paſſion on the ignorant, and them that are 
out of the way.” From theſe two different 
proſpects of his character, we are naturally 
led to look for ſomething in the hiſtory of 

his life, that ſhall, in each of theſe reſpects, 
diſtinguiſh him from the reſt of the human 
race; and be equally expreflive of his dignity 
and greatneſs, as the Son of God, and of his 
goodneſs and compaſſion, as the Son of man. 
— Agreeably to this, the hiſtory of his life 
preſents us with the view of a very ſingular 
propriety, —Majeſty and mercy, the moſt re- 
ſpectable talents of power and wiſdom, with 
the moſt amiable expreſſions of mildneſs and 
humanity, meet together with a wonderful 
aſſemblage in the life of Jeſus, and at once 
exhibit to our view what is moſt ſublime and 

I 3 


beautiful in human manners. By his wiſdom 
he perceived the ſecret receſſes of the human 
heart, and the uncertain and remote events of 
Providence. — By his power he ſuſpended, 
and controlled the laws of nature at his plea- 
fure.—By his command the ſtorms were calm- 
ed, the waters became ſolid as the earth, the 
deaf heard, the ſick were healed, and the 
dead aroſe. The heavens too were opened to 
announce his glory, and the devils aſtoniſhed 
and afraid, acknowledged him to be the — 
of God. 


Amidſt 8 e of 


his greatneſs, he gave equal proofs of his hu- 
manity and goodneſs, His power and wiſdom 
were employed, not in raifing uſeleſs admira- 
tion and ſurpriſe, far leſs in raiſing terror and 
aſtoniſhment ; but in doing the moſt amiable 
and uſeful offices of mercy. To bleſs mankind 
was the ſole ambition of his life, and the migh- 
ty talents with which he was endowed, were 
employed only as the inſtruments by which 
he gratified the generous ambition. Had be 
markt his character only by the exertions of 
his power and wiſdom, he might have ſhown 
himſelf to be the Son of God; but would not 
have, equally, ſhown himſelf to be the 50n 
of man, and Saviour of the world. To the 
dignity and grandeur. of the firſt, he there- 
fore added the humanity and mildneſs of the 
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ſecond character: and from his firſt appear- 
ance on the public ſtage, to the laſt moment 
of his life, his hiſtory contains ſuch a ſeries of 
, events as equally diſcovers the dignity and 
- WH greatneſs of the Son of God, and the ne 
1 neſs and mercy of the Son of wine 
e Reflecting further on the life of Joſs 
e Chriſt, we are ſtruck with another expreſſion 
0 of its ſingular propriety. . Jeſus is declared to 
d have come immediately from God, with a 
n commiſſion from him, To ſave this world 
(when it was loſt. I am come, ſays he, a 
light into the world, that whofoever believ- 
'eth on me, ſhould not abide in darkneſs. — 
have not ſpoken of myfelf, but the Father 
which ſent me, he gave me a commandment 
what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould. ſpeak, 
And I know that his commandment is life 
everlaſting.” Coming in this manner, and 
with this deſign from, God, nothing could ap- 
pear to -him of much importance; in this 
world, but the faithful and ſucceſsful. execu- 
tion of the commiſſion. which was given him 
by his Father, All the other tranſactions, in 
which the reſt of mankind are embarked: with 
ſo much eagerneſs and zeal, could not but ap- 
pear in his eye, extremely frivolous and inſig- 


nificant. From the Oe * of his, life, | 
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earth affected him, but the ignorance, the 


wickedneſs, and miſeries of men; that no in- 


tereſt or project attracted his regard, but the 
inſtruction and ſalvation of immortal ſouls. 
The purſuits of opulence and fame, of power 
and ſenſual pleaſure, were treated by him with 
a total inattention and indifference. He ſpoke 
of them, with that contempt, and of thoſe 
who were ſeduced by a falſe idea of their im- 
portance, with that commiſeration, which be- 


came the meſſenger of God, Who was not 


from beneath, but from above.” On the ſub- 
ject of his commiſſion, he addreſſed the world 
with an affection and ſolemnity, that markt 
the ſpirit of his character and office, in a very 
diſtinguiſhed manner. — One thing is need- 
ful, and there is a better part which ſhall ne- 

ver be taken from you. — What ſhall it pro- 
* fit a man, if he gain the whole world, and 
loſe his ſoul, or what ſhall a man give in ex- 
change for his ſoul. Lay not up for your- 
ſelves treaſures upon earth, where moth and 
© ruſt corrupt, and thieves break through and 
i © ſteal; but lay up for yourſelves, treaſures in 
P ng where moth and ruſt corrupt not, 

and where thieves do not break through nor 
ſteal.— Seek not what ye ſhall eat, or what 
ye ſhall drink; for after all theſe things do 
the Gentiles ſeek; — but ſeek firſt the king- 
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dom, and righteouſneſs of God. Labour 
not for the meat that periſheth, but for that 
© which endureth to everlaſting life, which 
the Son of man will give unto you. O Je- 
ruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even 


\ *as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 


© wings, and ye would not! Theſe affectio- 
nate and ſolemn admonitions, were given by 
tim who had come immediately from God, to 
enlighten and ſave the ſouls of men, with a 
very ſingular propriety.” 
In the laſt place, when we reflect upon the 
hiſtory of Jeſus, we cannot but obſerve with 
what a graceful dignity and eaſe, he deliver- 


ed his inſtructions to the world. It was not 


by a gradual and elaborate reſearch, in the 
manner and ſtile of a philoſopher, but from 
a fulneſs of grace and truth within himſelf, 
and which he had derived immediately from 

God. From thence, with perfect caſe, and by 
immediate intuition, he tranſcribed that per- 
fett ſyſtem of religious wiſdom which he 
taught the world. Hence too proceeded that 
familiar acquaintance with the great truths of 
God, which appears in the whole of his in- 
ſtructions. He ſpoke of the meaſures and in- 
tentions of the providence of God, of the ſi- 
tuation of mankind as the ſubjects of his king- 
dom, of the future judgment, of the ſtate of 


angels, and departed ſouls, and of his own de. 
parture from this world to the Father; with 
a calmneſs and tranquillity, with a freedom 

and familiarity, which could not have ap- 


peared but in him who * ſpake the words of | 


_ © God, and teſtified what he bimſelf a _ 
6 and hear d. 


From the whole of theſe DN a one is 


naturally led to put the queſtion to himſelf, 
Whence had the Evangeliſts this extraordina- 
ry hiſtory? They were illiterate and artleſs 


men, taken from the low and ſervile offices of 


life. They had neither the advantages of a li- 
beral education, nor had learned the policy 


and wiſdom of the world. Whence, then, had 


they their idea, of the character and life of 
Jeſus Chriſt; in which they have exhibited a 
model of conſummate excellence ? and whence 
. thoſe inſtructions they put into his mouth, 

which contain ſuch an admirable ſyſtem of 
religious wiſdom ? They muſt baye had them, 


either from ſome extraordinary diſcernment | 


and wiſdom of their own, (of which, howe- 
ver, no one will eaſily believe they were pol- 
den :) or, they recorded only what their 
eyes had ſeen, and their ears had heard of 
the word of life.” 
What adds to our ige in this inquiry 
is, that the view which the Evangeliſts have 


given of che character of Jeſus, is enn 
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formed upon a ſimple narrative of facts. In 
the moſt artleſs manner, they record the doc- 
trines which he taught, the afflictions which 
he ſuffered, and the meaſures of his conduct, 

leaving us to judge from thence, of his real 
character. A more accurate and extenſive in- 


\ genuity.is requiſite, to trace the conduct of a 
wiſe and virtuous man, in the detail of life 


and manners, than to give a general undiſtin- 
guiſhing deſcription of his character. If it 
then ſurpaſſed the ſkill of thoſe illiterate and 
artleſs men to exhibit from their own inventi- 
on, ſuch a pattern of conſummate excellence 
and wiſdom; much more, doubtleſs, it ſur- 
paſſed their ſkill, to draw it forth and ſupport 
it, with an uniform propriety, in the detail of 
a life, full of action and variety. et 

What chiefly adds to our ſurpriſe in this 
incuiry is, that theſe writers of the goſpel - 


have given us the hiſtory of the moſt extraor- 


dinary perſon that ever appeared among man- 
kind; whoſe life, had it been a fiction, could 
not bs. been filled with a proper ſeries of 
ſentiments and manners, without a very ſin- 
gular degree of ingenuity.—Jeſus was the 


meſſenger and Son of God. He had come in- 
to this world, with a ſpecial commiſſion from 


his Father, to enlighten and redeem the ſouls 
of men, by the wiſdom of his inſtructions, the 
purity of his manners, and by the yoluntary 


140 THE LIFE OF 
ſacrifice and reſignation of his life. He had 
therefore a very difficult and ſublime part aſ. 
ſigned him; and to perform it with becoming 


juſtneſs aud propriety, a very ſingular degree 
of wiſdom, dignity and goodneſs, was requir- 


ed. But every candid reader of the goſpel will | 


perceive, that his deportment was, in all re. 

ſpects, * of his high and —_ charac. 
ter. 

Hence the quieftion muſt return with double 

| Mow Whence had thoſe ignorant and ſimple 

men, (for ſimple and ignorant they were, ere 

they were inſtructed by their maſter) whence 


had they the wiſdom and ability, to fill up the 


life of ſuch an extraordinary perſon, with a 
ſeries of inſtructions, ſentiments and manners, 
equal in every inſtance, to the dignity of his 


character? The queſtion that was put by the 


Jews concerning Jeſus, was a very pertinent 
and proper one, had they attended to the pro- 
per anſwer, © Whence hath this man this'wiſ- 
* dom, having never learned letters?” 'The 
queſtion may be put with the ſame propriety, 


Whence had the writers of the goſpel the 


wiſdom requiſite to give the world thofe re- 
cords, which they have left, of the doctrines 
and tranſactions of the Son of God ? 

Nor ought it to be forgot in this enquiry, 


that Judea was at that time ſunk into the | 


darkeſt ſuperſtition; and the Jewiſh people 
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the moſt ſtupid, undiſcerning | people under 
heaven. It appears from that period of their 
hiſtory, that their learned Rabbis, as well as 


the common people, were groſsly ignorant of 
true religion; and in place of it, had ſubſti- 
tuted a multitude of inſignificant and uſeleſs 


rites, Yet theſe ſimple writers of the goſpel, 


have given ſuch ideas of religion, and ſuch'a 
ſyſtem of morality, as confeſſedly ſurpaſs, not 
only the beſt inſtructions which were given by 


the ancient philoſophers, but thoſe which 
were given by the Jewiſh legiſlator. 'The laws 


of Moſes, or at leaſt, the explications of them, 
which were at that time in the higheſt credit 
and authority, were with great propriety and 
wiſdom, * corrected by the inſtructions which 
they put into the mouth of Jeſus Chriſt. To 
{ſuppoſe all this to be the work of their own 
imagination and contrivance, is truly to ſup- 
poſe a thing far more marvellous, than the 
extraordinary facts which they have recorded 
in the hiſtory of Jeſus. 

Upon the whole review hich has . ta- 
ken of the life of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſpirit 
and deſign of his religion, may we not con- 
clude, that a wiſe and good man will be very 
cautious of embarking in the cauſe of infideli- 
ty, or attempting to diminiſh mens regard for 
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the reſpectable founder of the Chriſtian Faith, 
much more of treating him with ſuch inde. Ml | 
cent and contemptuous abuſe, as in any other 
caſe, every man of ſenſe and candour would 
condemn with indignation. Can a man calm 

1 


ly read the records of the goſpel, as he does 
ſtrongeſt indignation againſt the leaders of M i 


the Jewiſh nation, for that ſpiteful and inju- « 

rious abuſe, with which they treated him? j 

Can he miſs to ſee, from the wiſdom and im. M i 

portance of the doctrines which he taught, 7 

from the diſintereſted and inceſſant labours of t 

his life to promote the happineſs of all around C 

him; and from the modeſty, benignity and t: 
— of his whole deportment, that he o 

merited a very diſſerent reception and re- f 

'-gard ?— That his being publickly traduced as p 

à devil, and a deceiver of the people; the ir 

friend of ſinners; a blaſphemer, and the ene · ¶ 5 

my of God, proceeded from the deepeſt pre · ¶ ti 

judice and malice? And, is that contemptu - ce 

- ous abuſe, with which his character and reli - di 
5 gion have been treated, by ſome of his oppo - n: 
| " nents in later times, any more to be excuſed? th 
It would be abſurd to ſay that every man is pi 

© bound implicitly to believe the religion of hig de 


country; otherwiſe the greater part of man-W its 
EkEind would be bound to believe the moſt pa co 
pable abſurdities. But if che public faith bi fu 


ſubſervient to the intereſts of true religion; 
if our countrymen and friends derive the 
ſtrength and ſecurity of their virtue, and the 
comfort of their lives, from the religious 
faith in which they have been bred; can a 
man, with innocence, employ his wit and 


learning to diſeredit its authority, and bring 


it into contempt ?—Philoſ ophical and curious 
enquirers, may, it is poſſible, differ in their 


judgments about the degree of evidence which 

is offered for the truth of the goſpel hiſtory. 
But does any man affirm that the religion of 

me goſpel; as it is taught and exemplified by 


Chriſt himſelf, has not the moſt powerful 
tendency to promote the virtue and happineſs 


of men: or that Chriſtians may not, by its in- 


fluence, arrive to a height of purity and hap- 
pineſs, which it would have been difficult, or 
impoſſible, for them to attain upon any other 
ſyſtem of religion upon earth? An every na- 


tion where the Chriſtian religion has been re- 
ceived, and tolerably underſtood, it has pro- 


duced the moſt deſirable effects. In our own 


nation in particular, can any one doubt, that 


there have been in former times, and are at 


| preſent, great multitudes, who draw from the 


doctrines of the goſpel, and the example of 
its founder, the higheſt improvement and 


comfort of their lives; and vhpſe virtue, uſe- 


fulneſs, and happineſs, would be much im- 


| 
1 
| 


ſtructions, and of that example which it ex- 
'hibits to the world, was diffuſed over all the 
earth. Nor do I think, a good man can ever 
doubt of his being approved by God, and hap- 
py under his adminiſtration, in all the future 
periods of his being, by endeavouring after a 
conformity to the inſtructions and example of 
"Jeſus Chriſt; although he were to ſuppoſc 
- himſelf in a miſtake about the facts WAY are 
E recorded i in the hiſtory of his life. 15 
fence of the goſpel hiſtory (ſince it has been 
made the ſubject of a critical debate) were as 


beyond the underſtanding and capacity of the 
far greater part of mankind, as a certain inge - fe 
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paired, were they to be deprived of the know. 
ledge and faith of Jeſus Chriſt ?!!—Would then 
a good man raſhly, and without any. cauſe 
that he can juſtify, ſtrive to diſpoſſeſs them of 
this knowledge and belief ?—Nay, whatever 
difficultics may be ſuppoſed to accompany the 
proofs which are offered of the truth of the 
goſpel hiſtory ; yetit is not eaſy to. ſee how the 


good man and the lover of mankind can refrain 
from wiſhing that it was ſupported by the clear- 


eſtevidence; and that the influence of thoſe in- 
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Granting that the arguments offered i in a de- 
la 


extenſive and intricate a thing, and as much 


nious * philoſopher contends; yet in this rc- MW be 


ſpect, they ſtand upon the ſame footing with 
the arguments offered in defence of the truths 


of natural religion, againſt the objections by 


which they have been oppoſed. Tis only a 
few retired and ſpeculative men, who have 
leiſure to examine, and capacity to underſtand 
them. The.reſt of mankind ever did, and e- 


yer muſt, embrace religious truths, either by 


ſome immediate perception of their evidence 
and certainty, whenever they become the ob- 
ject of their. thought; or as things which they 
have learned from education and example, 
In this way, the knowledge of religion, and 
the moſt intereſting concerns of human life, 
have hitherto proceeded; and the virtue, and 
happineſs of men have been preſerved: and 
upon the ſame footing they will probably 
proceed to the end of the world. | 

The objection therefore which is made by 
this philoſopher againſt the authority of the 
Chriſtian revelation, appears to be but frivo- 
lous. It cannot, he thinks, be deemed a reve- 
lation of the will of God to every man, and in 
which the general intereſts of mankind are 
concerned, becauſe it is impoſſible for them to 
examine and diſcuſs the evidence which is of- 
fered in ſupport of it, —But admitting this to 
be the caſe, was it a thing unworthy of the 
wiſdom and benignity of Providence, to re- 
veal a ſyſtem of religious and moral truth of 
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the higheſt moment and utility, by a meſſen» 
ger from heaven, whoſe authority might have 
been perceived upon the plaineſt evidence, by 
every man to whom he was made known at 
his firſt appearance in this world; and which 
may ſtill be aſcertained, in the irongeſt man- 
ner, by the curious and inquiſitive, in ſpite 
of every objection by which it is oppoſed: 
and being thus promulged, to leave its pro- 
pagation and reception in the world to pro- 
ceed in the ſame manner in which other im- 
portant branches of knowledge, which direct 
the conduct and affairs of men, are propa» 
gated and received, 
'There appears to be as little weight in an- 
other objection which he makes againſt the 
authority of the Chriſtian revelation, viz. that 
it cannot be ſuppoſed, that God would make 
the virtue and happineſs of mankind, even of 
one individual of the human race, depend up- 
on the knowledge of a fact, which happened 
in a diſtant period, and obſcure corner of the 
world; which has not yet been made known 
to many of the human race; and the know-_ 
ledge of which among Chriſtians, is entirely 
owing to ſome accidents, whereof they them- 
ſelves had no dire&Qtion.—It ought to be con- 
ſidered, that mens virtue and happineſs, in 
various reſpects, depend upon the like uncer- o 
tainty, and ariſe from many different acci- Ml c 
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dents, which are entirely out of their power; 
whether we ſuppoſe that God has given a re- 
velation of his will or not. In a great meaſure, 
men owe their religious knowledge and belief, 


together with the happineſs which ſhall pro- 


ceed from thence, in any future period of 
their being, to the circumſtances of the age, 
country, and place of the world in which 


they live; to the education and examples 


which they meet with; and various other ac- 
cidents, no way depending on themſelves. — 
Many of the human race, from the unfortu- 
nate influence of their ſituation, have been de- 
barred from every kind of intellectual and re- 
ligious improvement, and kept in a degree of 
darkneſs and ſtupidity, very little ſuperior to 
the brutal ſtate. But is the knowledge of the 
truths of natural religion to be thought un- 
neceſſary to the happineſs of men, or do we 
reckon it injuſtice in the Deity to make their 
happineſs depend on thoſe improvements 
which ariſe from the knowledge and belief of 
them, becauſe the circumſtances of many of 
the human race render it impoſſible for them 
to attain this knowledge and belief; or, at 
leaſt, to give that attention to religious truths 


which is requiſite to produce their proper in- 


guence ?, "Thc obſtructions which ariſe from 
original meanneſs and ſtupidity, from the ne- 
ceſſity of conſtant labour in the ſervile offices 
* 2 


JESUS CHRIST. 147 


14 THE LIFE OF 
of life, from the want of education, or from 
bad education, from vicious example, and o- 
ther circumſtances, as effectually prevent 


their knowledge of ſome of the moſt i impor-' 


tant truths of natural religion; as the man- 
ner in which the Chriſtian religion was re- 
vealed, prevents its being publiſhed and made 
known to all mankind. To affirm, therefore, 
that the Chriſtian revelation cannot be from 
God, becauſe it is not equally promulged, 


and made equally certain and perſpicuous to 


* every man, is in effect, not only to oppoſe the 
credit of that revelation, but the credit alſo 
and importance of natural religion: and to 
arraign the juſtice of the providence of God, 
becauſe he has not given equal power and op- 


portunity to every man, to attain the know. | 


| —_ and belief of it. 
Nor will it be found a ſufficient objection 


againſt the juſtice of this remark, that the 


great truths of natural religion have an in- 
trinſic evidence, that is obvious to men of e. 
very underſtanding and capacity; which (it 


may be thought) cannot be affirmed of the | 


Chriſtian revelation.—Let the truths of na- 
tural religion be ſuppoſed ever ſo ſelf-evident 


and obvious, they will not, however, be per- 

ceived, till they are attended to, and made the 
object of deliberate and ſerious thought: and 
it is owing to education or example, or to 
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ſome other external circumſtance, that, with 
many of the human race, they are ever made 
the object of their attention and regard: 
whence, for want of ſome. ſuch favourable 
circumſtance, great numbers of mankind ſeem 
to live and die, in total ignorance; even of 


theſe ſelf-evident and obvious truths. Mens 


attaining therefore to the knowledge of natu- 
ral religion, ſeems. to be. owing to external 
accidents, as well as. their attaining to, the 
knowledge of the Chriſtian revelation, — _ 
May it not be fairly concluded from the 
whole. of. this review, that a good man, and 
the friend of mankind, ere he venture to op- 
poſe the credit and authority of the Chriſtian 
revelation, will previouſly employ the moſt 
ſerious precautions in his power, be careful 
to exclude every raſh or wanton prejudice, 
that may inſenſibly miſlead his judgment ;— 
be aſſured upon the ſtrongeſt evidence, that 
the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt is not only a fabu- 
lous impoſture, but hurtful to the virtue and 
happineſs of men.;—and that, he has withal, 
ſomething better, and to which the world will 
pay an equal fubmiſſion and regard, to put 
into its place? Would a man. of real good: 
nature and benevolence otherwiſe, endeavour. 
to deprive his friends of that knowledge and 
perſuaſion, to which they can aſſure him, 
they principally owe the uſefulneſs, and vir- 
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tue, and comfort of their lives? The Chriſti. 
an, were we to ſuppoſe him in ſome doubt 
about the divine authority of the Chriſtian 
revelation; yet conſcious to himſelf that he 
is the wiſer, the better and the happier man, 
by his knowledge of the goſpel, and attach · 


ment to its author, might with great propric- 


ty reply to the perſon who is employed in 
this ungenerous and hurtful manner, as Ci- 
cero makes Cato addreſs his friends on the 
ſubjet of a future immortality, 

* Quod fi in hoc erro, quod animos homi- 
* num immortales effe credam, libenter erro1 
© nec mihi hunc errorem quo delector, dum 
* viva extorqueri volo.* De Senect. 


JESUS CHRIST. 157 
4A 


Containing an account ꝙ the motives an which 
the Jewiſh council and the Roman governors 
in Zudea proceeded in condemning Jeſus ta be 
crucified, 


Ir Jeſus was a perfon of fuch diſtinguiſhed | 
excellence and uſefulneſs as he is deſcrib- 
ed in the hiſtory of the gofpel, it may appear 
unaccountable and ſurpriſing how he came 
to incur the averſion. and hatred of his coun- 
trymen to ſuch an extraordinary degree: how 
it happened that the ſupreme council of Je- 
ruſalem, with the approbation of the popu- 
lace, and the concurrence of the Roman go- 
vernors, condemned him to. be crucified as an 
impious and hateful criminal. This deſerves 
our'particular attention and enquiry, as here- 
by we may attain a more complete knowledge 
of the character of Jeſus Chriſt, and the de- 
ſign of his religion. 

Jeſus was conjdemned in three different 
courts, He was firſt condemned in the coun- 
cil of Jeruſalem :—their ſentence was con- 
firmed by Pontius Pilate, at that time gover-. 
nor in Judea:;—and being fent by Pilate to 
be tried by Herod governor in, Galilee, Herod 
and his council rejected and deſpiſed. him. 
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The views and motives on which each of 


them proceeded, appear to have been diffe. | 


rent; according to their different and pecu- 
liar characters, and the different lights in 
which they were thereby led to conſider the 
pretenſions and character of Jeſus, 
1ſt, The high prieſts, and .rulers of. the 
Jews, eſpecially the Phariſees, whoſe influ- 
ence at that time predominated in the Jewiſh 
council, were extremely ſuperſtitious. They 
obſerved with a peculiar ſeverity, the out- 
ward forms and ceremonies of the law, whilſt 
they made but ſmall account of the moral and 
eternal rules of juſtice, equity and mercy, 
which Jeſus called the weightier matters of 
the law. Nay, to ſuch a pitch of ſuperſtition 
did they carry this external preciſeneſs and 
formality, that a great variety of rites were 
invented by themſelves, or admitted by tradi- 
tion of the elders. Theſe were honoured and 
obſerved with more exactneſs and ſeverity, 
than the moſt important laws of God.“ They 
taught for doctrines the commandments of 
men, and by their traditions, tranſgreſſed 
. © the commandments of God.“ By means of 
this ceremonial exactneſs and ſeverity, they 
had the appearance of extraordinary ſanctity; 
were in high credit and authority among the 


| 
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eredulous and undiſcerning multitude; and 
ſwelled with an immoderate conceit of their 
own religious. importance, and of the defe- 
rence that was due to their ſuperior merit 
and capacity. Hence they were diſpoſed to 


entertain a peculiar jealouſy of every one, 


who, by giving a different and juſter view of 
the nature and deſign of true religion, might 
endanger their authority and influence among 
the people of Jeruſalem. Thoſe, in a more 
| cſpecial manner, who, as teachers of religi- 
on, attempted to reduce it to a ſimpler form, 


though nearer to the plan of reaſon, and the 


expreſs command of God, were ſure of being 
the object of their implacable averſion and re- 
venge. That this was their peculiar character, 
{ſufficiently appears from the hiſtory of the 
\ goſpel; and from hence it was that they con- 
ceived ſuch a violent and implacable enmity 
againſt Jeſus.—lt was one great deſign of the 
doctrine which he taught, to reduce religion 
and the worſhip of his heavenly Father to a 


ſimpler form, than what had been directed 


by the laws of Moſes, and conſequently to a 


much ſimpler form than what had been 


taught by the preſent rulers of the Jewiſh 
church. Jeſus placed the ſoul and ſubſtance 
of religion, in the ſpiritual and virtuous diſ- 
poſitions of the heart of man, and in the pro- 


per influence of theſe upon the conduct of his 


—— 
* 


life, animated by the belief and reception of t 
the goſpel. In his eſteem, the exerciſe of t. 
judgment, mercy, and the love of God, were b 
the weightier matters of the law, far preferable t] 
to the rites which the Phariſees contended for MI v 
with ſo much eagerneſs and zeal. This doctrine . 
Jeſus taught, not only as of itſelf the moſt ra. WM © 
tional and uſeful ſyſtem, but as a doctrine 8 
which be had an immediate commiſſion from WM { 
God to deliver to mankind; and in proof of tl 
this commiſſion wrought many glorious ſigns WM ſt 
and wonders in the preſence of the people.— v 
Had this doctrine and authority ſucceeded at n 
Jeruſalem, it was eaſy for the chief priefts WM t! 
and rulers to foreſee, that their beloved ſu- Þ N 
perſtition would very ſoon fall into difuſe, WM 
and be deſpiſed; that the reputation of their ¶ c 
wiſdom and ſuperior diſcernment, would be a 
loſt; and alongſt with theſe, the influence = 
they had obtained upon the conſcience and 
religion of the populace; an influence which 
in the higheſt manner gratiſies the ambition 
and pride of man. From hence proceeded WW 
their inveterate enmity to Jeſus; and ſtimu- 
lated by this enmity and hatred, they con- 
demned him, as a blaſphemer, to be crucified. 
Their ſuperſtition, their vanity, and their love 
of power, which appear to have been the 
chief ingredients in their character, were all 
equally offended by the doctrine and authori - 
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ty of Jeſus, 1ſt, Their ſuperſtition and ex- 


treme attachment to external forms, was hurt 


by his authority. * Hence it was, that one of 
the witneſſes whom the judges had ſuborned, 
witneſſed againſt him, as a crime, that he ha 

ſaid, the temple of Jeruſalem ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed : + and hence, the crime for which 
Stephen, the firſt martyr in the cauſe of Chri- 
ſtianity, was condemned and put to death, was 
this, that he had ſaid, that Jeſus would de- 
ſtroy the temple, and change the cuſtoms 
which Moſes had delivered. —2dly, Their va- 
nity and pride was equally offended. Hence 
they deemed it an opprobrious thing, that a 


Nazarene, the ſon of a carpenter, and a per- 


ſon undiſtinguiſhed either by his birth or edu- 
cation, ſhould ſeem to equal them in wiſdom, 
and aſſume the office of a teacher of religion, 


E 3dly, In fine, their love of power and po- 


pularity, was offended and provoked : hence 
their conſultation together in the council; 5 
What do we; for this man doth many mi- 
* racles ; if we let him thus alone, all men will 
believe on him.“ Hence the reflexion of the 
Phariſees, among themſelves, when they ob- 
ſerved the growing reputation of his miracles; 
$5 © Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? be- 
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hold the world is gone aſter him :* and 
hence it was that Pilate knew, * that the chief 
prieſts had delivered him for envy.'—Thus, 
Jeſus was condemned by the council and the 


people of Jeruſalem; and fell a ſacrifice to ec- 


cleſiaſtical ambition, tyranny and ſuperſtition, 

2dly, Let us next conſider by what motive 
Pilate was induced to ratify the ſentence of 
the Jewiſh council. Pilate was a man of a ve» 
ry different character, and proceeded. againſt 
Jeſus on a very different principle. He was 
full of the wiſdom of this world, artful, in- 
tereſted and ambitious: and diſpoſed to ſa- 
crifice the moſt ſacred ties of conſcience to 
the ends of his ambition. From the hiſtory 
of the goſpel it appears, that a ſenſe of equi- 
ty and juſtice, was not totally extinguiſhed in 
his conſcience. Perceiving the innocence of 
Jeſus, and the envy of the Jews, he became 
exceedingly ſollicitous to. acquit him of the 
guilt, of. which, he ſaw, he was calumniouſly 
accuſed; and by ſeveral expedients, attempt- 


ed to perſuade the Jews. to conſent: to his re- 


leaſe. When he was at length prevailed up- 
on, by their obſtinate importunity, to ratify 
the ſentence of the council of Jeruſalem; he 
at the ſame time publickly declared his opinj- 
on of Jeſus' innocence ; remonſtrated againſt 
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the injuſtice of putting him to death; and * by 
a filly artifice attempted to devolve the i ii 
ty of his blood upon the Jews. | 
Nevertheleſs, though Pilate was convinced 
of Jefus* innocence, and of the iniquity of 
putting him to death, and had publickly de- 
clared his judgment of the caſe; he was at 
length induced to condemn him to be cruci- 
I fied: and from the narrative which is given 
of this matter, the motive of his conduct ſuf- 
q ficiently appears. It was the wiſdom of this 
= world, It was to ſerve the ends of his ambiti- 
on, and to promote. his intereſted and politt- 
cal deſigns. He was told by the rulers of the 
Jews, that Jeſus was an enemy to the power 
of the Roman Emperor; that his doctrine and 
pretenſions tended to undermine or weaken - 
his authority, and that the ſafety of the ſtate 
required, that a check ſhould be given to his 
treaſonable doctrine and deſigns ; that, in fine, 
he could not be Caeſar's friend, if he refuſed 
to give the ſanction of his authority to the 
ſeritence of the Jewiſh council, which had 
condemned him to be crucified, Pilate liſten- 
ed to this artful and political remonſtrance of 
the Jews. Though he perceived their artifice 
and envy, yet being apprehenſive of his inte- 
reſt with Caeſar; (which he knew to be in 
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danger from his mal-adminiſtration,) if in 
ſpite of all their earneſtneſs and importunity, 
he ſhould ftill refuſe to comply with their re- 
queſt, at length gave ſentence that Jeſus 
ſhould be crucified. 'That this was the motive 
of his conduct appears. abundantly from the 
whole narration, which is given of this mat- 
ter in the goſpel, and particularly from the ac- 
count given by St. John, * That upon the 
* council's remonſtrating to Pilate, that if he 
© let Jeſus go, he could not be reckoned Cae- 
ſar's friend; Pilate inſtantly deſiſted from 
his former oppoſition, went into the judg- 
* ment-hall, and judicially ratified their ſen- 
tence, that he ſhould be crucified.” — Thus 


Jeſus was condemned by the wiſdom of this 


world, and his life was made a ſacrifice to the 
intereſts of political ambition, avarice and 
pride. | 208 

3dly. Let us laſtly conſider the treatmen 
which Jeſus met with from Herod, who was 


at that time governor in Galilee, Pilate had 


remitted him to Herod's court, in order to 


get rid of the infamous and hateful taſk of 


condemning him to death, after he had pu- 
blickly announced his innocence, When he 
appeared before Herod and his council, he 
was treated in a very different manner, He- 
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tod and the officers of his army, who are cal- 
led © his men of war,” did not think his caſe 
delerved a deliberate and ſolemn trial: they 
treated him however, in a manner that was 
much more painful and ſevere, to an honeſt 
and ingenuous mind, They put upon him all 
poſſible marks of infamy and ſcorn, as a per- 
| for. that was below the notice of a ſolemn. | 
council ; and good for nothing, but to be ex- 
poſed as an object of the public deriſion and 
contempt. Herod and his men of war, ſays 
che Evangeliſt, * * ſer him at nought, and 
* mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorge» 

I © ous robe, and ſent him again to Pilate,” | 
What might be the cauſe of this contemp> = 
tuous abuſe ?—We have reaſon to believe, it 
proceeded from an inſolent and atheiſtical 
contempt of the piety and purity of Jeſus“ 
life; and of the heavenly and holy doctrine 
which he taught; which they repreſented to 
themſelves, as the conſequence of ignorance 
and folly. We find, from the experience of 
the world, that men of looſe, abandoned 
principles, are exceedingly diſpoſed to treat 
that ſimplicity and purity of manners, which 
is preſcribed by the laws. of true religion, in 
this contemptuous and ſcornful manner. With 
a view to give themſelves the greater boldneſs 
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and tranquillity in wickedneſs, and the air of 
ſuperior wiſdom and diſcernment, they la- 
bour, not only to diſprove the principles of 
true religion, but, if poſſible, to turn them in- 


to ridicule and ſcorn, as the ſuggeſtions of a 


credulous and deluded fancy. That this was 


the character of Herod and his men of war, 


and the cauſe of their deriſion of the Son of 
God, is extremely probable from the account 
which is given us of Herod's life, in the re- 
cords of the goſpel. This Herod was the per- 
ſon, of whom we are informed, * that he liv> 
ed in a criminal confelpoutdence with Hero- 
dias, his brother's wife, while his brother was 
alive; who impriſoned John the Baptiſt, be- 
cauſe he had reproved him for this wicked- 
neſs, and put him afterwards to death, to gra- 
tify Herodias' debauchery and revenge. From 
this ſeries of wickedneſs, we may conclude, 
that he was a man totally corrupted and a- 
bandoned in his morals; and diſpoſed to treat 
religion and the purity of life which it re- 
quires, as an object of contempt : and his of- 
ficers, or men of war, we may with great pro- 
bability preſume, were perſons of the ſame 
character and principles. 

Agreeable to this turn of character, was 
the treatment which they gave the bleſſed Je- 
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ſus, when he came before them. His calm, 
ſubmiſſive filence in' the preſence of their 
council ; (for we are told, * © That when He- 

* rod queſtioned him in many things,' he an- 
© ſwered him nothing,) the ſimplicity and 
meekneſs of his manners; the indifference 
which he diſcovered about the judgment of 
the world, and the ſafety of his life; toge- 
ther with what had been reported of his holy 
doctrine, and retirements from the world, 
and of his aſſiduous and zealous labours to 
propagate religion, and reform the lives of 
men; all this we may believe, appeared to 
them, to be the conſequence of ignorance, 
of folly, or fanaticiſm: and that he himſelf, 
though a harmleſs, was a weak, contemptible 
enthuſiaſt, Though they deemed it therefore, 
an improper, or unneceflary thing, to make 
a ſolemn judicial trial of his caſe; yet they 
immediately judged him to be a proper ob- 
ject of their ſcorn, and putting all the marks 
of infamy upon him, that their fancies could 
deviſe, ſent him back to Pilate. Thus Jeſus 
was ſet at nought by Herod and his council. 
Prompted and ſeduced by their profligate and 
licentious principles, his innocent and holy 
life was regarded by them as the e of 
their ſcorn. l 


Lake xxili, 9. 
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The account which has been given of the 
views and motives upon which the ſeveral 
parties, who were concerned in Jeſus' death, 
proceeded in condemning him, may ferve to 
throw an additional light upon his character, 


and the deſign of his religion. There was the 


ſtrongeſt oppoſition between his character 
and deſigns, and thoſe of the perſons by 
whom he was condemned; and it was this op- 
poſition which produced his condemnation; 
Jeſus taught, and was himſelf an eminent ex- 


ample, of that rational and uſeful piety, which 


lies, not in the obſervance of external and 
myſterious forms, but in the practice of the 
moral and eternal virtues of a holy life: in 
the exerciſe of juſtice, faithfulneſs, mercy and 
the love of God. In the council, therefore, 
of the Jews, his innocent and holy life was 
ſacrificed to the demands of an inſolent and 
haughty ſuperſtition, and the dictates of ec- 
cleſiaſtical ſeverity, jealouſy and rage. —Jeſus 
likewiſe taught, and was an eminent example; 
of a diſintereſted indifference about all the 
_ ambitious projects of this world. He placed 


the excellerice and happineſs of man; in' the | 


piety and virtue of his life, and in that peace 


of mind, and confidence in God, which na- 


_ tively reſult from them. To theſe, he taught 
his friends, all the outward intereſts and pro- 
jects of the world ſhould ſubmit. When there-' 
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fore he ſtood arraigned at Pilate's bar, his life, 
though its innocence was publickly confeſſed, 
was ſacrificed to the projects of ambition, and 
the political wiſdom of this world. — Laſtly, 
Jeſus tanght and exemplified an holy eleva- 
tion of mind above the low polluted pleaſures 
of a ſenſual life, and placed the happinefs of 
man in the ſpiritual enjoyments of piety and 
humanity : when, therefore, he was called be- 
fore Herod and his council, men of diſſolute 
and. licentious lives, he was ſet at nought: 
they deemed him an ignorant, pitiful enthu- 
ſiaſt, and treated him accordingly, with n 
mark of ridicule and ſcorn. 

Thus, it may appear, that the enmity and 
condemnation which Jeſus ſuffered at his 
death, proceeded from the ignorance and 
wickedneſs of men. He was not of the 
* world, therefore the world hated him.” 
The ſuperſtitious part of the world : they 
who place religion in external forms, and 
who are uſually filled with ſullenneſs and 
pride, and with rancour againſt all who re- 
fuſe to comply with their example and au- 
thority ;—the intereſted, political and ambi- 
tious part of the world; with whom the ties 
of conſcience, are deemed no better than the 
weakneſſes of nature, or reſtraints impoſed by 
ignorance and ſuperſtition, when they hap- 
pen to oppoſe the ends of their ambition ;— 
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the debauched, licentious part of the world, 
who, in order to give unbounded ſcope to 
their licentious inclinations, deſpiſe religion 


as the conſequence of folly and credulity, 
and therefore treat it as the proper obje& of 


their ſcorn ;—each of theſe, hated and com- 
bined againſt the Son of God; becauſe to | 
each of them his doctrine and example, and 
the whole tranſactions of his life, were con- 


ſtantly oppoſed. Thus, the goodneſs and 
perfection of his character appears, not only 


from his own deportment, but alſo from the 


principles and views of thoſe by whom he was 
condemned and put to death. 
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Containing an account of the attention which is 
due to the hi Nor, and e of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


T HE infidelity of the nc age, appears, 
for ſome time paſt, to have proceeded on 
a different foundation from what it did in 
former periods of the Chriſtian church. A 
defect in the evidence offered for the truth 
and authority of the Chriſtian revelation, is 
not ſo much inſiſted on, as the great impro- 
bability that there ever was, or could be ſuch 
a thing as a revelation of the will of God, 
communicated to mankind by a particular 
and miraculous interpoſition of his provi- 
dence. On this general preſumption againſt 
every pretence to revelation, ſome have judg- 
ed it an unneceſſary thing to enquire into the 
truth of the Chriſtian revelation in particular, 
and thereby juſtify themſelves in a total inat- 
tention to the hiſtory, and character of Jeſus 
Chriſt. On this ſubject, it may not be impro- 
per to ſubjoin to the preceeding eſſay on the 
wp of Chriſt, the following obſervations. 
That no man can ſay, that a revelation 
of as will of God, by a particular interpoſi- 
tion of his providence, is a thing impoſſible, 
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or beyond the power of God. On this pre- 
ſumption, we muſt ſay, that when God had 
created the human race, with the rational 
and moral faculties which they poſſeſs, he 
precluded himſelf from every other method 
of inſtructing them, or of leading them to the 


knowledge of his will, how much ſoever the 


future circumſtances if their being might re- 
quire ſuch inſtruction, and affiſtance from 
him. Men, however, every day receive from 
the inſtructions and aſſiſtance of their fellow- 
men, the moſt important acquiſitions of reli- 
gious and uſeful knowledge; and fuch as they 
ſhould never have been able to attain by their 
oven unaſſiſted wiſdom and ability: and is it not 
as eaſy for the power and providence of God, 
to inſtruct them by a meſſenger from heaven, 
and lead them to ſuch diſcoveries of his will, 
as they ſhould never have been able to at- 
tain, either by their own wiſdom and ability, 
or the ordinary wiſdom and ability of their 
fellow-men? 

2. No man, who ſeriouſly attends to the 
preſent ſituation of this world, will ſay, that 
a revelation of the will of God is a thing im- 
probable, or ſuch as we have no reaſon to 
expect from the goodneſs of his providence. 


Were this to be aſſerted, the aſſertion muſt 


proceed on one or other of the two follow- 


ing ſuppoſitions. Either, firſt, that men hare 
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no need of ſuch a thing, or could not be the 
better, in caſe it was afforded them. Or, ſe- 
condly, that ſuch a thing being inconſiſtent 
with the laws and order of the providence of 
God, is therefore not to be expected, whe- 
ther men be ſuppoſed to ſtand in need of it, 
or not, D 

It may be alledged i in the firſt place, that 
a reyelation of the will of God, by a meſſen- 
ger from heaven, being an unneceſſary thing, 
it is therefore an unneceſſary, and an uſeleſs 
thing, to enquire into the truth of the Chri- 
ſtian revelation in particular. It is not to our 
preſent purpoſe to enquire, whether the light 
of nature duely cultivated and improved, 
might lead men to the knowledge of. their 
duty, in the whole of its extent. It ſuffices to 
obſerve, © that this is an unqueſtionable fact, 
(whatever be the cayſe of it) that men are ig- 
norant and erring creatures: that in their 
moral and religious enquiries, they need to 
be directed and ſet right in many inſtances, 
wherein human wiſdom and philoſophy have 
hitherto been found entirely inſufficient. 


This was undeniably the ſituation of the Gen- 

tile nations, i. e. of the far greater part of the 

human race, for many ages prior to the pu- 

blication of the goſpel: and this, ſome of the 

wiſeſt of the ancient philoſophers confefled, 

when they delivered their inſtructions. 
L 4 
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This being the condition of the human 
race, it thence appears extremely credible, 
that if God entertains the purpoſes of mer- 
cy towards men, and is diſpoſcd to lead them 
to the happineſs for which their nature. was 
deſigned ; he will grant them ſuch a revela- 
tion of his will, as ſhall ſupply the defects of 
their own wiſdom and ability, and extricate 
them from that ignorance and error, in which 
they are involved. If this be poſſible in the 
divine adminiſtration; if at any period, or in 
any circumſtance of Providence, it be likely 
to occur, it1s then, ſurely, when his rational 
and moral ſubjects have departed. from the 
wiſdom and perfection in which they were 
created, and have been unfortunately dark- 
enced and depraved. This reflexion, Jeſus 
himſelf, ſuggeſted to the Jews. The whole, 
'* ſays he, need not a phyſician, but the fick: 
I came not to call the righteous, but ſinners 
to repentance,” A race of innocent, and 
uncorrupted creatures, have no need of a 
meſſenger from God to inſtruc them in the 
knowledge of their duty, or to lead them in 
the way to happineſs; no more than a man 
in health ſtands in need of the advice or care 
of a phyſician : but a race of ignorant and er- 
ring creatures need ſuch a meſſenger from 
God; and in this office, he hath ſent me ta 
the world. 
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But to juſtify a total inattention to the hi- 
ſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, it has been further ſaid, 
that a particular revelation of the will of God 
being altogether inconſiſtent with the eſta- 
bliſhed laws and order of the providence of 
God, therefore every pretenſion of this na- 
ture is to be rejected as incredible. In what 
ſenſe, however, is it inconſiſtent with the 
laws, and order of the providence of God! 
In no other ſenſe than this, that it is an un- 
uſual, and extraordinary ſtep in his admini- 
ſtration of the world; wherein he proceeds 
in a different manner from what he does in 
the uſual courſe of Providence. And can this 
be thought ſufficient to deſtroy i its credibility, 
ſo far, as to juſtify a total inattention to it, 
and render all enquiry into its evidence un- 
neceſſary ?, Was it not as eaſy for the Deity 
to ſend a meſſenger from heaven, ſuch as 
Chriſtians believe Jeſus to have been, (and is 
it not as agreeable to our ideas of his good- 
neſs, that he ſhould) as to raiſe up thoſe emi- 
nent legiſlators and philoſophers, who in an- 
cient times enlightened the ages, and the 
countries in which they lived. | 
The manner, indeed, in which Jeſus is ſaid 
to have come into the werld, and the things 
which he is recorded to We done, were of a 
very ſingular and extraordinary nature, and 
very different from thoſe events which hap- 
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pen in the uſual courſe of Providence, Ie 
ought, . nevertheleſs, to be attended to, that 
this circumſtance is eflentially implied in the 
nature of the thing; and that it could not 
poſſibly exiſt, or be received, but by ſuch an 
unuſual departure from the laws of Provi- 
dence, A meſſenger from God, endowed 
with wiſdom and authority, ſufficient to en- 
lighten and reform the world, could not o- 
therwiſe have aſſerted his commiſſion, or de- 
livered his inſtructions with ſucceſs, * 

If then, it be acknowledged, that a revela- 
tion of the will of God is poſſible, if men in 
their preſent ſituation have need of ſuch a, 
blefling from their Maker; if it be agreeable. 
to our beſt idegs of his goodneſs that he 
ſhould beſtow it; if on all theſe accounts it W 
may be deemed a credible and likely thing; 
its being of a ſingular and extraordinary na- 
ture, or ſuch as we could not have received. 
in the uſual courſe of Providence, can never 
of itſelf deſtroy its credibility, or juſtify our. 
inattention to it. On this preſumption it be- 
hoved us to maintain, that no bleſſing can 
ever be expected from the Creator of the 
world, but ſuch as may be conveyed in the 
uſual courſe of Providence, although the cir- 
cumſtances of maMind ſhould require it in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, although their conditi- 
on without it, ſhould become exceedingly de- 
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plorable ; although in confequence of all this, 
our moſt natural and beſt apprehenſions of 
his goodneſs, ſhould lead us to defire and ex- 
pect it from him.—To all this it may be ad- 
ded, that if Jeſus was the perſon whom he is 
deſcribed to be, in the hiſtory of his life, there 
was (ſtrictly ſpeaking) no violation of the laws 
of Providence, in the mighty works which he 
performed; ſince in that cafe we muſt believe 
they were within the reach of his natural a- 
bility, and proceeded from the exertion of it, 
in the ſame way, that any other effect in the 
uſual courſe of Providence proceeds from its 
natural and proper cauſe. Were we to ſup- 
poſe a man endowed with the ſame degree of 
acuteneſs, in the external ſenſes of the body, 
which we obſerve in ſome inferior animals, (and 
there is nothing impoſſible in the ſuppoſition). 
what extraordinary things, and far above the 
uſual reach of human power might he not per- 
form ? whilſt, nevertheleſs, what he did was 
according to the laws of nature, being the im- 
mediate and the natural effects of the exertion 
of the faculties with which he was endowed, 
In the ſame light the mighty works of Jeſus are 
to be conſidered. When, for inſtance, by his 
immediate and ſole command, he cured the 
ſick, the blind, or lame; the cure (in his hand) 
was equally according to the laws of nature, 
as when, in the hand of a phyſician, it is pro- 
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duced by the force of medicine. When he 
raiſed the dead to life, he did it by the ſame 
exertion of his power, as when we awake a 
man who is in ſleep. The only encroachment 
made upon the ſtated laws of providence, is 
this, that a perſon of ſuch extraordinary Wil- 
dom and ability, and ſo far above the uſuat 
ſtandard of humanity, ſhould ever have ap- 
peared among mankind. But once ſuppoſing 
his exiſtence, and appearance among men, his 
marvellous and mighty works were the na- 
tural and proper ſequel. 

From what hath been obſerved, may it not 
with juſtice be inferred, that it is a duty in- 
cumbent upon every man, who is made ac- 
quainted with the Chriſtian revelation, to ex- 
amine, and attend to the evidence of its au- 
thority ? The nature and contents of Chriſti- 
anity itſelf, the nature of that evidence which 
is offered in ſupport of its authority, toge- 
ther with the ſucceſs with which it was ac-⸗ 
companied, ſeem to lay us under a very 9 
obligation to this duty. 

The Chriſtian revelation, on the firſt view 
of it, appears to be of a very intereſting and 
important nature. It pretends not only to 
publiſh, in the name of God, and under the 
ſeal of his authority, a full account of the 
truths and laws of natural religion; but to 
publiſh alſo, on the ſame authority, a feries of 
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facts relating to the moral governmentof God, 
and the ſtate of mankind, as the ſubjects of his 
government, which the world was entirely ig- 
norant of before; the knowledge of which, 
muſt nevertheleſs be deemed of the higheſt im- 
portance to the happineſs of men. — Did a 
wiſe man, in thoughtful ſilence and retirement 
from the world, fit down to conſider what 
was wanting in the ſchemes of ancient philo- 
ſophy, in order to afford a complete know- 
ledge and aſſurance of every moral and reli- 
gious truth, of importance to the happineſs 
of men; to conſider, what inſtruction and aſ- 
fiſtance ſuch weak and erring creatures as 
mankind are, ſtand in need of, to conduct 
them to eternal life; to conſider, in fine, what 

made all the efforts of philoſophers in former 
ages of the world, ſo weak and ineffectual, 
and what peculiar and ſtronger aid might be 
afforded by a meſſenger from heaven. Did 
a wiſe man take all this into his ſerious atten- 
tion, and will he not perceive it to be con- 
tained in the Chriſtian revelation? and muſt 


| we not hence conclude, that Chriſtianity is 


an intereſting thing; that it cannot be over- 
looked with innocence or ſafety ; and that no 
wiſe man can reckon it a matter of indiffe- 
rence whether it be true or falſe ? | 
Added to the important nature of the 
Chriſtian revelation, the evidence which is of- 
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fered in ſupport of its authority, together 
with the extraordinary ſucceſs with which it 
was accompanied, ne our attention and 
regard. 

The credentials which Tefus is ſaid to hive 
produced, in proof of his commiſſion, are of 
the moſt convincing nature, which it is pof- 
fible for us to conceive in a matter of this 
kind, for ſuch mighty works are ſaid to have 
been done by him, as no man could do, ex- 
© cept God was with him. In his life alſo, 
he exhibited a pattern of conſummate virtue, 
worthy of his character, as the Meſſenger and 
Son of God: a pattern, which ſurpaſſed the 
higheſt pitch of human virtue, as much as his 
wiſdom, and his mighty works ſurpaſſed the 
higheſt pitch of human power and wiſdom. 
—Add to this, the extraordinary ſucceſs with 
which his doctrine was accompanied among 
mankind: innumerable multitudes were in a 
ſhort time converted to the Chriſtian faith, in 
ſpite of the deepeſt, and moſt inveterate pre- 
judice. Chriſtianity, unaided by the arts of | 
human policy, or the force of arms, or the 
Influence of great examples and authority, 
nay, in ſpite of every kind of oppoſition which 
the world could give, ſpread its influence a- 
mong mankind, merely by the force of its 
own evidence, and moment, and the ſtrength 


of thoſe appeals which were made publickly 
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in its defence, to the hiſtory of Chriſt and the 
apoſtles. On the footing of this evidence, the 
Jews were perſuaded to forſake the beloved 
inſtitutions of the law of Moſes; the Gentiles 
to forſake the ſuperſtitious and pompous wor- 
| ſhip of their deities; and both of them to 
embrace the ſpirinial and fimple worſhip of 
the goſpel, and the holy laws of life which it 
preſcribed, On the footing of this evidence, 
after it had been compleated by the reſurrec- 
tion of Jeſus from the dead, and his aſcenſi- 
on to heaven, a very {ſtrange alteration alſo 
was produced in the temper and deportment 
of his own diſciples. From behaving in a ti- 
mid and deſpondent manner, they acted with 
the moſt intrepid and determined reſolution; 
and in face of the ſevereſt ſufferings, and of 
death itſelf, undauntedly aſſerted and main- 
tained their Maſter's cauſe. b 

It is not our preſent purpoſe to enquire, 
how far theſe circumſtances put together, are 
to be deemed a ſufficient proof of the divine 
authority of the Chriſtian revelation; but 


only to obſerve, that they, at leaſt, demand 


the ſerious attention of every reaſonable man. 
From theſe cireumſtances it appears, that the 
pretenſions of the goſpel are of a very inte- 
reſting nature, were ſupported by a very ex- 
traordinary evidence, and accompanied with no 
leſs extraordinary ſucceſs; and that there- 


"v9 . THE LhFE QF: ? 


fore it cannot be a matter of indifference whe. 
ther we give attention to the hiſtory-of Jeſus 
Chriſt or not, If he is indeed the perſon 
whom he is deſcribed to be, in the hiſtory of 
his life, we ſtand connected with him in our 
moſt important intereſts, He formerly ap- 
peared in human life to execute a commiſſion. 
from the Father, on which our everlaſting 
happineſs depends: though now returned to 
heaven, he is ſtill the head, and conduc- 
tor of this great commiſſion ; and is once 
more, we are aſſured, to come into this 
world, to fix its everlaſting conſequences in 
the kingdom of his Father, — It ſurely can- 
not be imagined that a perſon of ſuch emi- 
nence and dignity, to whom the Almighty 
hath committed the adminiſtration of this 
world, and the determination of the everlaſt- 
ing intereſts of men, may with innocence and 
ſafety be neglected by us, after his character 
and office is made known; or that the com- 
miſſion which has been given him, may be 
deſpiſed: and that nevertheleſs no conſe- 
quence ſhall follow in the government of 
God, nor any danger fhall enſue to the ever- 
laſting intereſts of men, — Were men raſhly 
and preſumptuouſly to neglect the order of 
divine Providence, in what relates to their 
temporal concerns, it is eaſy to perceive what 
would be the conſequence. Should the hus- 


JESUS CHRIST - 177 
bandman expect to reap the fruits of harveſt, 5 
whilſt he neglected to cultivate his ground, 
and to ſow the ſeed in ſpring; or ſhould any 
man expect to acquire any of the uſeful arts 
of life, or to raiſe himſelf to opulence, and 
power, without any previous induſtry or care, 
the conſequence is obvious. But, if the re- 
velation of the goſpel be from Gad, it is as 
much the determined order of his Providence, 
that if men would riſe to everlaſting life, they 
muſt do it, by a ſuitable regard to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the goſpel which he taught, 
as that in purſuance of the intereſts of this 
preſent life, they mu employ thoſe means 
which his Providence hath preſcribed. 
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